
 
 

Morning report day 35 - March 30  

The report is based on media reports, expert analyses, and official information 
posted online. 

Situation  

According to information from the General Staff as of 06.00 30.03.2022, 
supplemented by its [midnight assessment]:  

Quote. “The Russian enemy continues to conduct full-scale armed aggression 
against Ukraine. 

[The tasks of reaching the administrative borders of Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts, encircling the city of Kyiv and establishing control over the left-bank 
part of Ukraine remain unfulfilled by the enemy.] 

[Withdrawal of units 
of the Armed Forces of 
the Russian Federation 
from the territory of 
Kyiv and Chernihiv 
oblasts continues.] 

[According to some 
indications, the 
Russian forces is 
regrouping units to 
focus their main 

efforts on the East. At 
the same time, the so-
called "withdrawal of troops" is probably a rotation of individual units and aims to 
mislead the military leadership of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and create a 
misconception about the occupiers' refusal to plan to encircle the city of Kyiv.] 

[There are no significant changes in the composition and position of the 
Russian enemy's troops in the Volyn, Polissya, and Siversky areas. The Russian 
forces are trying to keep the previously occupied borders, they are not carrying out 
active offensive operations in these areas.] 

[In the direction of Slovyansk, the enemy continues to hold positions in the area of 
the settlements of Kamyanka, Sukha Kamyanka, and implement measures to 
supply Russian troops, regroup units and replenish supplies continued.] 

[In the Donetsk direction, the enemy continues to fire and storm. It carried 
out air and missile strikes in the areas of Kreminna and Mariupol. Its main 
efforts were focused on taking control of the settlements of Popasna, Rubizhne, 
as well as the complete capture of Mariupol, which was not successful.] 

[No changes in the composition and position of the enemy were recorded in the 
Tavriya direction.] 



 
 

• [The Russian forces carried out artillery shelling of the positions of the units 
of the Defense Forces of Ukraine near the settlements of Stepnohirsk, 
Orikhove, and Huliaipole.] 

• [In the areas of Novokarlivka and Luhivske settlements, the Russian forces 
continues to carry out fortification equipment of occupied positions and 
install minefields.] 

[In the Pivdennyi Buh directions, the Russian forces are taking measures to 
restore the combat capability of its units. It does artillery fire and airstrikes, trying 
to restrain the actions of units of the Armed Forces of Ukraine.] 

[There are no significant changes in the Black Sea and Azov operational zones.]    

In the past 24hrs, the Joint Forces of Ukraine have repulsed four attacks by the 
Russian occupiers in the Donetsk and Luhansk areas. Our soldiers destroyed 7 
tanks, 7 armoured vehicles units, 2 vehicles and an anti-tank gun. The 
enemy suffered casualties.“ unquote 

During the last 24 hours, the Ukrainian General Staff has reported on the Russian 
manning and logistic challenges: 

• The enemy is weakened, disoriented, much of it is cut off from logistics 

and continues to suffer losses.  
• Units of the 4th (Tskhinvali district, South Ossetia) and 7th (Abkhazia) 

military bases, which are part of the Southern Military District of the Armed 
Forces of the Russian Federation, were transferred from the occupied 
territories of Georgia to the territory of Ukraine in order to recruit the armed 
forces of the Russian federation. 

• From the 4th military base, three Batallion Task Groups (BTGs) with a total 
number of up to 1,200 Russian and Ossetian servicemen were formed 
and sent to Ukraine. Two units of the 7th Military Base were formed, which is 
about 800 people. 

• In the temporarily occupied territory of the Luhansk region, the occupying 
authorities plan to hold another wave of mobilization from April 1 this 

year. Such efforts may be made in the recently occupied territories of the 
region. 

• According to available information, the armed forces of the Russian Federation 
continue to have problems with manning units. Thus, servicemen of the 
26th Tank Regiment of the 47th Tank Division, who signed contracts after they 
started participating in the war with Ukraine, have begun to submit reports 
requesting to terminate the contract and send them to a permanent location for 
further service. 

• [There is a problem with strengthening and rotating the existing 

Russian forces. Thus, only in the Pacific Fleet, recruitment units, due to the 
refusal of personnel to participate in the so-called "special operation", are not 
able to staff even one battalion-tactical group.] 

• On the territory of the Russian Federation, in the area of the settlement of 
Boguchar, the Russian enemy is taking measures to remove from long-term 
storage of military and special equipment. More than 40 percent of this 

equipment is out of order. 

In addition to capturing and destroying civilian ships and attacking Ukraine 
from the sea, Russia has also been laying sea mines in the Black Sea since 24 
February. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine highlights in a statement that 

https://mfa.gov.ua/news/zayava-mzs-ukrayini-shchodo-protipravnoyi-diyalnosti-vms-rf-v-chornomu-mori


 
 

the mines that were discovered on March 26-28, 2022 off the coast of Turkey and 
Romania are not registered with the Naval Forces of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. 
“These mines were seized by the Russian armed forces in 2014 during the military 
invasion and temporary Russian occupation of the Ukrainian city of Sevastopol. 
Thus, Russia, using naval mines seized in 2014, deliberately provokes and 
discredits Ukraine in front of international partners.”  

A major Ukrainian internet provider reports a cyberattack on Monday, The New 
York Times reports. Ukrtelecom, Ukraine’s second-biggest telephone and internet 
company, suffered a large cyber attack, the State Special Communications Service 
of Ukraine reported. The agency said Russian forces were responsible. The provider 
reduced service to most private users and business clients during the attack to be 
able to continue providing it to Ukraine’s military. NetBlocks, an independent global 
internet monitor, reported it was the most serious attack on the provider since 
Russia invaded Ukraine last month, reducing Ukrtelecom connectivity to only 13 
percent of prewar levels. 

According to British Defence Intelligence, (last 24 hours): 

• Russian units suffering heavy losses have been forced to return to 
Belarus and Russia to reorganise and resupply. Such activity is placing further 
pressure on Russia’s already strained logistics and demonstrates the 
difficulties Russia is having reorganising its units in forward areas within 
Ukraine. 

• Russia will likely continue to compensate for its reduced ground manoeuvre 
capability through mass artillery and missile strikes. 

• Russia’s stated focus on an offensive in Donetsk and Luhansk is likely a tacit 
admission that it is struggling to sustain more than one significant axis 

of advance. 

• Repeated Russian setbacks and successful counterattacks by Ukrainian forces 
mean it is almost certain that the Russian offensive has failed in its 

objective to encircle Kyiv. 

• Russian statements regarding a reduction in activity around Kyiv, and 
reporting indicating the withdrawal of some Russian units from these areas, 
may indicate Russia’s acceptance that it has now lost the initiative in 

the region. 

• It is highly likely that Russia will seek to divert combat power from the 

north to their offensive in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions in the east. 

As of Wednesday 30.03.2022, the approximate losses of weapons and military 
equipment of the Russian Armed Forces from the beginning of the war to the 
present day:  

• personnel – more than 17,300 people (+100),  

• tanks – 605 units (+8),  

• armoured combat vehicles – 1723 units (+13),  

• artillery systems – 305 (+2),  

• multiple rocket launchers – 96 (no change)  

• air defence means – 54 (no change), 

• aircraft - 131 (+4),  

• helicopters - 129 (+2),  

• automotive technology – 1184 (+6),  

• vessels/boats - 7 units (no change),  

• fuel and lubricant tanks – 75 (+2),  

https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/03/29/world/ukraine-russia-war?name=styln-russia-ukraine&region=hub&block=storyline_live_updates_block_recirc&action=click&pgtype=LegacyCollection#major-ukrainian-internet-provider-reports-a-cyberattack
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/03/29/world/ukraine-russia-war?name=styln-russia-ukraine&region=hub&block=storyline_live_updates_block_recirc&action=click&pgtype=LegacyCollection#major-ukrainian-internet-provider-reports-a-cyberattack
https://mobile.twitter.com/DefenceHQ


 
 

• UAV operational and tactical level – 81 (+10) 

• Special equipment – 21 (no change) 

• Mobile SRBM system – 4 (no change) 

Humanitarian  

According to UNHCR 3,901,713 refugees has been registered as of 28 March 12 
CET. The UN says that so far Poland has taken in 2,314,623 refugees, Romania 
602,461, the Republic of Moldova 385,222, Hungary 359,197, Slovakia 278,238, 
Russian Federation 271,254 (no changes since recent evaluation), and Belarus 
9,875.  

Environmental 

The head of the International Atomic Energy Agency arrived in Ukraine on Tuesday 
for talks with government officials over the safety of the country’s nuclear facilities, 
which have been targeted by Russian forces, The New York Times reports. The 
I.A.E.A said the visit would lay the groundwork for sending its experts into the 
country to help protect Ukraine’s nuclear sites amid the Russian invasion. “The 
military conflict is putting Ukraine’s nuclear power plants and other facilities with 
radioactive material in unprecedented danger,” Mr Grossi said in a statement. “We 
must take urgent action to make sure that they can continue to operate safely and 
securely and reduce the risk of a nuclear accident that could have a severe health 
and environmental impact both in Ukraine and beyond.” 

The General Staff of Ukraine claims that: 

• The Russian Federation and its numerous agencies in international 

organizations deny the transportation and accumulation of large 
quantities of ammunition by Russian troops near the Chornobyl 

Shelter. The activities of the Russian occupation forces at any time could 
lead to the detonation of ammunition, damage to the Chornobyl Shelter and 
radiation contamination of the territory where hundreds of millions of 
Europeans live. 

• We emphasize that, as in most other cases, the Russian Federation and 

its agents of influence are spreading misinformation. The use of the 
Chornobyl zone for the transportation and accumulation of ammunition, as 
well as the deployment of command posts of Russian troops, is carried out 
deliberately, as the Armed Forces of Ukraine cannot conduct 
hostilities in the exclusion zone. The risk of detonation of Russian 
ammunition is high and without hostilities, due to the Russian occupiers' 
neglect of security measures, as well as the widespread use of old and 
substandard ammunition. Such incidents occur in Russian warehouses and 
arsenals regularly and in peacetime, which is well known. 

Legal  

Inna Zavorotko, Major, Armed Forces of Ukraine, Department of International and 
European Law, National University of "Kyiv-Mohyla Academy" reminded the world 
about our universal commitment to protect children during conflict:  

“As per the morning of 28 March 2022, Russian attacks on Ukraine have killed at 
least 143 innocent children and injured more than 216 since 24 February 2022, 
the General Prosecutor's Office of Ukraine and the Ukrainian Parliament 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/03/29/world/ukraine-russia-war?name=styln-russia-ukraine&region=hub&block=storyline_live_updates_block_recirc&action=click&pgtype=LegacyCollection#the-head-of-the-un-nuclear-agency-arrives-in-ukraine-to-address-security-at-nuclear-sites
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/iaea-head-travels-to-ukraine-to-start-delivery-of-nuclear-safety-and-security-assistance
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/283181833994902


 
 

Commissioner for Human Rights stated. 143 names protected by international law 
were killed by Russian immorality. 

During international armed conflict (that is caused by Russian aggression and 
going on between Russia and Ukraine) children are protected by different branches 
of international law. 

Firstly, international humanitarian law protects children generally (as 

taking no part in hostilities persons) and especially (as particularly 
vulnerable persons). Thus, basic rights to life, respect for their persons, their 
honour as well as the prohibition of coercion, corporal punishment, tortures are 
guaranteed for kids as part of civilians during the international armed conflict, 
(articles 27-34 of Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in 
Time of War and article 75 of Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 
August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed 
Conflicts (Protocol I)). Imperative international humanitarian law principle of 
distinction between civilians and combatants, between civilian objects and military 
objectives also protects children from attacks (Articles 48, 51 of Protocol Additional 
to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of 
Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I); Rules 1 and 7 of Customary 
International humanitarian law). Besides this, during the international armed 
conflict children are considered a vulnerable group and object of special respect 
and protection against any form of indecent assault, (Article 77 of Protocol 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the 
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I)). 

Secondly, international law of human rights and international treaties 

require to respect rights of children during armed conflicts and taking all 
feasible measures to ensure the protection and care of children. Moreover, 
all appropriate measures to promote physical and psychological recovery and 
social reintegration of a child victim of the crime or armed conflict must be taken 
(Articles 38, 39 of The United Nations Convention on the rights of the child). 
Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (2000) and 
Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and Armed 
Conflict (1974) also address different aspects of children’s rights during the 
international armed conflict. 

Lastly, "soft law", especially within UN Security Council Resolutions, widely 

addresses children's protection during armed conflicts. One of the most 
influential of them is UN Security Council Resolution 1261 (1999). It defines six 
serious violations against children during the armed conflict. They are annually 
analyzed in the Report of the Secretary-General "Children and armed conflict" and 
Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict. Among mentioned six violations against children are 1) recruitment 
and use of children, 2) killing and maiming of children, 3) rape and other forms of 
sexual violence against children, 4) attacks on schools, hospitals and protected 
persons concerning schools and/or hospitals, 5) abduction of children and 6) 
denial of humanitarian access. 

As of 28 Mar 2022, there are sufficient grounds to believe that at least 3 

of mentioned above 6 violations are committed by the Russian Armed 
Forces against Ukrainian children: killing and maiming of children, attacks on 
schools, hospitals and protected persons concerning schools and/or hospitals and 
denial of humanitarian access. 



 
 

All mentioned violations against Ukrainian children are war crimes, 

defined by Article 8 of the Rome Statute. There is no forgiveness for Russian 
war criminals. Only criminal punishment and moral coercion.” 

The Ukrainian General Staff claim that Russian forces continue to commit illegal 
acts against the local population.  

• Thus, in the settlement of Velyka Bilozirka, units of the Russian occupiers 
were scattered throughout the settlement and placed equipment between 

residential buildings. 
• In the city of Melitopol, the Russian invaders on the outskirts of the city 

equipped checkpoints and strengthened the bypass regime. 
• The Russian forces continue to loot the homes and apartments of local 

residents, detain pro-Ukrainian activists and government officials in Ukraine. 

DIU has published the list of names of military personnel of the 54th Training 
Center (military unit 90091)for intelligence units involved in the commission of war 
crimes against the people of Ukraine on its websites.  

Support  

Due to sanctions, the implementation of Russian defence orders are disrupted, 
the Defence Intelligence of Ukraine (DIU) reports on 29 March.  Some defence order 
contracts are on the verge of failure due. Russian defence enterprises report 
problems continuing production due to rising prices for raw materials and 
components.  

“In recent decades, military production and "rearmament" of the Russian army has 
become possible through the mass purchase of foreign technology, materials and 
electronics. Without this opportunity to continue the production of modern weapons 
(missiles, tanks, aircraft) has become virtually impossible. Today, the KAMAZ plant 
has become a striking example of "technological independence" and "import 
substitution" of the Russian Federation. Modern models produced by the plant 
were equipped with Cummins engines (USA), ZF transmission (Germany) and 
Bosch fuel equipment (Germany). Now they have been forced to return to the 

production of models of the 1960s, which the Russians called "classic".” 

New developments  

A. Ukraine presented a 10-point plan under the negotiations in Istanbul on 
29 March, Meduza reports. According to the head of the Russian delegation 
Vladimir Medinsky, Kyiv’s proposals will be studied in the near future and 
reported to the president, and then Moscow will come back with a response, 
TASS reports. 

B. The Russian-Ukrainian talks that took place in Istanbul on Tuesday 
were constructive, the head of the Russian delegation, Presidential Aide 
Vladimir Medinsky, TASS reports. He said Moscow made two de-escalatory 
steps. One was offering to hold a meeting between presidents Vladimir Putin 
and Vladimir Zelensky simultaneously with the initialling of a peace treaty by 
their Foreign Ministries, or earlier than planned before. In the other step, 
Russian troops would drastically reduce their activities toward Kyiv and 
Chernihiv. The talks were supposed to last two days - March 29 and 30 - but 
sources in the Russian delegation and the Turkish Foreign Ministry said the 
round was over and the meeting on Wednesday was off.  

https://gur.gov.ua/content/voennosluzhashchye-54-tsentra-podhotovky-razvedyvatelnykh-podrazdelenyi.html
https://gur.gov.ua/content/cherez-vvedeni-sanktsii-v-rosii-zryvaietsia-vykonannia-oboronnoho-zamovlennia.html
https://meduza.io/en/slides/ukraine-s-10-point-plan
https://tass.com/politics/1429175
https://tass.com/politics/1429175


 
 

C. Russia Vows to Reduce Attacks in Northern Ukraine, The New York Times 
reported Tuesday. Russia said a meeting between President Putin and 
President Zelensky could be held once a draft peace agreement was ready. 
Ukrainian officials for the first time outlined potential concessions on 
territory occupied by Russia, proposing to negotiate the status of Crimea 
over 15 years. The future of the eastern areas that Russia no longer 
recognizes as part of Ukraine could be discussed between President Putin 
and President Zelensky, an aide to Zelensky said on Tuesday. 

D. The Verkhovna Rada will consider a bill proposing to ban the activities 
of the Ukraine Orthodox Church under the Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-
MP) on the territory of Ukraine, Ukrayinska Pravda reports. The bill proposes 
to transfer the ownership of its properties. All property should be 
nationalized. ME: UOC-MP is a part of the Russian Orthodox Church and a 
tool to expand the Russian World. Russian foreign policy and ROC are closely 
linked. The bill will, therefore, be unacceptable to Russia. 

Assessment  

1. On the War 

The Institute for the Study of War has made the following assessment as of Tuesday 

29 March:  

(quote) “The Russians have not yet 

abandoned their attacks on Kyiv, 

claims by Russian Defense Ministry 

officials notwithstanding. Russian forces 

continued fighting to hold their 

forwardmost positions on the eastern and 

western Kyiv outskirts even as badly 

damaged units withdrew to Russia from 

elsewhere on the Kyiv and Chernihiv 

axes. The Russian high command has 

likely concluded that it cannot seize Kyiv 

and may not be able to move artillery 

closer to the center of the city. It may 

have decided to stop its previous 

practices of forcing units that have 

already taken devastating losses to 

continue hopeless offensive 

operations and of feeding individual 

battalion tactical groups into the 

battle as they become available rather 

than concentrating them to achieve 

decisive effects. Russian officials are 

likely casting these decisions driven by 

military realities as overtures 

demonstrating Russia’s willingness to 

engage in serious ceasefire or peace negotiations, possibly to conceal the fact that 

they have accepted the failure of their efforts on the Kyiv axis. 

https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/03/29/world/ukraine-russia-war?name=styln-russia-ukraine&region=hub&block=storyline_live_updates_block_recirc&action=click&pgtype=LegacyCollection
https://www.pravda.com.ua/articles/2022/03/30/7335657/
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-29


 
 

Russia continues to reinforce its efforts in Ukraine’s northeast likely 

attempting to link its positions southeast of Kharkiv and Izyum with its 

forces in Luhansk Oblast. The Russians have reportedly redirected forces from 

the Chernihiv-Kharkiv axis to the Izyum-Slovyansk axis, most likely reassigning 

reinforcements rather than redeploying units already committed to fighting. 

Russian forces in the Izyum-Slovyansk area continue fighting to hold and expand 

their penetration to the southeast. 

The Russian advance in Mariupol continues to gain ground, and Russian 

forces have likely bisected or even trisected the city. Pockets of Ukrainian 

defenders continue to hold out in Mariupol, likely in several areas, but the 

Russians will likely complete the conquest of the city within days. Russian forces 

have likely taken significant casualties in the tough urban fighting in Mariupol, 

making it difficult to evaluate how much combat power the Russians will be able to 

harvest from Mariupol to use for further advances north and west. 

Russian operations in southeastern Ukraine have left large portions of 

Donetsk Oblast under Ukrainian control. Securing the boundaries of Donetsk 

Oblast along with the entirety of Luhansk Oblast will likely require a major 

offensive operation. Much of the area of Donetsk Oblast outside Russian control is 

flat and sparsely populated—terrain similar to that on which Russian forces 

elsewhere have been able to advance rapidly, at least earlier in the war. Russian 

offensive operations in similar terrain more recently have struggled, however. It is 

too soon to tell how feasible the Russian conquest of all of Donetsk and Luhansk 

will be for the Russian military in its current state. 

Key Takeaways 

• We now assess that Russian forces have given up on encircling or 

seizing Kyiv at this time. Russian forces continue to fight to hold their 

current front-line trace near the city, however, remaining dug into positions to 

the east, northwest, and west. Russian forces withdrawing from the area 

around Kyiv appear to be moving north from behind the front line to positions 

in Belarus. 

• Russia is directing some reserves to the effort to connect gains 

southeast of Kharkiv and Izyum with its front line in Luhansk. 

• Ukrainian forces continue to defend in likely isolated pockets in 

Mariupol. The city will likely fall to the Russians within days. 

• A Russian offensive operation to take the rest of the unoccupied 

Donetsk Oblast would be a significant undertaking. It remains unclear if 

Russia can harvest enough combat power from Mariupol after securing the city 

or divert reinforcements from elsewhere on a large enough scale to complete it.” 

(unquote) 

2. The 10-point Ukrainian Plan 

According to the media, the Ukrainian plan which is not independently verified, but 
is aligned with the statements from the negotiations, consists of the following ten 
points: 



 
 

i. Ukraine proclaims itself a neutral state, promising to remain nonaligned 
with any blocs and refrain from developing nuclear weapons — in exchange 
for international legal guarantees. Possible guarantor states include 
Russia, Great Britain, China, the United States, France, Turkey, Germany, 
Canada, Italy, Poland, and Israel, and other states would also be welcome to 
join the treaty. 

ii. These international security guarantees for Ukraine would not extend to 
Crimea, Sevastopol, or certain areas of the Donbas. The parties to the 
agreement would need to define the boundaries of these regions or agree that 
each party understands these boundaries differently. 

iii. Ukraine vows not to join any military coalitions or host any foreign 
military bases or troop contingents. Any international military exercises 
would be possible only with the consent of the guarantor-states. For their 
part, these guarantors confirm their intention to promote Ukraine’s 
membership in the European Union. 

iv. Ukraine and the guarantor-states agree that (in the event of aggression, 
any armed attack against Ukraine, or any military operation against Ukraine) 
each of the guarantor-states, after urgent and immediate mutual 
consultations (which must be held within three days) on the exercise of 
the right to individual or collective self-defence (as recognized by Article 51 of 
the UN Charter) will provide (in response to and based on an official appeal 
by Ukraine) assistance to Ukraine, as a permanently neutral state under 
attack. This aid will be facilitated through the immediate implementation of 
such individual or joint actions as may be necessary, including the closure 
of Ukraine’s airspace, the provision of necessary weapons, the use of 

armed force to restore and then maintain Ukraine’s security as a 
permanently neutral state. 

v. Any such armed attack (any military operation at all) and all measures taken 
as a result will be reported immediately to the UN Security Council. Such 
measures will cease when the UNSC takes the measures needed to 
restore and maintain international peace and security. 

vi. Implementing protection against possible provocations, the agreement will 
regulate the mechanism for fulfilling Ukraine’s security guarantees 
based on the results of consultations between Ukraine and the guarantor-
states. 

vii. The treaty provisionally applies from the date it is signed by Ukraine and 
all or most guarantor-states. The treaty enters force after (1) Ukraine’s 
permanently neutral status is approved in a nationwide referendum, (2) the 
introduction of the appropriate amendments in Ukraine’s Constitution, and 
(3) ratification in the parliaments of Ukraine and the guarantor-states. 

viii. The parties desire to resolve issues related to Crimea and Sevastopol shall 
be committed to bilateral negotiations between Ukraine and Russia for 
a period of 15 years. Ukraine and Russia also pledge not to resolve these 
issues by military means and to continue diplomatic resolution efforts. 

ix. The parties shall continue consultations (with the involvement of other 
guarantor-states) to prepare and agree on the provisions of a Treaty on 
Security Guarantees for Ukraine, ceasefire modalities, the withdrawal of 
troops and other paramilitary formations, and the opening and ensuring of 
safe-functioning humanitarian corridors on an ongoing basis, as well as the 
exchange of dead bodies and the release of prisoners of war and interned 
civilians. 

x. The parties consider it possible to hold a meeting between the presidents 
of Ukraine and Russia for the purpose of signing a treaty and/or adopting 
political decisions regarding other remaining unresolved issues. 



 
 

3. Consequences and what to do?   

If the 10-point plan is indeed the actual proposals put forward by the Ukrainian 
delegation, it both offers a small hope for a peaceful resolution of the conflict, while 
also raising many questions.  

Firstly, the Ukrainian proposal does offer Russia some “victories” and a way 
out without losing face. It will be able to claim to have achieved its declared 
objectives. Ukraine will be neutral. Its armed forces (with Russian eyes) have been 
“reduced in size and do “no longer threaten Russia or LNR/DNR” (according to 
Russian disinformation it has already averted a Ukrainian assault on the two so-
called “republics”). Ukraine agrees to not host foreign military bases in its territory. 

The demand for a Ukrainian recognition of  Crimea as Russian and the two puppet 
states in the Donbas as independent is still “in process” and not rejected. The 
demand for the protection of the Russian language has received a positive response 
(based on the principle of reciprocity from the Russian side obviously). The so-called 
demand for “de-Nazification” was always Russian propaganda that it is can spin in 
any way it see fit; including the claim that the mission is accomplished.  

Secondly, the plan also offers Ukraine peace and prosperity. The two most 
important elements of the proposal are the demand for: 

(1) Security guarantees, which in content and form is similar to Article 5 of the 
North Atlantic Treaty. This includes a military response to any threats to 
Ukrainian independence and sovereignty by joint actions by the guarantee 
states, including the closure of Ukraine’s airspace, the provision of necessary 
weapons, and the use of armed force to restore and then maintain Ukraine’s 
security.  

(2) EU membership, ensuring the continuation of its western trajectory and, 
consequently, the strengthening of democratic institutions and increasing the 
prosperity of both the state and its citizens.  

The demands make NATO membership redundant since the security guarantee was 
always the main motivation to join the Alliance.  

The plan is, however, based on several assumptions that might not be met.  

It needs to be accepted by the Russian Federation. This is a question about 

both Russia’s sincerity as well as its desire for the peace Ukraine proposes. 
Did it start a full-scale war to achieve this? After more than 8 years of war, Russia 
has shown no inclination to compromises whatsoever. They have used peace 
negotiations as a tool to manipulate the West to pressure Ukraine to accept the 
Russian terms (or interpretation of the peace agreement) and to make sure NATO 
stays disengaged.  

Russian forces have admittingly, suffered great losses due to fierce resistance by 
the Ukrainian Armed Forces. The Russian “military power” has been found lacking, 
having demonstrated both lacks of competence as well as huge logistic challenges.    
Its initial plan has failed. The Russian Federation is also experiencing crippling 
economic sanctions that might force it to end the war at one stage. While the 
military and geostrategic realities today are very different, Russia has, however, not 
changed. Russia has not yet given up its effort to subjugate Ukraine. If it did, it 
would mean the end to its great power ambitions.  

https://euromaidanpress.com/2022/03/21/the-dangers-of-a-russo-ukrainian-peace-agreement-and-premature-lifting-of-sanctions/


 
 

As a demonstration of its “sincerity”, the Russian offer at the start of the 
negotiations was to suggest a "radical reduction of the military activity in the Kyiv 
and Chernihiv areas", but not the rest of Ukraine. Additionally, Russia failed to 
mention that it is in the process of transferring some of the forces from this region 
to strengthen its military efforts in eastern Ukraine.  

Possible guarantor states must sign on to the treaty and accept the 
obligations that it entails. While Russia will happily accept the role – having both 
held and disregarded the obligation before – it is not given that the USA, the UK,  
China, France, Turkey, Germany, Canada, Italy, Poland, Israel, or any other state 
will step in and accept the task as “guarantee states”. Both the USA and the UK has 
previously committed to ensure the security of Ukraine through the Budapest 
Memorandum but failed to act in the spirit of the agreement. All have so far 
refrained from intervening in the war in fear of spreading the war. Additionally, 
none of the states mentioned was a party to the negotiations.   

The Ukrainian population must also accept the terms of the “Treaty on 
Security Guarantees for Ukraine”. While the provisional text and the prospect of 
peace, security and prosperity are appealing, the continued process must address 
the more difficult issues, such as the prosecution of war crimes, compensation for 
war damages, repatriation of Ukrainian citizens relocated to Russia by force, 
exchange of prisoners of war, lifting of sanctions, further practical support from the 
West, and more. But most of all, it comes down to trust. Additionally, the agreement 
does not give much hope for the return and reintegration of Crimea and the 
occupied territories in Donbas.  

Most importantly, the main question is: Are they at all able to trust Russia 
after more than 8 years of war and disinformation? Do they truly believe that 
Russia will give up Ukraine; or do they suspect a temporary respite before it once 
again attacks Ukraine?   

Personally, after having followed the war closely since 2014 I remain sceptical. I 
cannot see Russia accepting the proposal since it in effect means that Ukraine is 
forever lost. Without Ukraine, Russia will be a regional power only. Additionally, I 
am not at all sure the USA – as the only country capable of guaranteeing anything  
- will accept the role as a guarantee state.   
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