
 
 

Morning report day 67 – May 01 

The report is based on media reports, expert analyses, and official information 
posted online. 

Situation  

According to information from the General Staff as of 06.00 01.05.2022, 
supplemented by its [18:00 assessment].  

Quote. “Russian forces continue to conduct full-scale armed aggression 
against Ukraine and offensive operations in the Eastern Operational Zone. 

To increase the pace 
of the offensive 
operation, the 
command of the 
armed forces of the 
Russian Federation 
continues to take 
measures to 
strengthen the strike 
potential of its 
troops. Weapons 
and military 
equipment removed 
from storage in 

the Western, 
Central, Eastern Military Districts and the Northern Fleet are transferred 

to the border areas with Ukraine by rail. 

In the Volyn and Polissya directions, Russian forces did not take active action. 
There have been no significant changes in the situation in these areas. 

• Certain units of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Belarus continue to 
cover the border in Brest and Gomel regions. 

• There is a threat that the forces will launch missile strikes on military 

and civilian infrastructure throughout Ukraine from the territory of the 
Republic of Belarus, as well as provocations by the forces on the specified 
section of the state border of Ukraine. 

• [Units of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Belarus continue to perform tasks 
to strengthen the section of the Ukrainian-Belarusian border in the Brest 
and Gomel regions.] 

• [According to the available information, the Russian mobile short-range ballistic 
missile systems Iskander-M are still deployed in the territory of the 

Republic of Belarus, and some aviation units of the Russian Air Force 
continue to be based at certain airfields.] 

In the Siversky direction, Russian forces units fired on the positions of our 

troops from the territory of the Bryansk region. 

In the Slobozhansky direction, the Russian forces continue to carry out airstrikes 
and artillery fire on Kharkiv. The occupiers are conducting offensive 



 
 

operations in the directions of Izium - Barvinkove and Izium - Slovyansk. The 
forces' strike group continues to strengthen. Up to 300 weapons and military 
equipment were transferred to certain areas, and about a thousand mobilized 
persons arrived from the temporarily occupied territories of Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts. 

• In order to cover the advancing air forces in four designated areas, the forces 
deployed two anti-aircraft missile divisions armed with Buk-M2 (SA-17 
"Grizzly") and Tor-M (SA-15 "Gauntlet"). 

• [In the Izium direction, Russian occupiers, with the help of independent units 
of the 1st Tank Army and the 20th Combined Arms Army of the Western 
Military District, the 35th Combined Arms Army and the 68th Army Corps of 
the Eastern Military District, and airborne troops are trying to advance in 

the direction Izium - Barvinkove and Izium - Slovyansk.] 
• [Russian forces continue to concentrate forces and resources both in the 

temporarily occupied territories of the Kharkiv oblast and in the Belgorod 
region, near the state border of Ukraine. Thus, the occupiers moved units of the 
55th Independent Motorized Rifle 

Brigade of the 41st Combined Arms 
Army of the Central Military District to 
the Volokhiv Yar settlement, and units of 
the 5th Independent Tank Brigade of 
the 36th Combined Arms Army of the 
Eastern Military District to Izyum.] 

• [Russian forces are increasing the air 
defence system, conducting air 

reconnaissance of the positions of units 
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine with the 
use of UAVs in the settlements of Velyka 

Komyshuvakha, Ivanivka, Chervone, 
Kurulka, Dovhenke, Nova Dmytrivka 
and Barvinkove].  

In the Donetsk and Tavriya directions, 
groups of Russian forces troops are conducting active operations along the 
entire section of the line of contact. The forces are trying to carry out airstrikes 
and artillery fire on the positions of our troops. 

• [The main efforts of the forces are focused on offensive operations in the 
Lyman, Severodonetsk, Popasna and Kurakhiv areas in order to take full 
control of the settlements of Rubizhne, Popasna and, probably, a further 
attack on the Lyman, Slovyansk and Barvinkove.] 

• In the Lyman direction, Russian forces are advancing in the direction of 
Krymka and Oleksandrivka. 

• In the Popasna direction, Russian occupiers are carrying out assault 
operations in the direction of Novotoshkivske - Orikhove and they are fixed on 
the reached borders. To prevent the manoeuvre of Ukrainian forces and 
means, they are blocking them in certain areas. 

• In the Kurakhiv direction, with the support of artillery, Russian forces are 
trying to break through the defences of our units in the direction of 
Olenivka - Novomykhailivka. 

• [In the Mariupol direction, Russian forces continued to launch airstrikes on 
the city of Mariupol. The main efforts are focused on blocking units of the 
Defence Forces in the area of the Azovstal plant.] 



 
 

• [In the Zaporizhzhia direction, Russian forces regrouped and increased 
artillery units to continue the offensive.] 

• [In the Tavriya direction, Russian forces continue to demonstrative actions 
in order to prevent the transfer of units of Ukrainian troops to other areas, and 
replenish stocks of ammunition and fuel and lubricants.] 

• In the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts only, nine attacks have been repulsed 
in the past 24 hours, eight tanks, one artillery system, twenty-four units of 
armoured combat vehicles, one special vehicle and five vehicles (including two 
tankers) have been destroyed. 

[In the Pivdenny Buh direction, Russian occupiers’ forces of the 8th and 49th 
Combined Arms Armies, the 22nd Army Corps, the coastal units of the Black Sea 
Fleet of the Southern Military District and airborne troops are fighting to improve 

their tactical position. The forces continue to regroup units, and take measures 
to replenish supplies.] 

• The forces are fighting to reach the administrative borders of the Kherson 
oblast and create favourable conditions for the attack on the cities of 
Mykolayiv and Kryvyi Rih. 

• [Preparatory measures of the forces to carry out the offensive and reach the 
administrative border of the Kherson region are underway.] 

• [In the Mykolayiv direction Russian forces continue attempts of fire 
destruction of positions of our troops.] 

• [In the Bessarabian direction, Russian occupiers are spreading 
misinformation about the threat to the population of the Transnistrian region 
of the Republic of Moldova from Ukraine.] 

The previous day, the air defence units hit nine air targets: two Su-25 aircraft 
and seven UAVs. 

[As a result of the offensive of the Ukrainian Defence Forces in the Kharkiv 
oblast, control over the settlements of Verkhnya Rohanka, Ruska Lozova, 

Slobidske and Prilesne was restored.]” unquote 

Russian troops prepare to intensify the offensive in eastern Ukraine, 
Ukrayinska Pravda reports. Oleksandr Motuzianyk, a spokesman for the Ministry of 
Defence of Ukraine, noted that Russian troops are gradually intensifying the 
offensive in the east of Ukraine on all fronts at once. They are most active on the 
Slobozhanskyi and Donetsk fronts. In addition, there are indications – such as 
certain preparatory measures undertaken by Russian troops – that Russia is 
getting ready to further intensify hostilities. For example, Russian troops are 
freeing up hospital beds in Balakliia Central District Hospital and have set up an 
additional field hospital. Meanwhile, additional refrigerated chambers for storing 
bodies of military personnel killed in battle have been installed at the military 
hospital in the Russian city of Rostov-on-Don. 

Army destroys Russian EW system, two drones, over 40 invaders in southern 
Ukraine, the Ukrinform reports. The Armed Forces of Ukraine have destroyed a 
Russian Repellent-1 electronic warfare system, three anti-aircraft guns, a Strela-10 
missile system, a communications vehicle and 42 invaders. The Operational 
Command South said this on its Facebook page, according to Ukrinform. 

"Fighting continues in the Mykolaiv-Kherson area. The forces, with no activity in 
advancing, fortified their positions and continues artillery and mortar shelling. 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/04/30/7343149/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1025553444999661


 
 

After new attempts to reconnoitre the situation using drones, the forces lost two 
more Orlan-10 drones in the Mykolaiv region. The strikes of our units were 
devastating. In the Kherson region, our soldiers destroyed a hostile Repellent-1 
electronic warfare station with artillery fire, the statement said. 

In addition, another attack on forces targets on Snake Island destroyed three 
anti-aircraft guns, a Strela-10 anti-aircraft missile system and a communications 
vehicle. 

On April 30, Russian invaders again launched a missile strike on Odesa. Three 

Oniks missiles fired from the occupied territory of Crimea by a Bastion missile 
system hit the airport's runway.” 

Russian special services were preparing a revolt in Odesa through criminals in 
their control, Ukrayinska Pravda reports. The Russian special services were 
preparing provocations and riots in Odesa for the anniversary of the tragic events of 
2 May 2014. “During searches of the criminals' base, law enforcement officers seized 
a large number of firearms, prohibited symbols of the Soviet regime, grenades, 
ammunition, instructions for infiltrators and brochures. A video made by law 
enforcement officers shows that many brochures mention the deaths that occurred in 
the centre of Odesa on 2 May. A curfew will be imposed in Odesa from the evening of 
1 May to the morning of 3 May, due to the possible threat of shelling and provocations 
by the Russian occupiers. Trains running through railway stations in the city have 
also been cancelled.” 

According to British Defence Intelligence, (last 24 hours): 

• Since seizing the southern city of Kherson in early March, Russia has sought 
to legitimise its control of the city and surrounding areas through 
installing a pro-Russian administration. 

• Recent statements from this administration include declaring a return to 
Ukrainian control “impossible” and announcing a four-month currency 
transition from the Ukrainian hryvnia to the Russian rouble. The Russian 
rouble is due to be used in Kherson from today. 

• These statements are likely indicative of Russian intent to exert strong 

political and economic influence in Kherson over the long term. 
• Enduring control over Kherson and its transport links will increase Russia’s 

ability to sustain its advance to the north and west and improve the 
security of Russia’s control over Crimea. 

As of Sunday 01 May, the approximate losses of weapons and military equipment 
of the Russian Armed Forces from the beginning of the war to the present day: 

• Personnel – more than 23500 people (+300),  

• Tanks – 1026 units (+18),  

• Armoured combat vehicles – 2471 units (+26),  

• Artillery systems – 451 (+15),  

• Multiple rocket launchers – 151 (+0)  

• Air defence means – 80 (+3), 

• Aircraft - 192 (+2),  

• Helicopters - 155 (+0),  

• Automotive technology – 1721 (+20),  

• Vessels/boats - 8 units (+0),  

• Fuel and lubricant tanks – 76 (+0),  

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/04/30/7343142/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2022/04/29/7342935/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2022/04/29/7342982/
https://mobile.twitter.com/DefenceHQ


 
 

• UAV operational and tactical level – 245 (+13) 

• Special equipment – 32 (+0) 

• Mobile SRBM system – 4 (+0) 

• Cruise missiles - 84 

Humanitarian 

A small group of women and children has made it out of Mariupol’s Azovstal 
steel plant, The New York Times reports.  

“About 20 women and children have been evacuated from Mariupol’s embattled 
Azovstal steel plant, according to a Ukrainian commander in the factory and 
Russian state media. The news came amid United Nations-backed efforts to broker 
a cease-fire to allow hundreds of trapped civilians and Ukrainian fighters to escape 
the factory, the last bastion of resistance in the besieged city of Mariupol. In a 
video posted to Telegram, Capt. Svyatoslav Palamar, the deputy commander of the 
Azov regiment at the plant, said that after hours of waiting, an evacuation convoy 
had arrived at an agreed location on Saturday to bring civilians from the ruins of 
the plant to a safe place.  

The sprawling Azovstal plant has become the last refuge for thousands of 

trapped Ukrainian fighters and civilians. Russian soldiers control the rest of 
the city, and fighting has continued around the plant. Ukrainian officials have been 
pleading for a cease-fire to allow evacuations, saying there is little food or water 
left inside and time is running out. Efforts to establish safe evacuation corridors 
have been repeatedly foiled by Russia’s continued shelling.” 

20 civilians evacuated from Azovstal, but wounded soldiers were ignored – 
Azov Ukrayinska Pravda reports. Deputy Commander of the Azov Regiment 
Sviatoslav Palamar ("Kalyna") said that Ukrainian fighters had rescued 20 civilians 
from the ruins at Azovstal and handed them over for evacuation to Ukrainian-
controlled territory. Right now the Azov Regiment is carrying out a special rescue 
operation in which we are rescuing civilians from under the rubble. We hope that 
the process will continue, and we will be able to evacuate all the civilians. Regarding 
the wounded. These are people who need medical care, but we do not know why 
they are not being taken away and there is no question of their evacuation to the 
territory controlled by Ukraine. 

Another exchange of the prisoners of war took place on April 30. 7 defenders of 
Ukraine and 7 civilians (among them a pregnant woman) were returned home. 14 
people in total.   

According to UNHCR 5,468,629 refugees have been registered as of April 29. 
The UN says that so far Poland has taken in 3,014,157 refugees, Romania 
817,303, Russian Federation 656,381, Hungary 519,979, Republic of Moldova 
443,559, Slovakia 371,918 and Belarus 25,002. Among those who fled Ukraine are 
also Ukrainian nationals with dual citizenship. An additional 105,000 people moved 
to the Russian Federation from the Donetsk and Luhansk regions between 18 and 
23 February. 

The number of Ukrainians entering Ukraine since February 28 is 1,289,500 as of 
April 29. This figure reflects cross-border movements, which can be pendular, and 
does not necessarily indicate sustainable returns. 

https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/04/30/world/ukraine-russia-war-news?name=styln-russia-ukraine&region=hub&block=storyline_live_updates_block_recirc&action=click&pgtype=LegacyCollection#mariupol-evacuation-steel-plant-ukraine
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/04/30/7343194/
https://minre.gov.ua/news/iryna-vereshchuk-sogodni-povertayemo-dodomu-14-ukrayinciv
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine


 
 

OHCHR recorded 6,134 civilian casualties in Ukraine as of April 28. 2,899 were 
killed (including 210 children) and 3,235 injured (including 309 children).  

Environmental 

Russians steal grain in the occupied territories, the Economic Truth reports.   
Russian occupiers steal grain from Ukrainian farmers in the temporarily occupied 
territories of Ukraine. The Minister of Agrarian Policy and Food, Mykola Solskyi, 
told about this in an interview with «Настоящее время», the press service of the 
Ministry of Agriculture reports. 

"All agribusinesses that traditionally communicate with each other know about 
these facts. I personally hear this from many owners of elevators located in the 
occupied territories. It is an outright robbery, which is sometimes even attempted to 
document, even draw up some acts," he said. Solsky. 

Such cases occur everywhere in the occupied territories, he added, noting that a 
special surge has been observed over the past two weeks. "All this is 
reminiscent of the thirties of the last century and once again shows the true face of 
the Russian aggressor," he said. Accordingly, according to the Minister, such a 
situation could threaten certain food problems in the temporarily uncontrolled 
territories. 

"There will be a wheat harvest in the south soon. But farmers in this situation may 
well say, 'Here are the keys to the tractor - go and collect it yourself, if you want,'" 
he said.” 

Legal  

Kyiv police find another mass grave in Bucha with ‘signs of torture, the 
independent reports.  

“The bodies of three men have reportedly been found in a pit near Bucha, a city in 
the Kyiv region of Ukraine, which show signs of torture – according to local 
officials. The corpses, believed to be of Ukrainian civilians, were found in shallow 
graves in the woods near the village of Myrotske. 

They were found with their hands tied behind their backs, and some of them were 
gagged. They also had several gunshot wounds, according to Kyiv regional police 
chief Andriy Nebytov. He said in a YouTube video that the injuries indicate that the 
men had been tortured, adding: “Finally, each of the men was shot in the ear.” 

The men’s clothes showed they were civilians, Mr Nebytov said. Their identities 
were not known as their faces had been disfigured by torture, he also said. 

Forensic laboratories have now examined a total of 1,202 bodies of civilians 
believed to have been killed by Russian occupiers in the Kyiv region, Mr Nebytov 
claimed." 

According to the General Staff of Ukraine: 

• Russian occupation forces continue to carry out illegal actions in the occupied 
territories of the Kharkiv region. According to available information, Russian 

forces are forcibly deporting the population to the territory of the Russian 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2022/04/ukraine-civilian-casualty-update-29-april-2022
https://www.epravda.com.ua/news/2022/04/30/686478/
https://minagro.gov.ua/news/mikola-solskij-krasti-v-ukrayinciv-zerno-ce-shlyah-yakij-zavershitsya-pogano-dlya-okupantiv
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/russia-ukraine-war-latest-victory-day-putin-kyiv-b2068927.html


 
 

Federation. Russian occupiers are spreading misinformation about the capture 
of Kharkiv, Kyiv and Zaporizhzhia. 

• Russian forces are launching missile and bomb attacks and carrying out 

artillery shelling of civilian infrastructure and residential areas in the 
settlements of Zaporizhzhia, Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Luhansk and Kharkiv 
oblasts. 

• Russian forces also continue to illegally detain Ukrainian citizens and 

torture and torment them. 

219 children were killed, 
and 404 children injured, 
the Office of the Prosecutor 
General of Ukraine reports 

as of May 1. 1,570 
educational establishments 
are damaged as a result of 
shelling and bombings, 
111 of them are destroyed 
fully. 9,158 crimes of 
aggression and war crimes 
and 4,431 crimes against 
national security were 
registered.  

Support  

Denmark will hand over to Ukraine the Piranha III armoured personnel carrier, 
heavy mortars and shells to them, the Ukrayinska Pravda reports. This was 
reported by the Danish newspaper OLFI. According to the publication, Ukraine will 
receive 25 armoured personnel carriers in the 8x8 version. Piranha is a family of 
wheeled armoured personnel carriers developed by the Swiss company MOWAG. It 
is one of the most popular armoured platforms in the world. Now the Danish army 
is rearming the Piranha V armoured personnel carrier. It is also reported that 
Denmark will hand over 50 M113 tracked armoured personnel carriers and M10 
heavy mortars, along with thousands of mortar shells for them. The M113 
armoured personnel carrier has been used by the Danish army since 1964 but has 
been upgraded several times. 

Britain to give Ukrainians equipment they need to defend themselves – 
Johnson, the Ukrinform reports. “Britain will continue to support Ukraine in its fight 
against Russian occupiers. UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson said this on 
his Twitter account, Ukrinform reports. Johnson said that he had a conversation with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and assured him that the UK will continue 
to provide military and humanitarian aid to give Ukrainians the equipment they need 
to defend themselves in their fight against Russian invaders.” 

France promises to increase military and humanitarian aid to Ukraine, the 
Euronews reports. “President Emmanuel Macron said France would step up military 

and humanitarian support to Ukraine during a phone call with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky on Saturday, Paris said. Macron reiterated his “strong concern” 
over Russia’s bombing of Ukrainian cities and the “unbearable situation” in the 
southeastern Ukrainian port city of Mariupol, the French presidency added in its 
statement.” 

https://gp.gov.ua/ua/posts/yuvenalni-prokurori-219-ditei-zaginuli-v-ukrayini-cerez-zbroinu-agresiyu-rf-3
https://www.facebook.com/pgo.gov.ua/posts/360785926084247
https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2022/04/30/7343185/
https://olfi.dk/
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3471887-britain-to-give-ukrainians-equipment-they-need-to-defend-themselves-johnson.html
https://twitter.com/BorisJohnson/status/1520492999624609792?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1520492999624609792%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ukrinform.ua%2Frubric-ato%2F3471840-britania-zabezpecit-ukrainu-vsim-neobhidnim-ta-spriatime-porazci-putina-dzonson.html
https://www.euronews.com/2022/04/30/uk-ukraine-crisis-macron-zelenskiy


 
 

New developments  

A. Ukraine plans to fill in the second part of the EU membership 
questionnaire before the end of next week, the Ukrinform reports. "The 
European Union has already examined the part of the documents we 
submitted. There were no additional questions, our work was appreciated 
quite highly. We carried out the reforms described there together with our 
partners, so we already closed that part of the work. Now we prepare to 
submit the whole book of our statehood to the European Union by the end of 
next week, Deputy Prime Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration of 
Ukraine Olha Stefanishyna said during the nationwide telethon, an Ukrinform 
correspondent reports.” 

B. The West has openly chosen the strategy of conducting proxy wars 
against Russia and this policy is fraught with very serious 
consequences, the TASS allege. “Russia calls on other states to abide by the 

logic sealed in documents for preventing nuclear war and strictly follows 
the principle that such a conflict is inadmissible, Director of the Foreign 
Ministry’s Department for Non-Proliferation and Arms Control Vladimir 
Yermakov told TASS on Saturday. "It is imperative to reaffirm the principle that 
the risks of a nuclear war that must never be unleashed must be minimized, in 
particular, by way of preventing any armed conflict between nuclear 

powers. Russia strictly abides by this principle," he emphasized. [ME: A 
crucial element of the Russian “fait accompli strategy” where it invades a 
foreign country, only to threaten nuclear war in case the international 
community intervene.] 

Speaking about dangers emerging in current conditions, I would like to note 
that it would be useful for US-led Western countries gripped by unprecedented 
Russophobia to remain clearly aware that the irresponsible escalation of their 
anti-Russian actions is totally unacceptable, he said. The West has openly 

chosen the strategy of conducting proxy wars against Russia and this 
policy is fraught with very serious consequences, he pointed out.” 

C. Russia says strategic stability dialogue with U.S. 'frozen,' the Reuters 
reports. Dialogue between Moscow and Washington on strategic stability is 
formally "frozen", the TASS news agency cited a Russian foreign ministry 
official as saying on Saturday. Vladimir Yermakov, the foreign ministry's 

head of nuclear non-proliferation, said those contacts could be resumed once 
Russia completes what it calls its "special military operation" in Ukraine. 

D. The E.U. is weighing a lengthy phase-out for Russian oil, The New York 
Times reports. “The European Union will likely give its members until the end 
of 2022 to completely ban Russian oil imports, officials involved in the talks 
said Saturday. The bloc has been mulling how to ban Russian oil without 
unleashing carnage on either the E.U. economies that depend on it or the 
global oil market. Such a move would send global oil prices up and affect not 
only European and American consumers but also the most vulnerable people in 
the developing world. The objective, said officials who are participating in 
intensified talks to finalize the measure by the end of next week, is to permit 

the global oil price to adjust to the new reality. The officials spoke on 
condition of anonymity because negotiations were ongoing, and they did not 
have clearance to brief journalists on the record.” 

E. Russian plane violated Swedish airspace, military says, the Washington 
Post reports. “The Swedish armed forces said a Russian plane briefly violated 
the country’s airspace on Friday night. The military said in a statement on 

https://tass.com/politics/1445927
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-says-strategic-stability-dialogue-with-us-formally-frozen-tass-2022-04-30/
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/04/30/world/ukraine-russia-war-news?name=styln-russia-ukraine&region=hub&block=storyline_live_updates_block_recirc&action=click&pgtype=LegacyCollection#the-eu-is-weighing-a-lengthy-phase-out-for-russian-oil
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/04/30/world/ukraine-russia-war-news?name=styln-russia-ukraine&region=hub&block=storyline_live_updates_block_recirc&action=click&pgtype=LegacyCollection#the-eu-is-weighing-a-lengthy-phase-out-for-russian-oil


 
 

Saturday that the plane was an AN-30, which is described by its 
manufacturer, Russian state-owned Antonov, as a specialized aerial survey 
plane. The plane violated Swedish airspace for a “short period” near Blekinge, 
on the southern tip of Sweden, before leaving, the military said.” 

Assessment  

1. On the War 

The Institute for the Study of War has made the following assessment as of 

Saturday 30 April: 

(quote) “Further Russian reinforcements to the Izyum axis are unlikely to 

enable stalled Russian forces to achieve substantial advances. Elements of 

unspecified Eastern Military District units and several air-defence assets are 

reportedly deploying from Belgorod to the Izyum front to support likely degraded 

Russian units attempting to advance south of the city. These forces are unlikely to 

enable Russian forces to break the current deadlock, as Russian attacks remain 

confined to two major highways (toward Slovyansk and Barvinkove) and 

cannot leverage greater numbers. Several successful Ukrainian counterattacks out 

of Kharkiv city in the last 72 hours have additionally recaptured a ring of suburbs 

north and east of the city and may additionally force Russian forces to redeploy 

units intended for the Izyum axis to hold these positions. Russian forces appear 

increasingly unlikely to achieve any major advances in eastern Ukraine, and 

Ukrainian forces may be able to conduct wider counterattacks in the coming days. 

Russian forces remaining in Mariupol, including elements of the 810th 

Naval Infantry Brigade, continued to block Ukrainian troops in the 

Azovstal Steel Plant and carried out airstrikes on April 30. Occupying Russian 

forces are intensifying occupation measures through Mariupol.  

Russian forces continued unsuccessful attacks alongside artillery fire and 

airstrikes on the entire Donetsk-Luhansk frontline and did not make any 

confirmed advances on April 30. The Ukrainian General Staff stated that Russian 

forces aim to capture Rubizhne and Popasna and use these towns as springboards 

for further advances west toward Lyman and Slovyansk. Russian forces around 

Izyum are attempting to capture these towns from the north to merge Russian 

advances in eastern Ukraine, but Ukrainian forces are successfully preventing 

Russian forces from making major gains on either axis. 

https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-april-30


 
 

Russian forces continued to attack southeast and southwest from Izyum 

but did not secure any confirmed advances in these directions on April 30. 

Ukrainian sources claimed an artillery strike on a Russian command post near 

Izyum killed Russian Major General Alexei Simonov on April 30, although ISW 

cannot confirm preliminary reporting at 

this time. 

Ukrainian forces continued 

counterattacks against several 

positions along an arc spanning from 

the north to the east of Kharkiv City 

and recaptured Verkhnya Rohanka, 

Ruska Lozova, Slobidske, and 

Prelesne. Ukrainian troops have 

recaptured a ring of suburbs around the 

east of Kharkiv City in the past 72 hours 

that may allow them to alleviate pressure 

on residential areas of the city, such as 

Saltivka, that have been targeted by 

intensive Russian shelling. Ukrainian 

counterattacks may additionally force 

Russian forces to redeploy units intended 

to support the Izyum axis. Russian forces 

continued to bombard Kharkiv City with 

air and artillery strikes throughout April 

30. 

Russian forces continued to prioritize improving their tactical positions 

and shelling Ukrainian positions on the Southern Axis but did not make any 

confirmed advances on April 30. 

Key Takeaways 

• A Ukrainian counteroffensive out of Kharkiv City will likely alleviate 

pressure on parts of the city that have suffered the most from Russian 

shelling and may force Russian troops from Izyum to re-deploy northward to 

support forces maintaining the partial encirclement of Kharkiv. 

• Additional Russian forces are deploying to the Izyum front but are 

unlikely to enable any major advances. 

• Russian troops did not make any confirmed advances to the southwest 

or southeast of Izyum or to the west of the Donetsk-Luhansk frontline. 

• Russian forces in Kherson are pausing major offensive operations to 

improve their tactical positions and regroup to prepare for a renewed 

offensive to capture the administrative borders of Kherson. 

• Russian occupation forces in Mariupol announced plans to consolidate 

their control over the city and intend to return Ukrainian citizens forcibly 

eported into Russia at some point in the future.“ (unquote) 

Putin's invasion of Ukraine is of 'most depraved sort,' Pentagon says, the 

Reuters reports. Pentagon spokesman John Kirby on Friday accused Russian 

https://www.reuters.com/world/putins-invasion-ukraine-is-most-depraved-sort-pentagon-2022-04-29/


 
 

President Vladimir Putin of depravity and brutality in his two-month-old invasion of 

Ukraine. "It's brutality of the coldest and the most depraved sort," Kirby told 

reporters. "I don't think we fully appreciated the degree to which he would visit 

that kind of violence and cruelty and as I said depravity, on innocent people, 

on non-combatants, on civilians, with such utter disregard for the lives he was 

taking," he said. 

Ukrainian Official Outlines Intentional Ambiguity on Strikes Inside Russia, 

The New York Times reports. The strikes have been one of the most intriguing new 

elements of the recent fighting. But when it comes to confirming their origins, “we 

don’t say yes and we don’t say no,’’ said the official. 

A fuel depot in Russia burst into flames, moments after surveillance video captured 

the bright streaks of rockets fired from low-flying helicopters. A fire broke out at a 

military research institute near Moscow. Additional fuel tanks have exploded. 

These and other similar attacks in Russia have been some of the most 

intriguing, and opaque, military developments in the last month of the 

war. If carried out by Ukraine, they represent acts of once nearly unimaginable 

audacity; one of them prompted the first air raid siren on Russian soil since World 

War II. 

Russia has accused Ukraine of carrying out the helicopter strike and military 

analysts have suggested that Ukrainian sabotage is very likely responsible for the 

other fires. Ukraine, for its part, has made no official admissions but 

instead has winked at the possibility of its involvement, with one official 

suggesting the fires were just Russia’s bad “karma.” 

Now, a senior Ukrainian official has described in the clearest terms yet his 

government’s policy on strikes inside Russia, calling it one of strategic ambiguity. 

“We don’t confirm, and we don’t deny,” said the official, Oleksei Arestovych, an 

adviser to President Volodymyr Zelensky’s chief of staff. […] 

Any escalation of attacks on Russia by Ukraine could have far-reaching 

implications, perhaps influencing public opinion about the war in Russia, or 

inflaming the Kremlin to the point of escalating its own strikes. 

If Western weaponry were deployed in striking Russia, it would fuel Russian 

propaganda that blames the West for the war and enhance the possibility 

that the conflict could spill past Russia and Ukraine’s borders. 

The fires at Russian military sites, beginning with the April 1 helicopter assault on 

the fuel depot in Belgorod, about 15 miles from the Ukrainian border, have injected 

a new element into the military equation of the war. They raise the possibility that 

Russia, after weeks of inflicting devastating damage in Ukraine, might 

start to suffer losses on its own land. 

The strikes come in two forms: the clear military attack with low-flying 

helicopters near the border, and sabotage deeper inside Russia. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/30/world/europe/ukraine-russia-attack-denials.html


 
 

Russian and Ukrainian media reports have attributed a dozen or so blazes to 

strikes or sabotage. In addition to the helicopter strike there have been at least 

three other fires at military sites that seem suspicious, and which military analysts 

have said were very likely set intentionally. […] 

The incidents have stirred debate over whether a wider set of targets in Russia 

may drive home to the Russian people that the war, seen for now only on television 

and filtered through state propaganda, has a cost at home. 

Alternatively, the fires and explosions might cause Russians to rally around 

the flag in ways damaging to Ukraine, such as in building support for a 

general mobilization in Russia. That would enable the Kremlin to dispatch more 

soldiers to the battlefields, despite heavy losses so far. […] 

Kyiv has also signaled that any counterattacks in Russia are simply part of 

a war Russia started, and asked, perhaps fatalistically, what more could Russia 

do to Ukraine? After all, the Russian army is already engaged in a full-scale 

assault. 

“If you decided to attack another country, commit mass murder, crush peaceful 

people with tanks, and to support murder using warehouses in your region, then 

sooner or later the time will come to repay that debt,” said Mykhailo Podolyak, a 

negotiator for President Volodymyr Zelesnky. “[…] 

So far, Ukraine has received public support from Britain for directly attacking 

Russia, with James Heappey, an official in the Foreign Secretary’s Office, saying 

the strikes were “completely legitimate” given the role of fuel and ammunition 

depots in Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Mr. Heappey also endorsed the use of 

British-supplied weaponry, saying its use to strike inside Russia was “not 

necessarily a problem.” 

The Russian military, which has been firing missiles and artillery at Ukrainian 

cities and military targets including fuel depots, continuously for two months now, 

warned on April 13 against Ukraine striking back. The ministry spokesman, 

Igor Konashenkov, told Russian news agencies that Russia would respond by 

targeting the Ukrainian leadership. […] 

Three major fires inside Russia followed that warning, including near 

Moscow, at a military research institute in the city of Tver. In the Ukrainian 

military, the arson fires and helicopter assault into Russian territory have also 

served the purpose of lifting morale. Having seen the effectiveness of their small 

unit tactics against the Russian army in the battle for Kyiv in March, midlevel 

Ukrainian commanders have suggested continuing this strategy inside Russia. 

“It will not end until we bring the war to Russia,” said the commander of a 

Ukrainian brigade, who asked that he be identified only by his nickname, Akula, 

because he was not authorized to speak publicly. “It’s not a secret that the 

Russian people support the war, that it is not just Putin and the rest of the 

Russians are peaceful,” he said. We need to make Russian society fear” 



 
 

attacks on their own country to shift perceptions, he said. They need to 

send people like me to Russia.” 

2. Consequences and what to do?   

Defeating Putin will require larger U.S. commitments — and risks, the Editorial 

Board of the Washington Post argues.  

The Russian war on Ukraine that many experts expected to last less than a week 
has entered its third month — a good time to take stock of both the results so far 
and the plans of the United States and its allies for what comes next. On the first 
point, there is much that is positive. Thanks largely to the courage and 

dedication of the Ukrainian people and armed forces, Russia has not only 
been denied swift victory but also driven back from the capital, Kyiv, and forced to 
regroup and concentrate its offensive efforts on Ukraine’s east and south. The 

United States and its NATO allies have pivoted from a strategy premised 
on the likelihood of rapid Russian victory to one aimed at aiding 

Ukraine’s surprisingly sustained fight, and — thwarting one of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s aims — the alliance has remained united. Not only that, it has 
toughened its stance on economic sanctions, with even reluctant Germany 
preparing to support a ban on Russian oil imports. Far from splitting under Russian 
pressure, NATO might soon actually grow, with the likely inclusion 

of Finland and Sweden. 

And yet a longer, more costly military struggle looms. Russia’s aim is to push 

westward from its redoubts in Crimea and Donbas, eventually breaking 

through and encircling Ukrainian forces. Stopping this is the reason Ukraine 

needed an immediate infusion of heavy weaponry; actually enabling Ukraine to 

go on the counteroffensive later this spring and summer is the reason it will 

need still more in the coming weeks.  

Thus, President Biden’s request for $33 billion in new aid for Ukraine, of which 

$20 billion will be military, was not only appropriate but urgent, and Congress 

should respond accordingly. Coupled with the recent approval of a revived “lend-

lease” system, Mr. Biden’s proposal puts the United States in position to 

bolster Ukraine over the long haul. 

With long-term commitment comes long-term danger. As the complexity of Mr. 
Putin’s situation, military and political, grows, so does his inclination to simplify 

it through even greater use of force — or threats thereof. Hence Moscow’s 
recent attempts at energy blackmail against Europe, its rhetorical recasting of 
the war as a proxy battle between Russia and NATO, and its hints at the use 
of nuclear weapons. Mr. Putin’s own remark on Wednesday that Russia would 
make a “lightning-fast” response to “unacceptable” outside intervention is the sort 
of vague threat the United States can neither give in to nor ignore.  

When past U.S. policy has failed in Ukraine, it was often because, fearing 
to provoke Mr. Putin, it did not do enough to deter him. Obviously, the Biden 
administration must not err in the opposite direction now. But the record of the war 
so far, including Europe’s admirable determination to seek new energy sources, 
vindicates a policy of maximum firmness. Mr. Putin’s war aim is not merely to 

conquer Ukraine but to overthrow the international order itself. It’s worth 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-posts-view/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-posts-view/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/04/30/defeating-vladimit-putin-ukraine-war-requires-larger-risks/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/ukraine-russia/?itid=lk_inline_manual_2
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/04/28/nato-finland-sweden-blinken/?itid=lk_inline_manual_2
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/04/28/biden-russia-oligarchs-assets-ukraine/?itid=lk_inline_manual_3
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/04/27/russia-gas-poland-bulgaria-eu-reactions/?itid=lk_inline_manual_6
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/04/28/putin-russia-retaliation-blinken-ukraine/?itid=lk_inline_manual_6


 
 

accepting costs and taking risks to make sure that Russia fails — and 

emerges from the conflict unable to wage such aggression again. 

ME: “Russia says it hit 17 Ukrainian facilities, and killed more than 200 troops.” 

“Russia says Ukraine shells its own civilians; some evacuations in Mariupol.” 
“Lavrov says sanctions being discussed with Ukraine, Kyiv denies it.” “Russia says 

checkpoint in Kursk region shelled from Ukraine.” “Russia says it hit 389 targets in 

Ukraine overnight.” “Russia says risks of nuclear war must be kept to minimum, 
TASS reports.” “Russia says strategic stability dialogue with U.S. 'frozen,' TASS 
reports.” 

These are not the headlines of Russian state-controlled propaganda outlets. “Russia 
says” is seven of the main headlines in the Reuters European desk. 
International media, unfortunately, continue to give the Russian Federation a voice 
and, therefore, the opportunity to influence the cognitive space of the Western 
population, including key decisions and policymakers.  

This comes with a risk. The main battlespace of the hybrid war occurs inside 
the cognitive spaces of populations and key decision- and policymakers. The 
strategy exploits the protest potential of the population of both the nation under 
assault and that of its partner nations. It manipulates and reinforces existing 
vulnerabilities trying to ignite social instability. It aims to destabilize and 
undermine alliances, partnerships and nations from within through disinformation. 
It allows Russia to undermine nations' legitimacy, credibility, and moral and ethical 
standpoints, thereby reducing trust and international support.  

These measures are reinforced by inducing economic hardship and 
undermining stability and security. Its use of military force, including its 
atrocities, war crimes and disregard for civilian casualties lends credibility to its 
threats of further escalation. Threats have become an increasingly predominant 
factor, including the threat of the war spreading (which it already has) and World 
War 3. All of which aim to weaken international cohesion, foster inaction and 
reduce international support to Ukraine. 

In 2015 the European External Action Service’s East StratCom Task Force 
established the EUvsDisinfo to better forecast, address, and respond to the 
Russian Federation’s ongoing disinformation campaigns affecting the EU, its 
Member States, and countries in the shared neighbourhood. Its core objective is 

to increase public awareness and understanding of the Kremlin’s disinformation 
operations and to help citizens in Europe and beyond develop resistance to digital 
information and media manipulation. 13.805 cases of Russian disinformation 
have been debunked as of 1 May 2022.  

The EU has concluded that: 

 “The Russian Federation has engaged in a systematic, international campaign 
of disinformation, information manipulation and distortion of facts in 
order to enhance its strategy of destabilisation of its neighbouring countries, the 
EU and its member states. In particular, disinformation and information 
manipulation have repeatedly and consistently targeted European political parties, 
especially during the election periods, civil society and Russian gender and ethnic 
minorities, asylum seekers and the functioning of democratic institutions in the EU 
and its member states. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/questions-and-answers-about-east-stratcom-task-force_en
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/about/


 
 

In order to justify and support its military aggression on Ukraine, the 
Russian Federation has engaged in continuous and concerted disinformation 
and information manipulation actions targeted at the EU and neighbouring civil 
society members, gravely distorting and manipulating facts.” 

As a consequence, the EU imposed sanctions on state-owned outlets RT/Russia 
Today and Sputnik's broadcasting in the EU on 2 March.  

It is essential that Western media is not only keenly aware of the threats and 
risks within the information sphere but also recognize how words are 
weaponized to create the effects desired by the Russian Federation. 
International media cannot continue reporting the Russian “alternative facts”, 
thereby undermining the EU's attempt to counter the “systematic, international 

campaign of disinformation, information manipulation and distortion of facts to 
enhance its strategy of destabilisation of its neighbouring countries, the EU and its 
member states”. 
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