
 
 

Morning report day 28 - March 23  

The report is based on media reports, expert analyses and official information 
posted online. 

Situation  

According to information from the General Staff as of 18.00 23.03.2022, 
supplemented by its [noon assessment]:  

Quote. “[Russian occupation forces continue to conduct their strategic 

offensive operation against Ukraine. Due to a lack of success in their war 
against the Ukrainian people, the enemy has proceeded to turn to the total 

destruction of critical objects of infrastructure.] 

[Ukraine's Armed Forces, in close cooperation with other defence service units, 
continue to hold down the occupied frontiers, carry out reconnaissance of the 
enemy in all directions of its advances, and fire back with all forces and means.] 

The [Ukrainian] defence 
forces continue to 

conduct a defence 

operation in the Eastern, 
Southern, and Northeastern 
directions. 

In the North-Eastern 

direction, the defence 
operation continues in a 
designated operational 
zone. The main efforts are 
focused on covering the 
state border, holding back the enemy's offence in the area of Malyn. 

In the Siversky region, a group of troops holds the defence of Chernihiv and 
holds back the advancement of the enemy in the direction of Kyiv. 

[Thus, in the Donetsk and Luhansk directions, the enemy has attempted to 
move forward and secure their position but had no success.] 

In the Eastern direction, the operational groups of troops are operating in the 
Donetsk, Slobozhansk, and Eastern part of the Tavriya operational districts. 
They are not allowing the enemy an opportunity to renew their offence in the 
directions of Slov'yansk and, part of the forces, on the Lozova locality. They are 
restraining the advances of the enemy in the direction of Zaporizhya. 

The combined forces are holding back the invader in the direction of the cities of 
Popasna and Kurakhove. They are also carrying out the circular defence of 
Mariupol. 

[The military-political leadership of the Republic of Belarus continues the provide 
comprehensive support to the enemy's military, by giving it the use of its airfield 



 
 

and transport network, certain healthcare facilities, and is acting as an accomplice 
in crimes against the Ukrainian people.] 

In the South-East direction a defence operation is being carried out, as well as 
the support of troops' ground operations and individual units, and the defence of 
bases and seaports in the Black Sea operational zone. The defence of the city of 
Mykolaiv and Mykolaiv oblast continues. 

Our defenders are holding back the enemy in the direction of Kryviy Rih and 
Novovorontsovska, conducting a stabilising operation, and carrying out territorial 
defence tasks. 

The Air Force and Armed Forces of Ukraine are repulsing concentrated 
missile and airstrikes of the enemy, covering important objects in Ukraine from 
the air, and grouping troops. Over the past 24 hours over 17 of the enemy's air 
targets have been hit (6 aircraft, 5 UAVs, 1 helicopter and 5 cruise missiles). 
Additionally, the aviation of the Air Forces have made devastating blows to the 

accumulation of equipment and manpower of the enemy, and have damaged 
the enemy's cruise missiles. 

[At the same time, there is the possibility of involving the armed forces of the 

Republic of Belarus in the war against Ukraine on the side of the Russian 
Federation. However, according to the information available, a large number of 
personnel as well as some commanders are refusing to participate in the 
occupation of our state.] 

On the territory of Belarus the representatives of the opposition forces and 
concerned citizens who condemn the assistance of the current illegitimate 
government of the Russian Federation in the war with Ukraine, have partially 

disrupted the railway connection between the republic of Belarus and 

Ukraine. Information to be confirmed. 

At the same time, based on the available information, Russian and Belarusian 
military equipment is being actively moved across the territory of the Republic of 
Belarus, and further accumulated along the Ukrainian border. 

In certain areas, the enemy has been demoralised. Thus, during the storming of 
the city of Mariupol, in one of the special forces units that were involved in active 
hostilities, less than 10% of the personnel are prepared to continue to take part in 
the war, and the remaining personnel are either killed, wounded, ill, or 
demoralised. 

On the territory of the Russian Federation, covert mobilisation continues, to 
replenish the personnel losses in the occupying group of troops operating on the 
territory of Ukraine. Military commissariats are making efforts to attract former 
servicemen to serve and sign the relevant contracts of former servicemen, and 
preference is given to those with combat experience. ” Unquote.   

On Tuesday, the General Staff reported that:  

In the Black Sea and Azov operational zones, the ships of the Russian Navy 
perform tasks in certain areas of the Black Sea. Up to 5 ships of various types 
continue to be stationed in the North-Eastern part of the Sea of Azov to support the 
actions of the ground forces of the occupying forces. 



 
 

Cases of mass refusal of servicemen of the Armed Forces of the Russian 
Federation to take part in the war against Ukraine continue to be recorded. 
According to the available information, in the 155th separate brigade of marines 
since the beginning of the war about 220 servicemen refused to take part in the 
armed aggression against Ukraine. In total, since February 24 this year, about 50 
servicemen have been killed and about 110 wounded. Also, the death of senior 
officers in the Russian-Ukrainian war has caused a great resonance in Russian 
society. 

The enemy, as noted earlier, has significant problems with the logistics of 
occupying forces in almost all directions. In addition, the occupying forces continue 
to suffer significant losses due to an inadequately organized medical 

supply system. Thus, due to untimely provision of medical care, lack of medical 
evacuation of the wounded and lack of medicines, units of the 7th Assault Division 
of the Airborne Forces of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation suffered 
heavy losses.  

Periodically, warships attack the city of Odesa and along the Ukrainian coast 
with rocket and artillery, the Centre for Defence Strategies reports. On March 22, 
Odesa and surrounding areas were attacked by enemy missiles at least three times, 
including from Crimea. 

A Russian serviceman allegedly surrendered his tank to Ukraine after Kyiv 
offers a $10,000 reward and citizenship prospects, Interfax reports. He handed 
over his fully operable tank to the Ukrainian forces after seeing in his phone a 
targeted text with the Ukrainian government’s offer that guaranteed safety, a 
financial reward, as well as potential Ukrainian citizenship once the war is over. 

The Russian forces are acting very cautiously with regard to the gas transport 
infrastructure in Ukraine, Yuriy Vitrenko, chairman of Naftogaz of Ukraine, said, 
Interfax reports. "Therefore, it's obvious to us that they don't want to cause damage 
to their own commercial interests and their commercial relations, he said. Vitrenko 
reaffirmed that Kyiv currently remains fully in control of the gas transport process, 
and Gazprom is utilizing the contracted facilities.” 

According to British Defence Intelligence, (last 24 hours): 

• The battlefield across northern Ukraine remains largely static with Russian 
forces likely conducting a period of reorganisation before resuming large-scale 
offensive operations. 

• Russian forces are attempting to envelop Ukrainian forces in the east of 
the country as they advance from the direction of Kharkiv in the north and 
Mariupol in the south. 

• Russian forces are still attempting to circumvent Mykolaiv as they look 
drive west towards Odesa. 

• The Ukrainian civilian population in Russian-occupied cities continues to 

protest against Russian control. 

• Russian efforts to subdue the population by manipulating the media, 
spreading propaganda and installing puppets, pro-Kremlin, leaders have so far 
failed. 

• Russia will probably respond to these failures by employing increasingly 

violent and coercive measures in an attempt to suppress the Ukrainian 
population. 

https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3437016-russian-serviceman-surrenders-tank-to-ukraine-after-kyiv-offers-10000-reward-citizenship-prospects.html
https://interfax.com/newsroom/top-stories/77174/
https://mobile.twitter.com/DefenceHQ


 
 

As of Tuesday 22.03.2022, the approximate losses of weapons and military 
equipment of the Russian Armed Forces from the beginning of the war to the 
present day:  

• personnel – more than 15,300 people (+300),  

• tanks – 509 units (+11),  

• armoured combat vehicles – 1556 units (+21),  

• artillery systems – 252 (+12),  

• multiple rocket launchers – 80 (no change),  

• air defence means – 45 (no change),  

• aircraft - 99 (+2),  

• helicopters - 123 (+2),  

• automotive technology – 1000 (+31),  

• light speedboats - 3 units (no change),  

• fuel and lubricant tanks – 70 (+10),  

• UAV operational and tactical level – 35 (+11) 

• Special equipment – 15 (+2) 
 

Humanitarian  

According to UNHCR 3,557,245 refugees has been registered as of 21 March.  

The UN says that so far Poland has taken in 2,113,554 refugees, Romania 543,308, 
Moldova 367,913, Hungary 317,863, Slovakia 253,592, Russia 252,376 and 
Belarus 4,308. 

As of 8 a.m. on March 22, 2022, since the beginning of the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, 117 children have been killed and 155 injured. It is not possible to 
establish the actual number of dead and wounded children due to ongoing fighting 
in Ukrainian cities. 

Representatives of the so-called "DPR" seized an evacuation column with 
Ukrainian State Emergency Services officers on an agreed route near Mariupol, 
Ukrayinska Pravda reported Tuesday evening. “Iryna Vereshchuk:  "Today there is a 
convoy of buses on the corridor we tried to open again, there are SES officers who 
were seized by DNR representatives. They are standing near Mangush. We are trying 
to get them out with all our might." 

Legal  

The vast majority of enemy shelling falls on civilian infrastructure, according to 
Deputy Head of the State Emergency Service of Ukraine Roman Primush. 90% of 
Russian shelling “is carried out on non-military targets. We make 200 trips a day 
for such cases. Most rescuers are involved in Donetsk, Luhansk, Kharkiv regions, 
as well as in the cities of Kyiv and Kharkiv."  

Bombings and shelling damaged 548 educational facilities, 72 of which were 
completely destroyed. 

At least 62 healthcare facilities have been hit in Ukraine as of March 18, the World 
Health Organization said Tuesday, the Washington Post reports. Fifteen people were 
killed and 37 injured in the attacks since February 24, the organization said. 
“Attacks on health care violate international law and endanger lives,” the WHO said 

https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/278115861168166
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine#_ga=2.13073975.1412109407.1646928156-1494943006.1646928156
https://www.pravda.com.ua/articles/2022/03/22/7333457/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/03/22/russia-ukraine-war-news-putin-live-updates/#link-75NRBEHMHNDUTBHTDESHZH7QKY


 
 

in an email. Even in times of conflict, we must protect the sanctity and safety of 
health care, a fundamental human right.” 

According to the General Staff of Ukraine:  

• Russia continues to carry out artillery shelling and rocket attacks of 
residential neighbourhoods, historic architectural sites, schools, hospitals, 
and civilian industries. 

• In towns and villages that peacefully resist the occupants' armed forces, they 
resort to looting and violence against civilians. 

Last week, President Biden described President Vladimir Putin as “a war criminal” 
for ordering attacks on innocent civilians in Ukraine. For Syrians, Biden’s 

comments are welcome but about seven years too late, considering that the Russian 
military has been committing war crimes there (in collaboration with Bashar al-
Assad’s regime) since 2015, Josh Rogin writes in Washington Post. “Perhaps if the 
world had held Putin accountable then, he wouldn’t be committing war crimes in 
Ukraine now.” 

Environmental 

In a speech by video link, President Zelensky warned Italy’s Parliament on Tuesday 
that “famine was approaching for several countries” that depended on Ukrainian 
corn, oil and wheat, including Italy’s “neighbours across the sea,” referring to some 
North African nations, The New York Times reports. “How can we sow under the 
strikes of Russian artillery? How can we cultivate when our enemy destroys our 
fields and our fuel?” 

Forest fires broke out around the Chernobyl nuclear site Monday, raising fears that 
radiation could spread from the crippled facility, the Washington Post reports. 
Ukraine’s minister of natural resources later told the Associated Press that the fires 
had been extinguished, easing the immediate alarm.  

“At least seven fires within the plant’s exclusion zone had been observed on 
satellite imagery from the European Space Agency, the parliament said in a 
statement. […] Ukrainian officials and firefighters could not carry out their usual 
functions in the area to extinguish the fires because of Russian control of the plant, 
the update added. It also warned that fires within “a 10-kilometre radius” [6.2 
miles] of significant radioactive waste and contamination could pose a “particular 
danger.” Nuclear energy experts said the fires could also threaten critical electricity 
transmission lines, which had been recently repaired. “The facilities themselves’ 
greatest vulnerability is a loss of power,” said Edwin Lyman, director of nuclear 
power safety at the Union of Concerned Scientists.” 

Support  

Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi said that Italy wants Ukraine to join the 
European Union, Interfax reports. He stressed that […] Italy admired the courage, 
determination and patriotism […] of the citizens of Ukraine. "Today, Ukraine is not 
just defending itself. It is defending our peace, our freedom, our security. It is 
defending this multilateral order based on the rules and rights that we painstakingly 
created after the war.”  

https://www.cnn.com/2022/03/16/politics/biden-calls-putin-a-war-criminal/index.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/12/01/russia/syria-war-crimes-month-bombing-aleppo
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/22/biden-putin-war-criminal-syria-ukraine-universal-jurisdiction/
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/03/22/world/ukraine-russia-war?name=styln-russia-ukraine&region=hub&block=storyline_live_updates_block_recirc&action=click&pgtype=LegacyCollection#speaking-to-italys-parliament-zelensky-evokes-the-threat-of-famine-and-the-fate-of-europe
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/03/22/chernobyl-forest-fire-radiation-ukraine-russia/
https://interfax.com.ua/news/general/816802.html


 
 

European Union leaders are set to agree this week on an international fund to 
help finance the reconstruction of Ukraine from the destruction wrought by the 
Russian invasion, a draft of their summit statement showed, Reuters reports. 
“Bearing in mind the destruction and enormous losses brought upon Ukraine by 
Russia's military aggression, the European Union is committed to providing support to 
the Ukrainian Government for its immediate needs and, once the Russian onslaught 
has ceased, for the reconstruction of a democratic Ukraine," the leaders will say 
following a summit on Mar. 24-25, according to a draft summit statement seen by 
Reuters. […] Some EU politicians have called for the use of Russian assets frozen 

by the West, including some $300 billion of Russian central bank reserves, as 
reconstruction money for Ukraine once the aggression ends.” 

About 355,000 have returned to Ukraine since February 24, Ukrainian State 

Border Guard Service reported 22 March. 

New developments  

A. Negotiations are still ongoing. Dmitry Peskov, the press secretary of the 
President of the Russian Federation, told reporters on Tuesday that making 
the substance of the negotiations public can only damage the 
negotiation process, which is already going much slower and less 
meaningful than Kremlin would like, TASS reports. The demands of the 
Russian Federation are well known to the Ukrainian side and all the 
necessary draft documents were handed over to Ukraine quite a few days 
ago, indicating that Russia’s position has not moved.  

B. U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Tuesday urged an end to 
the "absurd war", warning that the conflict is "going nowhere, fast" and that 
the Ukrainian people are "enduring a living hell", Reuters reports. 
"Continuing the war in Ukraine is morally unacceptable, politically indefensible 
and militarily nonsensical," Guterres told reporters in New York.  

C. Russia has requested a vote in the UN Security Council on a resolution 
regarding Ukraine. According to TASS, Russia has asked for a March 23 
vote in the UN Security Council on its draft resolution related to the 
humanitarian situation in Ukraine. The draft resolution proposes a ceasefire 
for the evacuation of all civilians, ensuring the protection of the civilian 
population and civilian objects. The document also calls for funding for the 
UN's humanitarian response program. 

D. President Zelensky would welcome Pope Francis and his role as a 
mediator in the war with Russia, he announced Tuesday, The Hill reports. 

E. Moscow has terminated peace treaty talks with Tokyo in light of 
unilateral restrictions imposed by Japan against Russia over Ukraine, 
TASS reports. “Tokyo expressed its protest to Russia’s Ambassador to Japan 
Mikhail Galuzin over Moscow’s decision to abandon peace treaty talks, 
Japan’s Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi told reporters on Tuesday.” 

F. It is "clear" that Russia is considering the use of chemical and biological 
weapons in Ukraine, US President Joe Biden said Monday and warned of a 
"severe" Western response if it chose to do so France24 reports. 

G. EU Foreign ministers have reached a political agreement to give Ukraine 
another €500 million in arms and military equipment following a meeting 
in Brussels on Monday, Euronews reports. “The bloc's top diplomat, Josep 
Borrell, reaffirmed the bloc's unity against Russia, committing to continue all 
kinds of support to the embattled country, including financial, humanitarian 
and military support. Member states also formally approved the EU's plan to 

boost its security and defence by 2030 known as the Strategic Compass.” 

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-set-up-ukraine-post-war-reconstruction-fund-draft-statement-says-2022-03-22/
https://tass.ru/politika/14144329
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/un-chief-says-time-end-russias-absurd-war-ukraine-2022-03-22/
https://tass.ru/politika/14147771
https://thehill.com/policy/international/europe/599153-zelensky-speaks-with-pope-would-welcome-mediating-role
https://tass.com/world/1425705
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220322-biden-says-putin-considering-using-chemical-biological-weapons-in-ukraine
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2022/03/21/brussels-agrees-on-more-military-aid-for-ukraine-but-no-new-sanctions


 
 

Assessment  

1. On the War 

The Institute for the Study of War has made the following assessment as of Tuesday 

22 March:  

(quote) “The initial Russian campaign to invade and conquer Ukraine is 

culminating without achieving its objectives—it is being defeated, in other 

words. The war is settling into a stalemate condition in much of the theatre. But 

the war isn’t over and isn’t likely to end soon. Nor is the outcome of the war yet 

clear. The Russians might still win; the Ukrainians might win; the war might 

expand to involve other countries; or it might turn into a larger-scale version of the 

stalemate in Ukraine’s east that had persisted from 2014 to the start of Russia’s 

invasion in February 2022. The failure of Russia’s initial military campaign 

nevertheless marks an important inflection that has implications for the 

development and execution of Western military, economic, and political strategies. 

The West must continue supplying Ukraine with the weapons it needs to 

fight, but it must now also expand its aid dramatically to help keep 

Ukraine alive as a country even in conditions of stalemate. […] 

A campaign is a major military undertaking launched as part of a war effort to 

achieve one or more objectives that are necessary but not necessarily sufficient to 

achieving the overall war aims. The Russian invasion of Ukraine that began nearly 

a month ago was such an undertaking—its aims of seizing Kyiv and Ukraine’s 

other major cities were part of a larger effort to replace the government of 

Ukraine, destroy the Ukrainian military, and allow Russian President 

Vladimir Putin to set political, economic, and security conditions in 

Ukrainian territory to his liking. 

It is useful to compare Putin’s initial campaign with the German invasion of the 

Soviet Union (USSR) that began in June 1941. The German objectives were to seize 

Leningrad (today’s St. Petersburg), Moscow, and Ukraine to knock the USSR out of 

the war quickly. The Germans destroyed huge portions of the Soviet military, 

besieged Leningrad, reached the outskirts of Moscow, and then the campaign 

culminated in winter 1941. Like the Russians in Ukraine today, the Germans in 

1941 continued to try to get more combat power to the front and launch 

increasingly hopeless attacks against Moscow well past the point of diminishing 

returns—which is one sign that a campaign has culminated. The Germans failed to 

take any of their objectives. 

The German campaign culminated with Leningrad besieged, though, and it 

remained besieged for nearly 900 days. But the 1941 campaign was 

unquestionably defeated, the Germans went over to the defence, the Soviets 

launched a counter-offensive, and then the Germans launched a new campaign in 

1942 that culminated at Stalingrad. Leningrad remained besieged the entire time. 

So a campaign can end with a major city (much larger than Mariupol, for 

example) besieged, the war not over, both sides fighting, and yet the 

campaign can have failed. That’s the situation the Russians now likely face in 

Ukraine.  […] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/what-stalemate-means-ukraine-and-why-it-matters


 
 

Stalemate describes a condition in war in which neither side can change 

the front lines dramatically no matter how hard it tries. […] World War I 

epitomized stalemate. Stalemate in that conflict, as in others, saw lots of very hard 

and nasty fighting with many casualties on both sides. The front lines became 

generally (but not completely) static, with very little movement. […] 

But stalemate often involves large and bloody battles. […] And stalemates 

can ultimately be broken, as the one in World War I eventually was. One side or 

the other can lose its will. One side or the other can gain a new ally (like 

the US in World War I). One side or the other can gain a technological 

advantage, although that’s less common […]. One side or the other can just be 

ground down and collapse (like Russia in 1917). Many things can happen in the 

context of a huge amount of fighting and dying, all in conditions of stalemate. That 

is the most likely course of action we see in Ukraine right now. 

Our assessment that the Russian campaign has culminated and that 

conditions of stalemate are emerging rests on our assessments, laid out 

carefully in many fully documented reports published on our website (not just 

maps) and increasingly validated by reports from various Western intelligence 

communities, that the Russians do not have the capability to bring a lot of 

fresh effective combat power to the fight in a short period of time. The 

kinds of mobilizations the Russians are engaging in will generate renewed fighting 

power in months at the earliest. Unless something remarkable happens to 

break the stalemate now settling in, the stalemate is likely to last for 

months. Hence our assessment and our forecast. […] 

We published our assessment that this Russian campaign has culminated 

because it has important, urgent implications for Western policy. If our 

assessment is correct, then the West must increase efforts to supply Ukraine with 

all the materials it will need to survive as a country and continue fighting during 

conditions of stalemate and siege, which will be brutal. The West will have to help 

Ukraine stabilize a functioning economy in its unoccupied territory that can survive 

even under constant Russian attack. It will have to move beyond the appropriately 

rushed effort to get specific high-end defensive systems to Ukrainian soldiers and 

think about the bigger problem of keeping Ukraine and Ukrainians alive during a 

long war.” (unquote) 

2. Consequences and what to do?   

Western leaders try desperately to hasten an end to the war through diplomacy, 
economic pressure and weapon shipments to Ukraine. While we are still waiting for 
the full effect of the former, defensive aid has helped slow down the Russian 
advance and demoralize the soldiers.  

While the advance has slowed down, it has not stopped completely. The Ukrainian 
Armed Forces are also taking losses and are being pushed back in some areas. If (1) 
the Russian Armed Forces succeed in encircling or evicting the Ukrainian forces in 
Donbas, (2) Mariupol falls, (3) the Armed Forces of Belarus enters the fight and (4) 
the Russian Air Force gains air supremacy over Ukraine we might see a renewed 
momentum in the Russian offensive.  



 
 

That said, this will not solve what appears its inherent structural problems. Its 
ability to plan and conduct complex air operations will not improve anytime soon. 
Neither will their ability to operate jointly. The defence industry analyst and 
consultant specialising in Land Warfare and ex-British Army officer, Nicholas 
Drummond, wrote: “Russia’s disastrous tactics have been a terrible advertisement 
for tanks. But we should be careful to avoid drawing the wrong conclusions. No 
artillery support. No infantry support. No air support. This is not how combined 
arms tactics work in an era of multi-domain operations.” 

The Russian situational awareness will remain limited compared to that of the 
Ukrainian side considering its support from its partners. The technical status of the 
Russian equipment will not turn to the better; - quite the opposite. Logistics will 
remain a problem. Even more so as the logistic lines increases. Most importantly, 
the morale and motivation of its soldiers will remain low, while both Ukrainian civil 
and armed resistance will grow in scope and ferocity. 

A stalemate and a long and horrific war of attrition might very well be the most 
likely scenario. U.N. Secretary-General on Tuesday urged an end to the "absurd 
war", warning that the conflict is "going nowhere, fast" and that the Ukrainian 
people are "enduring a living hell. […] Continuing the war in Ukraine is morally 
unacceptable, politically indefensible and militarily nonsensical", he said.  

Russia does not want a stalemate for the obvious reason that it cannot endure the 
long-term costs of a protracted war. Desperate times call for desperate measures, 
lending credibility to US President Joe Biden's claim that it’s "clear" Russia is 
considering the use of chemical and biological weapons in Ukraine.  

The potential horror of it is unspeakable but in principle not different from the 
horrific atrocities Russia is already conducting in Mariupol, Chernihiv, Kharkiv, 
Kyiv and many other cities and villages in Ukraine. While the destruction of cities 
by missiles, bombs and artillery takes longer than time, the outcome is still the 
same. Death and suffering of millions of innocents, and an unprecedented refugee 
crisis and humanitarian catastrophe.  

Biden reiterated the use of chemical and biological weapons would prompt a 
"severe" but so far undefined response from the West. 

As the fourth week of the full-scale war is drawing to an end (and more than 8 years 
after the war started) it is hard to fathom why NATO has not yet been able to 
declare its “red lines”. I find it equally hard to understand why the biggest military 
alliance in history is not actively signalling the intention to intervene in line with the 
UN Charter, its strategic concept, the urgent call for help from Ukraine and not at 
least, our core values and principles. To act because it is the right thing to do.  

The answer might very well be connected to the EU’s fifth round of sanctions. The 
European Union's foreign ministers disagreed on Monday on whether and how to 
slap sanctions on Russia's lucrative energy sector over its invasion of Ukraine.  

Diplomats caution that energy was one of the most complex sectors to sanction 
because each EU country has its own red lines, Reuters reports. While “the Baltics 
want an oil embargo, Germany and Italy, which depend on Russian gas, are pushing 
back because of already high energy prices. Sanctions on coal are a red line for some, 
including Germany, Poland and Denmark, while for others, such as the Netherlands, 

https://twitter.com/nicholadrummond/status/1498379708827852802?s=20&t=LKBh4ZpHwoTDhKsYjIBD-Q
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/un-chief-says-time-end-russias-absurd-war-ukraine-2022-03-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-mull-russian-oil-embargo-with-biden-set-join-talks-2022-03-21/


 
 

oil is untouchable. Moscow itself has warned that such sanctions could prompt it to 
close a gas pipeline to Europe - another potential deterrent.” 

Russia's siege and bombardment of Mariupol and other Ukrainian cities are 
undeniably increasing pressure for action. Russian use of chemical or biological 
weapons in Ukraine might be the act beyond the still undeclared NATO “red line”, 
triggering a military intervention. Maybe.  

Or maybe we will continue to see the mantra that “If NATO becomes directly 
involved in the conflict, this could lead to a full-fledged war in Europe” being retold 
by politicians, experts and media until that becomes the established “truth”, despite 
the conflict already being a wider conflict; despite that we are already exposed to 
Russian aggression; and despite the inherent deterrence of the Alliance.  

One day before the extraordinary NATO summit, it is important to remind all NATO 
members that: “NATO’s fundamental and enduring purpose is to safeguard the 

freedom and security of all its members by political and military means. Today, 
the Alliance remains an essential source of stability in an unpredictable world. NATO 
member states form a unique community of values, committed to the principles of 
individual liberty, democracy, human rights and the rule of law. The Alliance is firmly 
committed to the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations, and to the Washington Treaty, which affirms the primary responsibility of 

the Security Council for the maintenance of international peace and 

security. NATO will actively employ an appropriate mix of those political and military 
tools to help manage developing crises that have the potential to affect Alliance 
security, before they escalate into conflicts; to stop ongoing conflicts where they 

affect Alliance security; and to help consolidate stability in post-conflict situations 
where that contributes to Euro-Atlantic security.” 

Safeguarding freedom and security, defending democracy and the principles of 
individual liberty, democracy, human rights, and the rule of law come at a cost. 
Trying to avoid the costs undermine NATO's credibility and our collective 
security.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hans Petter Midttun, Independent Analyst, Hybrid Warfare, Non-resident Fellow at 

Centre for Defence Strategies, board member Ukrainian Institute for Security and 

Law of the Sea, former Defence Attaché of Norway to Ukraine and Officer (R) of the 

Norwegian Armed Forces.  

https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/pdf_publications/20120214_strategic-concept-2010-eng.pdf
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/pdf_publications/20120214_strategic-concept-2010-eng.pdf

