
 
 

Morning report day 23 - March 18  

The report is based on media reports, expert analyses and official information 
posted online. 

Situation  

According to information from the General Staff as of 06.00 18.03.2022, 
supplemented by its [noon assessment]:  

Quote. “[Russian occupation forces continue offensive operation against 
Ukraine. The strategic goals of defeating groups of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, 
reaching the administrative borders of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, and 
establishing control over the left-bank part of Ukraine have not been met.] 

The state, position, and nature of the actions of the defence forces have 
not changed significantly during the last day. The Armed Forces of Ukraine 
continued to strike devastating blows at groups of enemy troops trying to 
consolidate and hold the captured defensive lines. 

During the past 24hrs, Ukrainian defenders have partially destroyed and halted 

the advance of units of the 437th Training Regiment and the 26th Tank 

Regiment of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation into Ukraine, and the 
enemy's losses are being clarified. 

Also, for the previous day, bombing and assault aircraft of the Air Force of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine inflicted heavy blows on the columns of enemy 

military equipment. Anti-aircraft missile forces and fighter jets hit 14 enemy air 

targets (7 planes, 1 helicopter, 3 UAVs and 3 cruise missiles). 

[The enemy did not carry out offensive operations in the Volyn direction. He 
continued to strengthen the protection of the Ukrainian-Belarusian border by units 
of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Belarus. There is a high probability of 
provocations by the special services of the Russian Federation.] 

[The enemy did not carry out active offensive operations in the Polissya direction, 
the main efforts of the occupiers were focused on maintaining the previously 
occupied borders and carrying out measures to prepare for a possible attack on 
Kyiv. At the same time, the losses inflicted on the occupiers by Ukrainian 
defenders, the low morale and psychological condition of privates and sergeants, 
as well as the lack of experienced commanders of tactical units make it 
impossible to resume offensive operations in the near future.] 

[In the northern direction, the enemy is trying to stay on certain borders, restore 
the combat capability of units and replenish supplies. The occupiers continue to 
partially blockade and carry out artillery shelling of Chernihiv.] 

[In the direction of Brovary, the enemy did not conduct active hostilities. In the 
area of the city of Brovary, the occupiers periodically carry out artillery shelling of 
the positions of the Armed Forces of Ukraine.] 

[In the Slobozhansky direction, in order to resume offensive operations on the 
cities of Sumy and Kharkiv, the occupiers are trying to replenish stocks of 



 
 

ammunition and fuel and oil and are forced to use the accumulated human 

reserves prematurely. In the direction of the city of Izyum, the enemy is trying to 
resume offensive operations.] 

[In the Luhansk and Donetsk directions, the enemy focused its main efforts on 
preparing for the attack on Severodonetsk and the encirclement of Mariupol.] 

[The enemy did not take active action in the Pivdennyi Buh directions. He moved 
on to the defence and engineering of the occupied frontiers. He tried to regroup and 
replenish stocks.] 

[The occupiers continue to try to detect and destroy the air defence system 

along the Black Sea coast.] 

[In the Black Sea, the enemy is trying to conduct demonstrations.] 

The enemy continues to suffer losses. They have problems with providing units. 
The low morale and psychological condition of the personnel lead to an increase in 
the number of desertions and refusals of servicemen of the armed forces of the 
Russian Federation and mercenaries to take part in the war against Ukraine. 

Because the occupiers have significantly exhausted human resources 
(irreversible and sanitary losses caused by units of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, 
cases of self-mutilation, to evade hostilities and psychogenic losses), the command 
of the armed forces of the Russian Federation is forced to extreme measures in 
matters of staffing. They are conducting covert mobilization, attracting so-

called "volunteers", conscripts and cadets, as well as mercenaries from the 
Syrian Arab Republic. 

[According to available information, the Russian occupiers have already picked up 
close to 1,000 volunteers from the so-called army of Bashar al-Assad and 

Hezbollah.] 

[The main requirement for foreign fighters is the experience of fighting in the 

city. At the same time, according to available information, the above-mentioned 
militants do not intend to take part in hostilities on the territory of Ukraine, but to 
use "business trips" as opportunities to get to European countries.] 

In some temporarily occupied territories, the Russian occupiers are trying to create 
a positive image by distributing food to the civilian population. At the same time, 
they are actively searching for and detaining pro-Ukrainian activists, civil 
servants, members of the Anti-Terrorist Operation / Joint Forces Operation and 
members of their families, as well as other citizens who may organize resistance to 
the occupation.” Unquote.   

According to British Defence Intelligence, (last 24 hours): 

• Logistical problems continue to beset Russia's faltering invasion of Ukraine. 

• Reluctance to manoeuvre cross-country, lack of control of the air and limited 
bridging capabilities are preventing Russia from effectively resupplying 

their forward troops with even basic essentials such as food and fuel. 

• Incessant Ukrainian counterattacks are forcing Russia to divert large 

numbers of troops to defend their own supply lines. This is severely 
limiting Russia's offensive potential.  

https://mobile.twitter.com/DefenceHQ


 
 

As of 18.03.2022 morning, the approximate losses of weapons and military 
equipment of the Russian Armed Forces from the beginning of the war to the 
present day:  

• personnel – more than 14,200 people (+200),  

• tanks – 450 units (+10),  

• armoured combat vehicles – 1448 units (+13),  

• artillery systems – 205 (+4),  

• multiple rocket launchers – 72 (no change),  

• air defence means – 43 (no change),  

• aircraft - 93 (+7),  

• helicopters - 112 (+4);  

• automotive technology – 879 (+15),  

• light speedboats - 3 units (no change),  

• fuel and lubricant tanks – 60 (no change),  

• UAV operational and tactical level – 12 (+1) 

• Special equipment – 11 (+1). 

I have previously referred to Oryx, which calculates and verifies losses based on 
open-source reports. The last time they were included in the report was 6 days ago. 
This update provides you both with their new assessment as well as changes since 
12 March:  

• Russia has lost at least 1506 (+396) vehicles and equipment so far, of 
which 698 (+240) have been destroyed, 24 (+10) damaged, 220 (+49) 
abandoned, and 563 (+96) captured.  

• Ukraine has lost at least 373 (+70) vehicles and equipment until now, of 
which 143 (+28) have been destroyed, 5 (0) damaged, 48 (+3) abandoned, and 
177 (+39) captured.  

“The list only includes destroyed vehicles and equipment of which photo or video 
evidence is available. Therefore, the amount of equipment destroyed is significantly 

higher.” 

Humanitarian  

During the extraordinary meeting of the North Atlantic Council at the level of 
Defence Minister Ministers Wednesday 16 March, the Ukrainian Defence Minister, 
Oleksiy Reznikov, stressed that in the three weeks of the active phase of the war, 
Russian forces have already killed 103 Ukrainian children and maimed more than 
100 more. About 3,000 civilians have been killed. The numbers are probably far 
higher, as Russia is committing a real act of genocide in Mariupol. Local authorities 
estimate the loss of civilians at about 20,000. This number is growing every minute.  

According to UNHCR 3,169,897 refugees has been registered as of 16 March.  

The UN says that so far Poland has taken in 1,916,445 refugees, Romania 491,409, 
Moldova 350,886, Hungary 282,611, Slovakia 228,844, Russia 168,858 and 
Belarus 2,127. 

Legal  

https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/274359958210423
https://www.oryxspioenkop.com/2022/02/attack-on-europe-documenting-equipment.html?m=1&s=04&fbclid=IwAR19Uqy3miPnDBksRKrZKz1iGg-se8X8Xfz_reibJOBiUo_KXwknUFo8ukw
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine#_ga=2.13073975.1412109407.1646928156-1494943006.1646928156


 
 

The G7 Foreign Ministers demanded that the Russian leadership immediately 
stop the assault on Ukraine, its population and civilian infrastructures, 
including hospitals and schools, and to immediately withdraw its military forces.  

“The siege of Mariupol and other cities 
and the denial of humanitarian aid are 

unacceptable. Ministers demanded that 
Russia upholds its obligations under 
international humanitarian law and human 
rights law. The Russian leadership has to 
immediately provide for humanitarian access 
as well as humanitarian aid to be delivered 
to Mariupol and other besieged cities. 

Ministers condemned in the strongest 

possible terms the indiscriminate 

attacks on civilians. Due to President 
Putin’s unprovoked and shameful war, 
millions are forced to flee their homes; the 
destruction of infrastructure, hospitals, 
theatres, and schools is ongoing. Russia’s 
blatant violation of international law has 
already isolated its government 
internationally and will further do so. The 
Ministers welcomed and supported the order on the provisional measures by the 
International Court of Justice, and strongly urged Russia to comply with the 
provisional measures order, which is binding on the parties. 

Ministers underscored that those responsible for war crimes, including 

indiscriminate use of weapons against civilians, will be held responsible. 
Ministers welcomed the ongoing work to investigate and gather evidence, 
including by the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court.”  

Environmental 

As the war continues to rage in Ukraine, impacts of rising food prices and 
shortages of staple crops are already being felt in the Near East and North 

Africa region and spreading to the world’s most vulnerable countries, including 
in the Horn of Africa, with the poorest people at greatest risk, warned the UN’s 
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) Friday 17 March. This 
comes amidst mounting concerns by the international community that the ongoing 
conflict will escalate global hunger and poverty. 

“Approximately one third of global wheat exports come from Russia and Ukraine. 
The Middle East and Africa imports more than half of their cereal supplies from 
Russia and Ukraine*, which are already grappling with hunger issues, and where 
further food shortages or price increases risk pushing millions more people into 
poverty. 

Russia is also the world’s largest fertilizer producer. Even before the conflict, 
spikes in fertilizer prices last year contributed to a rise in food prices by about 30 
percent. IFAD’s analysis looks at the impact that the war will have on already poor 
small-scale producers and rural communities. 

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/newsroom/news/g7-russia-ukraine/2517850
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/-/impacts-of-ukraine-conflict-on-food-security-already-being-felt-in-the-near-east-north-africa-region-and-will-quickly-spread-warns-ifad?p_l_back_url=/en/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/-/impacts-of-ukraine-conflict-on-food-security-already-being-felt-in-the-near-east-north-africa-region-and-will-quickly-spread-warns-ifad?p_l_back_url=/en/web/latest/news
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/latest/-/impacts-of-ukraine-conflict-on-food-security-already-being-felt-in-the-near-east-north-africa-region-and-will-quickly-spread-warns-ifad?p_l_back_url=/en/web/latest/news#note


 
 

“I am deeply concerned that the violent conflict in Ukraine, already a catastrophe 
for those directly involved, will also be a tragedy for the world’s poorest people 
living in rural areas who cannot absorb the price hikes of staple foods and farming 
inputs that will result from disruptions to global trade,” said Gilbert F. Houngbo, 
President of IFAD. “We are already seeing price hikes and this could cause an 
escalation of hunger and poverty with dire implications for global stability.” 

IFAD’s analysis shows that price increases in staple foods, fuel and fertilizer and 
other ripple effects of the conflict are having a dire impact on the poorest rural 
communities.” 

Support  

The G7 Foreign Ministers “remain appalled about Russia’s continuing war 
against Ukraine and reiterated their profound condemnation of the ongoing 
aggression as well as the involvement of Belarus in it.  

“Ministers recalled that the G7, along with their allies, have imposed 
unprecedented sanctions in response to the war of aggression against Ukraine by 
Russia. These measures have inflicted substantial costs on the Russian 

economy and their impact will further increase in the future.  

Ministers committed to substantially increase and disburse humanitarian 
aid as the needs of the Ukrainian people grow daily due to Russia’s 

continued aggression. They ask others to join in this effort. A humanitarian push 
is urgently needed, for Ukraine and beyond, as this ruthless war will have 
massive consequences for food security and prices in many countries that depend 
on deliveries from Ukraine’s agricultural sector.” 

Ukrainian Minister of Defence, Oleksii Reznikov, told Members of the European 

Parliament on Thursday that the EU should hit Russia with destructive, “biting” 

sanctions that would paralyse its economy and force it to stop the aggression. 

Addressing MEPs remotely at a meeting of the Security and Defence 

Subcommittee, the Foreign Affairs Committee and the EU-Ukraine Delegation, 

he said that Ukraine is ready to use all of the EU’s financial help very quickly. 

He urged EU countries to supply Ukraine with lethal weapons, without the 

constraints of red tape. He also called for a no-fly zone and asked: “What 

higher level of escalation is necessary to see more action?” 

A survey conducted by the Sociological Group “Rating” on March 12-13, 2022, 

shows that:  

• 76% of the respondents believe that things in Ukraine are moving in the 

right direction. This is the highest share in the history of our 

measurements. 

• The self-esteem of Ukrainians has significantly increased during the war. 

Now, most respondents see Ukraine either among the “leaders” (34%) or 

among the “average ones” (42%) compared to European countries, while as 

recently as two months ago, most placed Ukraine among the “outsiders”.  

• 56% of the respondents believe that the main goal of Russia's invasion is the 

destruction of the Ukrainian people. Another half believe that the target of 

the attack is the occupation of Ukraine and its annexation by Russia. 

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/newsroom/news/g7-russia-ukraine/2517850
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/sv/press-room/20220314IPR25415/ukraine-s-defence-minister-tells-meps-the-country-needs-more-military-support
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/sv/press-room/20220314IPR25415/ukraine-s-defence-minister-tells-meps-the-country-needs-more-military-support
https://ratinggroup.ua/en/research/ukraine/chetvertyy_obschenacionalnyy_opros_ukraincev_v_usloviyah_voyny_12-13_marta_2022_goda.html?fbclid=IwAR1etAfb2FODFby61FEgY0wJk01ptUzMmpWj-lJKZBl9ja_ucIVkTFNCAAI


 
 

Only 15% to 17% think that Russia is pursuing the goal of changing 

Ukraine's political course or preventing the deployment of NATO bases.  

• The majority (64%) of the respondents consider looking for compromises 

involving other countries as a real way to end the war. Almost a third of 

the respondents believe that Ukraine should withdraw from the negotiations 

and fight until the liberation of all its territories, while only 1% believe that 

Ukraine should agree to most of Russia’s demands.  

• Ukrainians are not ready to give up either the Crimea or Donbas: most 

believe that Ukraine should use all the opportunities to return the occupied 

territories of Donbas (86%) and the Crimea (80%). 

• The support for Ukraine's accession to NATO has decreased slightly from 

a record 76% to 72% over the last two weeks. The main reason is the lack of 

the decision to close the sky over Ukraine, which is demanded by almost 

90% of Ukrainians. 

New developments  

A. Negotiations between Russia and Ukraine continues, Ukrayinska Pravda 
reports. " It may take from a few days to a week and a half to agree on 
disputes in negotiations with Russia for a peace agreement, after which 
preparations for a possible meeting between the presidents of Ukraine and 
Russia will begin, according to Mykhailo Podoliak, adviser to the head of the 
office of the President of Ukraine. 

B. On Thursday afternoon, President Vladimir Putin rang the Turkish President, 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, and told him what Russia's precise demands were 
for a peace deal with Ukraine, BBC reports. 

Assessment  

1. On the War 

The Institute for the Study of War has made the following assessment as of 

Thursday 23:30 (Kyiv time): 

(quote) “Russian forces did not make any major advances and Ukrainian forces 

carried out several local counterattacks on March 17. Russian forces made little 

territorial progress and continued to deploy reserve elements—including from the 

1st Guards Tank Army and 810th Naval Infantry Brigade—in small force packets 

that are unlikely to prove decisive. Russian forces continue to suffer heavy 

casualties around Kharkiv, and Russian attempts to bypass the city of Izyum are 

unlikely to succeed. Russian forces continued assaults on Mariupol on March 17 

but did not conduct any other successful advances from Crimea. 

Key Takeaways 

• Russian forces continue to make steady territorial gains around Mariupol 

and are increasingly targeting residential areas of the city. 

• Ukrainian forces northwest of Kyiv launched several local counterattacks 

and inflicted heavy damage on Russian forces. 

• Ukrainian forces repelled Russian operations around Kharkiv and reported 

killing a regimental commander. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2022/03/17/7332236/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-60785754
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-17


 
 

• Ukrainian intelligence reports that Russia may have expended nearly its 

entire store of precision cruise missiles in the first twenty days of its 

invasion. 

• Russian forces deployed unspecified reserve elements of the 1st Guards 

Tank Army and Baltic Fleet Naval Infantry to northeastern Ukraine on March 

17. 

• Russia may be parcelling out elements of the reserve force that could 

conduct an amphibious operation along the Black Sea coast to support 

ongoing assaults on Mariupol, further reducing the likelihood of a 

Russian amphibious assault on Odesa. 

• Ukrainian forces shot down 10 Russian aircraft—including five jets, three 

helicopters, and two UAVs—on March 16, and Ukrainian forces continue to 

successfully contest Russian air operations. 

Russian forces face mounting difficulties 

replacing combat casualties and replacing 

expended munitions. The Ukrainian General 

Staff stated on March 17 that Russian forces will 

begin another wave of mobilization for the 

Donetsk People’s Republic’s (DNR) 1st Army 

Corps on March 20. Ukrainian intelligence 

continued to report Russian forces face 

difficulties manning both combat and support 

units and increasing desertion rates. The 

General Staff further reported that Russian 

forces are increasingly using indiscriminate 

weapons against residential areas because they 

used almost their entire supply of “Kalibr” and 

“Iskander” cruise missiles in the first 20 days of 

the invasion. It is unclear if the Ukrainian 

General Staff means Russian forces have used 

almost all precision munitions earmarked for the 

operation in Ukraine or almost all missiles in Russia’s total arsenal—though likely 

the former. 

The Ukrainian Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported several details on 

Russian efforts to recruit Syrian mercenaries on March 17. The GUR reported that 

the Russian military ordered its base in Hmeimim, Syria to send up to 300 fighters 

from Syria to Ukraine daily. The GUR additionally reported that Syrian 

President Bashar al-Assad has promised to recruit 40,000 Syrian fighters to 

deploy to Ukraine. The GUR reported Russian authorities are promising Syrian 

recruits that they will exclusively act as police in occupied territories. Finally, the 

GUR reported low morale among Syrian recruits, including several cases of self-

mutilation to avoid being deployed, and claimed many fighters see deploying to 

Russia and Belarus as an opportunity to desert and migrate to the EU.“ (unquote) 

2. Consequences and what to do? 

Russia has made several demands to allow a peaceful resolution of its war in 
Ukraine. Before considering the individual demand, it is crucial to remember that 



 
 

Russia from the start has no rights in Ukraine whatsoever. Any concessions to its 
demands are, therefore, an infringement on Ukrainian sovereignty and its 
fundamental right to choose its own security arrangement. Any call for compromise 
is the same. Giving in to Russia means giving in to armed aggression at the cost of 
international law. We most not at least bear in mind that Russia has justified the 
war itself through lies. The war is in fact built on lies only.   

That’s not to say that Ukraine should not seek a peaceful resolution to the war. 
Unless the West provides Ukraine with the means to defeat Russia quickly, a peace 
agreement might be the only way to stop a genocide in Ukraine.  

I am only arguing that irrespective of how small or big the concession might be, 
international law has been weakened if armed aggression succeeds in forcing 

Ukraine to give up any of its sovereign rights.  

Vladimir Medinsky, the head of the Russian negotiating delegation, said the goal of 
Russia in these negotiations is the same today as when the war started at the very 
beginning of the “special military operation”. To understand what those really are, 
we need to return to 2014. We need to remember that President Putin for years has 
argued that Ukraine is not a sovereign country, and his demands for a 
federalisation of the country (to ensure Russian ability to veto any internal or 
foreign policy decisions in conflict with its interests).  

Russia is demanding that Ukraine must: (1) be neutral and not become a NATO 
member, (2) disarm to ensure it is not a threat to Russia, (3) not host foreign 
military bases in its territory, (4) recognize Crimea as Russian, (5) recognize the 
independence of two newly formed proxy mini-states in Donbas, (6) protect the 
Russian language in Ukraine, and (7) de-Nazification. 

1. Neutrality  

In the article “Threat of democracy. The real security concerns behind Russia’s 
lies about NATO” I argued that “Russia knows that NATO does not pose a threat. 
If that were the case, it would never have challenged the alliance’s integrity. To 
the extent that NATO is a “problem,” it is because it stands in the way of Russia’s 
great power’s ambitions to occupy more neighbouring states. NATO is preventing 
this.  

The real threat is what the alliance represents and what membership entails. 
Russia is not facing a military threat, but the ‘threat of democracy. Free nations 
based on universal rights, democratic principles, and common values. All of which 
is in direct conflict with the Russian world and its authoritarian rule. It is this — or 
the possibility that the Russians will want the same — that threatens the Russian 
elite.“ 

If liberal democracy is the real threat to Russia, neutrality does not stop 
democracy from growing and spreading. When the war started in 2014, Ukraine 
was neutral. NATO membership was not on the table. Demanding what was the 
status when the war started, does not bear promises of peace.  

2. Demilitarization. 

In the article “Is Ukraine’s reformed military ready to repel a new Russian 

invasion?”, we highlighted that at “the onset of war in 2014 exposed Ukraine as 

completely unprepared. The Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU) were not manned, 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2022/01/29/the-real-security-concerns-beind-russias-lies-about-nato/
https://euromaidanpress.com/2022/01/29/the-real-security-concerns-beind-russias-lies-about-nato/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/is-ukraines-reformed-military-ready-to-repel-a-new-russian-invasion/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/is-ukraines-reformed-military-ready-to-repel-a-new-russian-invasion/


 
 

equipped, or trained to meet Russian aggression. Ukraine was neither 

psychologically nor legally prepared for hybrid war. Its logistic stockpiles were, 

with the exception of weapons and ammunition mostly from the Soviet period, non-

existent. At the beginning of the war, there was virtually no budget. The command 

and control system was not suited to combat activities. 

Even though the military has been prioritized for the last seven years, it has been 

impossible to overcome decades of neglect. The UAF therefore still has several 

enduring strategic vulnerabilities […] There are gaps in key operational and 

combat capabilities, namely Navy, Air Defence, and Tactical Aviation.” 

Ukraine was in essence demilitarized already when Russia chose to attack in 

2014. The presence capabilities are a consequence of its aggressions.  Despite 

tremendous efforts to close the critical vulnerabilities (in the face of lack of 

Western support), it still failed to deter the further escalation of the war. The 

demilitarization of Ukraine will, therefore, not bring enduring peace.   

3. Foreign military bases. 

The argument that NATO bases in Ukraine would threaten Russia is no less 
illogical than any of the above-mentioned demands. In its “ultimatum” to the 
USA and NATO on 16 December 2021, Russia wished to “regulate NATOs force 
posture in all countries which joined the Alliance after 1997 (Albania, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Montenegro, 
North Macedonia, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia). Having started wars 
in Europe, Russia wants to limit the Alliance’s ability to forward deploy units in 
response to its aggressive foreign policy.” 

Russia also demanded that the “USA refrain from flying heavy bombers or 
deploying surface warships, including in the framework of the Alliance, in areas 
“where they can attack targets in the territory” of Russia, they call on NATO in 
principle to refrain from operating in the Black Sea, the Baltic Sea, the Barents 
Sea and the Arctic, as well as the airspace over Northern, Central and Eastern 
Europe.” 

The present demand is, therefore, a continuation of an ultimatum that already 

extends to a greater part of Europe. If Russia was willing to go back on its 
demands to the USA and NATO, any hypothetical foreign bases in Ukraine 
would not change the rationale behind the initial ultimatum as of 16 December.  

Following the Russian “irrationality”, the Alliance would still be able to (if they so 
wished …) threaten Russia from anywhere it desired. The flying time of a cruise 
missile from any of the Baltic countries to Moscow is no longer than from 
Ukraine.  

If NATO does not, as I claim, constitute a military threat to Russia, foreign bases 
on Ukrainian territory does not threaten Russia. They would protect Ukraine 
from being attacked by Russia. Demanding the opportunity to forward deploy 
NATO forces to deter Russian aggressions does not bring hope for peaceful 

coexistence.  

4. Recognition of Crimea as Russian 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2021/12/27/natos-defining-moment-response-to-russia/
https://euromaidanpress.com/2021/12/27/natos-defining-moment-response-to-russia/
https://euromaidanpress.com/2021/12/27/natos-defining-moment-response-to-russia/


 
 

For the last 8 years, Russia has stated that the issue about Crimea is not open 
for negotiations. It is off the table. Period.  

Any concessions from Ukraine would mean that the international sanctions 
imposed as a response to Russia’s illegal occupation and annexation of the 
peninsular will be lifted.  

Additionally, it would run contrary to both the will of the Ukrainian population 
and international law. Armed aggression must not be allowed to succeed. Any 
concessions to the contrary would, therefore, only bring promises of 
further Russian aggression.  

5. Recognition of the independence of DNR and LNR 

This follows the same argument as the previous point. Any concessions to the 
contrary would, therefore, only bring promises of further Russian 
aggression. 

6. Protection of the Russian language in Ukraine. 

The demand is based on one of the many Russian disinformation narratives. The 
promotion of the Ukrainian language is a natural consequence of an evolving 
democracy. The overwhelming majority, 72%, of Ukrainian citizens are confident 
that the Ukrainian language is an important attribute of Ukraine's 
independence.  Most Ukrainian believe that the rights of Russian speakers are 
not being violated. Only 26% believe that the rights of Russian speakers are 
violated in some cases (including 40% in the East), and 10% speak of constant 
violations (21% in the East). 

Diversified views are a healthy sign of any democracy. As such, it is important to 
remember that Russia has no rights whatsoever to impose its language on a 
sovereign and independent country. Making the demands demonstrates its 
intention to uphold its pressure on Ukraine in the years to come.  

7. De-Nazification 

The demand for “de-Nazification” is just another of Russia’s horrific narratives 
without any root in reality. The right-wing political force is smaller than any of 
the EU member states. It is just a horrible lie, again demonstrating Russia’s 
distorted worldview. And that – the distorted world view – will not disappear 
after a hypothetical peace agreement.  

After more than 8 years of Russian unprovoked and unjustifiable war against its 
neighbour, the head of the Russian delegation makes the following mind-blowing 
comment: “We need a peaceful, free, independent Ukraine, neutral -- not a member of 
military blocs, not a member of NATO. A country that is our friend, a neighbour, 

with whom we are developing relations together, building our future, and 
which is not a base for military and economic attacks against our country." 
After 8 years of war, the statement is probably the best indication of the Russian 
sincerity. He is, in essence, referring to President Putin “manifest” from last year in 
which he wrote:  

“I am confident that true sovereignty of Ukraine is possible only in 

partnership with Russia. Our spiritual, human and civilizational ties formed for 
centuries and have their origins in the same sources, they have been hardened 

https://ratinggroup.ua/en/research/ukraine/chetvertyy_obschenacionalnyy_opros_ukraincev_v_usloviyah_voyny_12-13_marta_2022_goda.html?fbclid=IwAR1etAfb2FODFby61FEgY0wJk01ptUzMmpWj-lJKZBl9ja_ucIVkTFNCAAI
https://www.unian.info/society/ukrainian-language-most-citizens-see-it-as-element-of-independence-11142515.html
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181


 
 

by common trials, achievements and victories. Our kinship has been 
transmitted from generation to generation. It is in the hearts and the memory of 
people living in modern Russia and Ukraine, in the blood ties that unite 

millions of our families. Together we have always been and will be many times 
stronger and more successful. For we are one people.” 

Unless the West are truly committed, I fear that no other “security guarantee” will 
be worth the paper it is written on.  

The West's reluctance to engage actively in the defence of Ukraine (not an 
attack on Russia) demonstrates that the only security guarantee that will 
work is NATO article 5.  
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