
 
 

Morning report day 21 - March 16  

The report is based on media reports, expert analyses and official information 
posted online. 

Situation  

According to information from the General Staff as of 06.00 16.03.2022, 
supplemented by its [noon assessment]:  

Quote. “The state, position, and nature of the actions of the defence forces 
have not changed significantly during the last day. The Armed Forces of 
Ukraine managed to inflict devastating blows on groups of occupying troops 
in the temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine and, in some areas, to 
counterattack. 

The occupying forces continue to launch missile and bomb strikes on the 
infrastructure and densely populated areas of Ukrainian cities. 

[An offensive operation against Ukraine continues. The enemy has not 
fulfilled the tasks of defeating the groups of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, reaching 
the administrative borders of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts and other tasks. At the 
same time, occupiers are stopped in the Mykolayiv direction.] 

[The enemy is trying to strengthen the grouping of troops by additionally 
transferring to the territory of Ukraine battalion tactical groups formed of 
consolidated units that suffered losses during the first ten days of the operation, 
and military mercenaries from among foreign nationals. In addition, according to 
available information, the Russian military leadership has decided to release 

early cadets of higher military educational institutions in the Russian Federation 
with their subsequent involvement in hostilities against Ukraine.] 

[In the Volyn direction, the enemy's actions have not changed, the main efforts 
are focused on strengthening the protection of the Ukrainian-Belarusian border. 
Units of the 120th Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade (MINSK) of the North-Western 
Operational Command of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Belarus were 
transferred to the border areas with Ukraine.] 

[The enemy did not conduct active offensive operations in the Polissya direction. 
Having suffered losses, the enemy, in violation of international humanitarian law, 
carries out chaotic mining of the area, creating dangerous living conditions for 
the civilian population of Ukraine. Along with this, the enemy regrouped, restoring 
the combat capability of the units defeated in previous battles. As a result of 
effective actions of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, the enemy suffers significant 

losses in manpower and equipment.] 

[In the northern direction, the enemy concentrated its efforts during the day on 
reconnaissance. Has problems with providing troops with ammunition.] 

[In the Slobozhansky direction, the enemy is trying to strengthen the existing 
group by concentrating reserves near the state border, blocking access to the city of 
Sumy from the south and blocking the city of Izyum. He has no success.] 



 
 

[In the Donetsk direction, the enemy made an unsuccessful attempt to advance 
in the directions of the settlements of Rubizhne, Severodonetsk, Lysychansk, as 
a result of which the occupiers suffered significant losses and were forced to 
retreat. In the area of Popasna the enemy tries to keep the occupied position. Has 
no success in the area of Avdiivka.] 

[The worst situation remains in the Mariupol area, where the enemy is trying to 
block the city on the western and eastern outskirts of the city. [Russiann forces] 
have significant losses, forced to introduce reserves from the 810th Separate 
Marine Brigade.] 

[In the Pivdennyi Buh directions, the enemy concentrated its efforts on 
maintaining the occupied frontiers and improving the engineering equipment of the 
existing positions. He does not abandon the idea of continuing the offensive in the 
direction of Kryvyi Rih. As a result of the effective work of units of the Defence 
Forces of Ukraine in the area of Chornobaivka, the enemy lost seven combat 

helicopters.] 

The enemy continues to bear losses on retreats in certain areas. The main efforts 

of the occupiers are focused on consolidating and maintaining previously 
occupied borders and defence areas. 

According to the results of the previous day, due to the actions of the air defence of 
the Air Force of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, three planes (two of them - Su-34) 
were destroyed. In addition, one helicopter, three operational-tactical UAVs and 
two cruise missiles were shot down. Additional information is currently being 
clarified. 

[Ukrainian] Air Force aircraft continued to launch missile and bomb strikes on 
ground targets. Nine airstrikes were carried out on columns of equipment 
and clusters of occupying troops.  

[In general, as of March 15, 2022, the enemy lost (destroyed completely, or 

lost combat capability) up to 40% of units involved in the so-called. 

"Operations" on the territory of Ukraine.]” Unquote.   

President Zelensky has decided to dismiss general Oleksandr Pavlyuk from the post 
of Commander of the Ukrainian forces operating in Donbas, which RUSI recently 
feared might be about to be encircled by Russian forces. General Eduard Moskalov 
has been appointed as the new Commander of the Joint Forces. 

According to British Defence Intelligence, (last 24 hours): 

• Russian forces are struggling to overcome the challenges posed by Ukraine's 

terrain. 

• Russian forces have remained largely tied to Ukraine's road network and 
have demonstrated a reluctance to conduct off-road manoeuvres. The 
destruction of bridges by Ukrainian forces has also played a key role in 
stalling Russia's advance. 

• Russia's continued failure to gain control of the air has drastically limited 
their ability to effectively use air manoeuvre, further limiting their options. 

• The tactics of the Ukrainian Armed Forces have adeptly exploited 

Russia's lack of manoeuvre, frustrating the Russian advance and inflicting 
heavy losses on the invading forces. 

https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/273482358298183
https://mobile.twitter.com/DefenceHQ


 
 

• Russia is increasingly seeking to generate additional troops to bolster and 

replace its personnel losses in Ukraine. As a result of these losses, it is likely 
Russian is struggling to conduct offensive operations in the face of 
sustained Ukrainian resistance. Continued personnel losses will also make it 
difficult for Russia to secure occupied territory. 

• Russia is redeploying forces from as far afield as its Eastern Military 

District, Pacific Fleet and Armenia. It is also increasingly seeking to exploit 
irregular sources such as Private Military Companies, Syrian and other 
mercenaries. 

• Russia will likely attempt to use these forces to hold captured territory 
and free up its combat power to renew stalled offensive operations.  

As of 16.03.2022 morning, the approximate losses of weapons and military 
equipment of the Russian Armed Forces from the beginning of the war to the 
present day:  

• personnel – more than 13,800 people (+300),  

• tanks – 430 units (+26),  

• armoured combat vehicles – 1380 units (+96),  

• artillery systems – 190 (+40),  

• multiple rocket launchers – 70 (+6),  

• air defence means – 43 (+7),  

• aircraft - 84 (+3),  

• helicopters - 108 (+13);  

• automotive technology – 819 (+178),  

• light speedboats - 3 units (no change),  

• fuel and lubricant tanks – 60 (no change),  

• UAV operational and tactical level – 11 (+2) 

• Special equipment - 10. 

Humanitarian  

According to UNHCR 3,000,381 refugees has been registered as of 15 March.  

The UN says that so far Poland has taken in 1,830,711 refugees, Hungary 267,570, 
Slovakia 213,000, Moldova 337,215, Romania 459,485, Russian 142,994 and 
Belarus 1,475. 

The updated information does not include the 304,156 people that previously had 
been listed as having moved on to other countries in Europe. 

Legal  

The PACE report “Consequences of the Russian Federation's aggression against 
Ukraine” as of 14 March, stresses that:  

“The war in Ukraine is provoking a high number of civilian casualties 
due to Russia’s recourse to heavy artillery, multi-launch rocket 

systems and airstrikes against populated areas. Landmines are causing 
victims. The use of cluster munitions against civilian targets and thermobaric 
weapons has also been reported. It is a matter of grave concern that Russian 
troops have been laying siege to civilian areas, attacking them with continuous 
shelling and depriving people of electricity, heating, access to water, food, and 
health care. All these actions should be documented and investigated as they 

https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/272076518438767
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine#_ga=2.13073975.1412109407.1646928156-1494943006.1646928156
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/29855/html
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/29855/html


 
 

represent serious breaches of international humanitarian law and amount to 
war crimes. […] 

The Assembly supports all efforts aimed at ensuring accountability, 
including the decision by the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) to investigate the situation in Ukraine and the establishment of a special 
investigation commission by the United Nations Human Rights Council. It also 
welcomes other efforts to document possible crimes under international law 
committed in Ukraine, including through the publication of commercial satellite 
imagery, the analysis of this imagery and other forms of open-source 
intelligence by private actors. Similarly, it takes note of the application filed by 
Ukraine before the International Court of Justice (ICJ) instituting proceedings 
against the Russian Federation concerning a dispute relating to the 
interpretation, application, and fulfilment of the United Nations Genocide 
Convention.” 

As of 10 a.m. on March 15, 2022, since the beginning of the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, 97 children have died and more than 100 children have been injured 
according to Ukrainian authorities. The actual number of dead and wounded 
children cannot be determined due to the inability to inspect the scene and the 
active hostilities of the occupying forces in Ukrainian cities. 

Ukraine's losses due to the Russian invasion amounted to $ 565 billion, Prime 
Minister Shmygal said during the press conference with the Prime Ministers of 
Poland, the Czech Republic and Slovenia, Ukrayinska Pravda reports. Russia has so 
far destroyed 3,500 infrastructure facilities in whole or in part, including 72 
educational institutions and 21 health care facilities, according to the Ukrainian 
Minister of Internal Affairs, Denys Monastyrskyi. Currently, more than 2,700 
residential buildings are completely or partially destroyed. The Russian invasion is 
destroying churches, mosques, synagogues, and religious educational institutions 
in various regions of Ukraine. At least 28 buildings of spiritual significance have 
been damaged in at least six oblasts of Ukraine: Kyiv, Donetsk, Zhytomyr, Luhansk, 
Kharkiv and Chernihiv. Most of them are Orthodox churches. 

Support  

NATO defence ministers will discuss stepping up defences along their eastern front 
as Russian attacks inch closer to the alliance’s doorstep, the New York Times 

reports. The ministers were set to meet on Wednesday ahead of next week’s 
extraordinary NATO summit, where President Biden is scheduled to discuss how to 
respond to Russia’s invasion. 

President Biden plans to announce an additional $800 million in security 
assistance to Ukraine on Wednesday, according to White House officials, New York 
Times reports. This will be only hours after President Volodymyr Zelensky is 
scheduled to deliver a virtual address to Congress. 

White House is under pressure from Congress to find ways to deliver Soviet-

made weapons (including MiG fighter jets and S-300 surface-to-air missile 

systems) to Ukraine, CNN reports. 

The EU has adopted a fourth package of restrictive measures against Russia 

These sanctions will further contribute to ramping up economic pressure on the 

Kremlin and cripple its ability to finance its invasion of Ukraine.  

https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2022/03/16/7331756/
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/03/15/world/ukraine-russia-war
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/03/15/world/ukraine-russia-war
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/03/15/world/ukraine-russia-war
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/03/15/politics/biden-congress-soviet-made-weapons-ukraine/index.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_1761


 
 

New developments  

A. The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) unanimously 
voted for the exclusion of Russia, Ukrinform reports. “If you cross the red 
line, you have no place in this organization”. The Committee of Ministers of 
the Council of Europe will make a final decision on Russia's exclusion from 
the organization today. 

B. Turkey’s foreign minister is travelling to Moscow as part of efforts to 
secure a cease-fire, Boston Herald reports. Mevlut Cavusoglu would hold 
talks in Moscow on Wednesday before travelling to Ukraine for talks on 
Thursday, Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said Tuesday. 

C. NATO is holding an Extraordinary meeting of NATO Ministers of Defence 
Wednesday 16 March. 

D. “I have convened an extraordinary Summit on 24 March at NATO HQ. We 
will address Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, our strong support for Ukraine, 
and further strengthen NATO’s deterrence & defence. At this critical time, 
North America and Europe must continue to stand together”, NATO 
Secretary General posted on Twitter this afternoon.  

Assessment  

1. On the War 

The Institute for the Study of War has made the following assessment as of Tuesday 

23:30 (Kyiv time): 

(quote) “Local company- and battalion-level attacks by Russian forces 

northwest of Kyiv on March 14-15 likely indicate the largest-scale offensive 

operations that Russian forces attempting to encircle Kyiv can support at this 

time. Russian forces did not conduct offensive operations northeast of the city, 

around Sumy, and only limited (and unsuccessful) attacks southeast of Kharkiv. 

Russian force generation efforts, including reservist and conscript call-ups and the 

ongoing transport of Syrian fighters to Russia and Belarus, are unable to change 

the balance of forces around Kyiv within the coming week. Russian forces have 

not conducted simultaneous attacks along their multiple axes of advance 

across Ukraine since March 4 and are unlikely to do so in the next week. 

Russian forces in southeastern Ukraine continue to demonstrate the greatest 

capabilities to date and are steadily advancing in three directions: northeast 

from Kherson, taking territory in Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts, and reducing the 

Ukrainian pocket in Mariupol. Russian forces are unlikely to successfully encircle 

Mykolayiv and threaten Odesa in the near future but retain uncommitted Naval 

Infantry reserves that could conduct an amphibious operation or disembark to 

reinforce Russian ground operations, as Russia has employed Naval Infantry 

elsewhere. Russia may seek to encircle Zaporizhya by advancing northeast up the 

west bank of the Dnipro River after failing to break through Ukrainian forces 

directly south of the city on the east bank. Russian forces are making slow but 

steady progress against Ukrainian defenders on the line of contact in Donbas 

and likely seek to force them out of their prepared defensive positions. 

With Russian forces likely unable to complete the encirclement of Kyiv or resume 

mobile offensive operations in northeastern Ukraine in the near future, the Russian 

https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/3430826-pace-votes-for-excluding-russia-from-council-of-europe.html
https://www.bostonherald.com/2022/03/15/live-updates-turkeys-foreign-minister-to-fly-to-moscow/
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-15


 
 

capture of Mariupol will likely be the next key inflexion in the Russian 

invasion of Ukraine. Russian forces have successfully encircled Mariupol and are 

conducting daily assaults on the western and eastern outskirts of the city. Russian 

air, missile, and artillery strikes continue to target residential areas and 

civilian infrastructure to force the city to capitulate. Russian forces have 

encircled the city to a depth that will likely prevent the defenders from breaking out 

and prevent Ukrainian efforts to relieve the defenders. Russian forces will likely be 

able to capture Mariupol or force it to capitulate despite strong Ukrainian defences. 

The Russian capture of Mariupol will free up Russian forces, likely including 

large portions of the 8th Combined Arms Army, threaten Ukrainian defenders along 

the line of contact in Donbas with encirclement or alternatively reinforce a Russian 

offensive toward Mykolayiv and Odesa. This assessment assumes that the 

defenders in Mariupol will run out of ammunition and/or water at some point in 

the relatively near future. Mariupol has been heavily fortified for years, however, 

and it is possible that its defenders secured sufficient supplies in advance to hold 

out longer. The Russians will likely continue to escalate bombardments to the point 

of simply destroying the city if that appears to be the case, but the reduction of 

Mariupol in this way could take considerably longer. 

Key takeaways: 

• Russian forces are unlikely to launch offensive operations to encircle 

Kyiv larger than the scattered Russian attacks observed northwest of Kyiv 

targeting Irpin on March 14 and Guta-Mezhyhirska on March 15 within the 

coming week but may launch further tactical attacks. 

• Russian forces continued to assault Mariupol from the east and west. 

• Russian forces did not conduct major offensive operations toward 

northeastern Kyiv in the past 24 hours. 

• Russian forces attempting to encircle Kharkiv continue to face supply 

shortages, particularly regarding ammunition. 

• The Russian military falsely claimed to have captured the entirety of Kherson 

Oblast on March 15 but did not conduct any major operations toward either 

Zaporizhya or Mykolayiv. 

• Russia is unlikely to launch an unsupported amphibious operation 

against Odesa until Russian forces secure a ground line of communication to 

the city, but the Russian Naval Infantry retain the capability to conduct a 

landing along the Black Sea coast.“ (unquote) 

2.  Consequences and what to do? 

One month ago, to the day, I argued that the West would become heavily involved if 

Russia invaded Ukraine. “For 8 years, Russia has done its utmost to prevent the 

West from becoming actively involved in Ukraine. However, a full-scale invasion 

will have far-reaching consequences for Europe. Even the rumours of war affect 

the financial market. War will trigger extensive sanctions and subsequent retaliation 

with major economic consequences. It will also trigger a refugee crisis with more 

than 4 million refugees. An invasion could trigger a new Cold War and an arms 

race. The Russian economy will be put under enormous pressure.” 

 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2022/02/16/russia-need-not-invade-ukraine-it-already-got-what-it-wants/
https://euromaidanpress.com/2020/05/22/what-if-russia-wins-in-ukraine-consequences-of-hybrid-war-for-europe-part-2/
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/what-a-russian-invasion-of-ukraine-would-mean-for-markets-as-white-house-warns-attack-could-come-any-day-now-11644624056
https://research.rabobank.com/markets/EN/detail/publication-detail.html?id=298814
https://www.kiis.com.ua/?lang=eng&cat=reports&id=1079&page=1


 
 

This week the West is truly coming together to confront Russia and to ensure it 

backs down.  

Yesterday’s meeting in PACE was historical. Its recommendation to the Committee 

of Ministers of the Council of Europe to exclude Russia after 25 years sends an 

unambiguous message:  

“Since 25 February 2022, the war waged by the Russian Federation against 

Ukraine has signalled the opening of a new phase in European history. The 

Russian Federation has chosen recourse to force over dialogue to advance its 

foreign policy objectives. Despite being a permanent member of the UN 

Security Council, it has chosen aggression, undermining peace and 

security. It has violated the Statute of the Council of Europe and the 

obligations and commitments it undertook upon becoming a member of the 

Organisation. 

In the common European home, there is no place for an aggressor. In its 

Opinion pursuant to Statutory Resolution (51) 30, the Assembly should call on 

the Committee of Ministers to request the Russian Federation to withdraw from 

the Council of Europe. 

For the Russian Federation to be able to return as a Council of Europe member 

on an equal footing with the others, a profound change is necessary. The 

infringements of international law and the breach of trust caused by this 

aggression are so serious that, if Russia wished to be a member of the 

Council of Europe, it should submit a new application and show its 

commitment to democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

NATO members are joining hands as well. After years of political unity, but 

discourse on both NATO deterrence and military support to Ukraine, the Alliance is 

in the process of closing ranks. According to NATO General Secretary, Jens 

Stoltenberg:  

“There are now hundreds of thousands of forces on heightened alert 

across the Alliance. One hundred thousand US troops in Europe. And 

around 40,000 troops under direct NATO command, mostly in the eastern part 

of the Alliance. Backed by major air and naval power. The US is currently 

deploying Patriot batteries to Poland.  And Germany and the Netherlands are 

also deploying Patriots to Slovakia. […] 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and its military integration with 

Belarus, create a new security reality on the European continent. 

On land, this could include substantially more forces in the eastern 

part of the Alliance, at higher readiness, and with more prepositioned 

equipment. We will also consider major increases to our air and naval 

deployments. Strengthening our integrated air and missile defence. Reinforcing 

our cyber defences. And holding more and larger exercises. I expect we will 

task NATO’s military commanders to develop options for our Madrid Summit in 

June.  

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_193085.htm


 
 

Major reinforcements of our defence will require major increases in 

investment. I welcome that Germany and other Allies have already 

announced they are stepping up. And I encourage all Allies to spend a 

minimum of 2% of GDP on defence. We must do more. So we must also invest 

more to protect peace and freedom, and uphold our values, at this critical 

time.” 

The outcome of today’s extraordinary meeting of the Defence Ministers will lay the 

foundation for the extraordinary NATO Summit on 24 March. I am sure Kremlin is 

feeling the wind shift.  

On top of this, China also wants an end to the war as the consequential sanctions 

affects the world economy. According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

People’s Republic of China: “China always opposes the use of sanctions to solve 

problems, and even more opposes unilateral sanctions that have no basis in 

international law, which will undermine international rules and bring harm to the 

people's livelihood of all countries. China is not a party to the crisis, nor does it 

want the sanctions to affect China.” 

In an article by the Russian analyst, Dmitry Goncharov, he stresses that:  

“It is not in Beijing's interests to rely solely on an anti-Western alliance 

with Moscow. Russia may have a powerful military, but its economy is in 

long-term structural decline and its GDP is below average, not much more than 

Spain's. For all the talk of ties to Moscow, it's worth remembering that 

China's economic interests in Russia are paltry compared to the 

interests it shares with the West. In 2021, trade between China and 

Russia was less than a tenth of the combined trade with the US ($657 billion) 

and the European Union ($828 billion).  

The longer the war goes on, the more it will strengthen the Western alliance 

around the idea of an East-West confrontation based on values, bringing the 

United States and the European Union even closer and boosting military 

budgets around the world. This is not good for China, which would rather 

maintain profitable economic ties with the West and focus its resources on 

domestic development.” 

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has even brought a divided USA Congress 

together, empowering the political centre, the New York Times reports.  

“The escalating crisis in Ukraine is upending policy and political thinking on 
both the left and the right on Capitol Hill, as an immediate threat to the global 
order and soaring energy prices empower the political centre at the expense of 
the two parties’ flanks.  “It’s bringing Congress together in a way, frankly, I 
haven’t seen in my 12 years,” Senator Chris Coons, Democrat of Delaware and 
a confidant of President Biden, said on Tuesday of the consensus to support 
Ukraine. “You’d have to go back to 9/11 to see such a unified commitment.” 

Both recent and upcoming events are further reinforcing with the continuous 
escalating sanctions against Russia. I believe the next days and weeks will be 

https://www-fmprc-gov-cn.translate.goog/web/wjbzhd/202203/t20220315_10651724.shtml?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://www-fmprc-gov-cn.translate.goog/web/wjbzhd/202203/t20220315_10651724.shtml?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/15/us/politics/ukraine-politics-congress.html?searchResultPosition=2


 
 

crucial and, hopefully, mark a sharp adjustment of the foreign policy of the 
West.  

President Putin: You are about to feel the full weight of the Western resolve. You 
have already lost. It is time to stop, retreat and make amends.  
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