
 
 

Morning report day 97 – May 31 

The report is based on media reports, expert analyses, and official information 
posted online. 

Situation  

According to information from the General Staff as of 06.00 31.05.2022, 
supplemented by its [18:00 assessment].  

Quote. “In the Volyn and Polissya directions, the main efforts of the Armed 
Forces of the Republic of Belarus are focused on strengthening the protection of the 
state border, engineering equipment positions, conducting reconnaissance and 
conducting combat training activities in the interaction of types and genera of 
troops. The threat of missiles and airstrikes from the territory of the Republic of 
Belarus continues. 

• [Until June 4 this year, the Armed Forces of the Republic of Belarus will 
continue to check combat readiness.] 

Russian forces did not 
take active action in 
the Siversky 

direction. Russian 
forces carried out 
mortar shelling of 
settlements in the 
border areas of the 
Chernihiv and Sumy 
regions. 

• [Yesterday, 
Russian forces 
carried out 
artillery 
shelling from the territory of the Russian Federation of Border Areas, 
namely the settlements of Boyaro-Lezhachi and Manukhivka in the Sumy 
oblast and Yanzhulivka and Kamenska Sloboda in the Chernihiv oblast.] 

In the Slobozhansky direction, Russian forces continue to prepare for the 
offensive and study the probable ways of advancing, supplying weapons and 
military equipment, and material resources from the territory of the Russian 
Federation. 

• [To reduce the offensive potential of our troops, it fires on the positions 
of the Defense Forces with artillery and MLRS.] 

• Russian forces did not take active action in the Kharkiv direction. He 
fired on civilian infrastructure in the areas of the settlements of Terny, 
Lozova, Protopopivka, Rudneve, Sokolivka and others. [Yesterday, it fired on 
civilian infrastructure in the settlements of Odnorobivka, Udy, Ruski Tyshky 
and Cherkasy Tyshky.] 



 
 

• In the Slovyansk direction, Russian forces' main efforts are focused on 
maintaining the occupied frontiers and supply routes, creating conditions for 
further offensive[in the directions of Izyum - Barvinkove and Izyum - 

Slovyansk.] He fired on civilian infrastructure in the areas of 
Dovhenke, Virnopillya, Hrushuvakha and Velyka Komyshuvakha. 
[Yesterday, Russian forces attempted to conduct assault operations in the 
direction of the settlement Kurulka, were unsuccessful, and retreated to 
previously occupied positions.] 

• Russian forces attempted to storm the area of Dovgenke but were 

unsuccessful, and retreated to previously occupied positions. 

In the Donetsk direction, Russian forces are firing units of our troops with 
mortars, artillery and rocket-propelled grenade launchers along the line of contact. 
The main efforts are focused on establishing control over the city of Severodonetsk. 
Actively uses means of electronic warfare. [Yesterday, Russian forces launched 
artillery shelling and airstrikes in the areas of Novoselivka and Lysychansk, and 
missile strikes in the areas of Soledar and Siversk.] 

• In the Lyman direction, Russian forces regroup and prepare for the 
offensive. He tried to reconnoitre the routes of further advance in the area of 
the settlement of Lyman, suffered losses, and withdrew. 

• In the Sievierodonetsk direction, it is conducting assault operations in the 
areas of the settlements of Severodonetsk and Toshkivka, and hostilities 
continue. 

• In the Bakhmut direction, Russian forces conducted combat and assault 
operations in the areas of the settlements of Zolote, Komyshuvakha, 
Nirkove, Berestove, Pokrovske, and Dolomitne. There is no success, the 
fighting continues. 

• In the Avdiivka, Kurakhiv, Novopavliv and Zaporizhzhya directions, 
Russian forces are trying to strengthen the group and make up for losses 
due to outdated and restored equipment. Conducted air reconnaissance. 
Inflicted airstrikes on civil infrastructure in the areas of settlements 
Mala Tokmachka, Novoandriyivka. 

• In the past 24hrs, eight enemy attacks have been repulsed in Donetsk 
and Luhansk, one tank, four artillery systems, five armoured combat 
vehicles and two enemy vehicles have been destroyed. Air defence units 
shot down an X-59MK cruise missile. 

Russian forces did not conduct active hostilities in the Pivdennyy Buh direction. 
They inflicted fire on civilian objects in the settlements of Oleksandrivka, 
Prybuzke, Posad-Pokrovske, Novohryhorivka, Osokorivka, Knyazivka and 
Trudolyubivka. [Yesterday, it  fired on civilian infrastructure in the areas of 
settlements Posad-Pokrovske, Osokorivka, Novovorontsovka, Blahodatne, 
Partyzanske and others.] 

• In the Bessarabian direction, in the Transnistrian region of the Republic of 
Moldova, no significant changes in the activities and position of the task 
force of Russian troops are observed. 

• [During the successful offensive of the Defense Forces, Russian forces 

suffered losses and withdrew from the village of Mykolayivka, Kherson 
oblast, which led to panic among servicemen of other units of the armed 
forces of the Russian Federation.] 



 
 

• [In the Kryvyi Rih direction, Russian forces fired artillery at our troops 

and fought a counter-battery battle.] 

[In the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov, Black Sea Fleet ships continue to carry 
out tasks to isolate the combat area, conduct reconnaissance and fire support in 
the coastal direction. Russian forces are blocking civilian shipping in the 
northwestern part of the Black Sea.] 

• [One carrier of the "Caliber" type cruise missiles is on station in the Black 
Sea.] 

[Russian occupiers continue to increase the air defence system in the 
temporarily occupied Crimea. In certain areas, Russian forces deployed additional 
S-300 anti-aircraft missile divisions of the 4th Army of the Southern Military 
District to two anti-aircraft missile divisions.] 

[Russian occupiers continue to suffer losses on the territory of Ukraine, which leads 
to a further decline in morale. The number of enemy personnel trying to avoid 
hostilities in every way is constantly increasing.] 

In the temporarily occupied territories, Russian forces continue to commit 
illegal acts against the citizens of Ukraine. 

During the previous day, Ukrainian combat aircraft attacked enemy units in 
the Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk and Kherson regions. Anti-aircraft missile units in 
the Odesa region shot down an X-22 cruise missile.” unquote 

Fighting in the East of Ukraine has reached maximum intensity – Defence 
Ministry, Ukrayinska Pravda reports. The Russian command has deployed all its 
forces for this purpose and is trying to encircle our troops in the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions, Oleksandr Motuzianyk, spokesperson for the Ministry of Defence, 
said at a briefing. “The fighting has reached maximum intensity, and the Russian 
occupying forces are firing along the entire contact line and trying to hit the depths of 
our defence with artillery. The assault is being carried out on several fronts at 

the same time. The fiercest fighting is taking place on the Sieverodonetsk, Bakhmut 
and Kurakhivsk fronts. 

According to Motuzianyk, the Russian occupying forces are conducting non-stop 
offensive operations in the Eastern operational zone with the aim of establishing 
full control over the territory of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, ensuring the stability 
of the land corridor from Rostov Oblast to the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, and 
blocking Ukraine's maritime communications in the north-western part of the Black 
Sea.” 

Street fighting is underway in Sievierodonetsk – Haidai, Ukrinform reports. 
“Rashists have advanced inside the city of Sievierodonetsk. Street fighting is 
underway,” the Head of Luhansk Regional Military Administration, Serhii Haidai 
wrote. In his words, the Ukrainian military is attempting to push Russian forces 
back. 

Lyman is under Russian control, Ukraine confirms, The Washington Post reports. 
“Russian forces have seized control of the eastern city of Lyman, a Ukrainian official 
has confirmed for the first time since the invaders said they captured the key 
transportation hub. Fighting continues around Lyman, which had offered access to 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/05/30/7349469/
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3496072-street-fighting-underway-in-sievierodonetsk-haidai.html
https://t.me/serhiy_hayday/6788


 
 

bridges over the Siversky Donets River, Ukrainian presidential adviser Oleksiy 
Arestovych said in a video interview Monday. The concession comes after Ukrainians 
had said they were still fighting for control in the northwestern and southeastern 
parts of the city, though the British Defense Ministry said Saturday that Russian 
forces probably had captured most of it.” 

Invaders trying to advance in the east of Zaporizhzhia Oblast – Head of Oblast 
Military Administration, the Ukrayinska Pravda reports."The Russians are trying 
to attack the eastern communities in our region. Artillery, air and missile strikes are 
being carried out along the contact line.  [Monday] Orikhiv and Hryhorivka were very 
badly affected; civil infrastructure, residential buildings and educational institutions 
were damaged. [Oleksandr Starukh, the Head of Zaporizhzhia Oblast Military 
Administration wrote]”.  

Russia gathers troops and equipment near the Ukrainian border, Ukrayinska 
Pravda reports. Roman Starovoyt, Governor of Kursk Oblast (Russia) claims that 
Russia has deployed troops, artillery, and rocket launchers in Kursk Oblast, near 
the Ukrainian border. 

The National Guard shot down the third Russian Su-25 attack aircraft by Igla 
air defence system, Ukrayinska Pravda reported Monday. On the night of 30 May, 
a serviceman of the National Guard shot down a Russian Su-25 on the 
Zaporizhzhia front with the Igla air defence system. 

According to British Defence Intelligence, (last 24 hours): 

• Russia’s capture of Lyman supports its operational main effort, which 

likely remains the encirclement of Sieverodonetsk and the closure of 
the pocket around Ukrainian forces in Luhansk Oblast. Heavy shelling 
continues, while street fighting is likely taking place on the outskirts of 
Sieverodonetsk town. 

• Elements of Russia’s Southern Grouping of Forces are likely leading 

the most successful axis in the sector, supported by the Central 
Grouping of Forces attacking from the North. Progress has been slow but 
gains are being held. Routes into the pocket likely remain under Ukrainian 
control. Russia has achieved greater local successes than earlier in the 
campaign by massing forces and fires in a relatively small area. This forces 
Russia to accept risk elsewhere in occupied territory. 

• Russia’s political goal is likely to occupy the full territory of Donetsk 

and Luhansk Oblasts. To achieve this, Russia will need to secure further 
challenging operational objectives beyond Sieverodonetsk, including the key 
city of Kramatorsk and the M04 Dnipro-Donetsk main road. 

As of Tuesday 31 May, the approximate losses of weapons and military equipment 
of the Russian Armed Forces from the beginning of the war to the present day: 

• Personnel – more than 30500 (+150),  

• Tanks – 1358 (+9),  

• Armoured combat vehicles – 3302 (+20),  

• Artillery systems – 649 (+6),  

• Multiple rocket launchers –MLRS - 207 (+2),   

• Air defence means – 93 (+0),  

• Aircraft - 208 (+1),  

• Helicopters - 174 (+0),  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xDGuiTtUiHw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/05/30/7349535/
https://t.me/zoda_gov_ua/8439
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/05/30/7349403/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/05/30/7349403/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/05/30/7349454/
https://mobile.twitter.com/DefenceHQ


 
 

• Automotive technology and fuel tanks – 2275 (+17), 

• Vessels/boats - 13 (+0),  

• UAV operational and tactical level – 515 (+8), 

• Special equipment – 48 (+0).  

• Mobile SRBM system – 4 (+0),  

• Cruise missiles – 120 (+2) 

Russian enemy suffered the greatest losses (of the last day) in the Kryvyi Rih and 
Zaporizhzhya directions. 

National Guard of Russia soldiers in Krasnodar refused to return to the war in 
Ukraine, Ukrayinska Pravda reports. “Russian National Guard soldiers from 
Krasnodar, who took part in the war against Ukraine in February-April and whom 
the National Guard tried to send there again, refused to return. They were allegedly 
extremely dissatisfied with the payment they received for two months of fighting in 
Ukraine which turned out to be significantly lower than advertised. And this was 
one of the reasons for their refusal.  

“The Command explained that it considers the salary of soldiers for the war not in 
rubles, but dollars. If on March 10 the official dollar exchange rate in Russia was 
120 RUB, then on May 26 it was 56 RUB, which explains the difference in the 
amount of military payments.” 

Humanitarian 

Ukraine’s Defence Ministry on Azovstal defenders: information available but 
classified, Ukrayinska Pravda reports. “The Ministry of Defence of Ukraine has 
information on Ukrainian soldiers who defended Azovstal. Currently, it remains 
classified in order to protect the negotiation process, [Hanna Maliar, Deputy Minister 
of Defence told.]” 

The occupiers have kidnapped more than 500 people in Melitopol - the mayor, 
Ukrayinska Pravda reports. "The most difficult issue today is the security issue 
because people in Melitopol are kidnapped daily, Ivan Fedorov, mayor of occupied 
Melitopol, said at an online briefing. “During the whole period of occupation, in three 
months, more than 500 people were kidnapped. Some are kept for three days, some 
for more than a month. We have an example where a 16-year-old child has been held 
captive for 50 days." 

According to UNHCR 6,801,987 refugees have been registered as of May 29. 
The UN says that so far Poland has taken in 3,627,178 refugees, Romania 
989,357, Russian Federation 971,417, Hungary 682,594, Republic of Moldova 
479,513, Slovakia 461,164 and Belarus 30,092. Among those who fled Ukraine are 
also Ukrainian nationals with dual citizenship. An additional 105,000 people moved 
to the Russian Federation from the Donetsk and Luhansk regions between 18 and 
23 February. 

The number of Ukrainians entering Ukraine since February 28 is 2,229,500 as of 
May 27. This figure reflects cross-border movements, which can be pendular, and 
does not necessarily indicate sustainable returns. 

OHCHR recorded 8,900 civilian casualties in Ukraine as of May 29. 4,074 were 
killed (including 262 children) and 4,826 injured (including 415 children).   

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/05/30/7349462/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/05/30/7349486/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/05/30/7349449/
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine
https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2022/05/ukraine-civilian-casualty-update-30-may-2022


 
 

Environmental 

Putin is ready to facilitate unfettered grain exports from Ukraine's ports, 
Reuters reports. President Putin said on Monday that Russia was ready to facilitate 
the unhindered export of grain from Ukrainian ports in coordination with Turkey, 
according to a Kremlin readout of talks with President Tayyip Erdogan. 

"During the discussion of the situation in Ukraine, emphasis was placed on 
ensuring safe navigation in the Black and Azov seas and eliminating the 

mine threat in their waters," the Kremlin said of Putin's call with Erdogan. 

"Vladimir Putin noted the readiness of the Russian side to facilitate the unhindered 
sea transit of goods in coordination with Turkish partners. This also applies to the 
export of grain from Ukrainian ports." Putin, according to the Kremlin, added that if 
sanctions were lifted, then Russia could "export significant volumes of fertilizers 
and agricultural products." 

It was not immediately clear which Ukrainian ports Putin was speaking of. 
Ukraine's main grain export ports include Chornomorsk, Mykolaiv, Odesa, Kherson 
and Yuzhny. 

Erdogan told Putin that peace needed to be established as soon as possible and 
that Turkey was ready to take on a role in an "observation mechanism" between 
Moscow, Kyiv and the United Nations if an agreement is reached. He later told 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky that he "especially valued the project to 
create a secure sea route for exporting Ukrainian agricultural products," his office 
said, adding he welcomed, in principle, the idea of making Istanbul a headquarters 
for the "observation mechanism". 

ME: This is potentially good news bearing in mind that the press release does 
not mention any mechanism for mine clearance which might be a precondition 
for insurance companies allowing commercial shipping into Ukrainian ports. 
According to NATO, the mine threat persists. Russia cannot facilitate the mine-
clearing operation as this will give the Black Sea Fleet pretext to approach 
Ukrainian ports. Russia cannot be trusted to act in good faith.  

Legal  

There may be more people killed by the Russians in Mariupol: 21,000 bodies 
have already been buried, Ukrayinska Pravda reports.  According to Mariupol City 
Council, the Russian forces may have killed more than 22,000 people in Mariupol. 
According to local authorities, the Russians have already buried 16,000 people in 
mass graves, and another 5,000 have been buried by communal workers by mid-
March. 

Zelenskyy: The occupiers are looking for a way to sell the stolen half a million 
tons of grain, Ukrayinska Pravda reports. "In our occupied territory, the Russian 
occupiers have already stolen at least half a million tons of grain and are now 
looking for ways to sell them somewhere illegally," President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
in the appeal. “According to Zelenskyy, due to Russia's blockade of Ukrainian ports in 
the Black Sea and the seizing of the Ukrainian part of the Sea of Azov, Ukraine 
cannot export 22 million tons of grain that are already in storage”.  

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/putin-russia-ready-facilitate-unfettered-grains-supply-ukraine-2022-05-30/
https://shipping.nato.int/nsc/operations/news/-2022/risk-of-collateral-damage-in-the-north-western-black-sea-2
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/05/30/7349417/
https://t.me/mariupolrada/9754?fbclid=IwAR2i2Nbn1cUitsAlu3gB1ZcE32Agn-57sXMMGiSKQTv6-brnBASkTS-lkBw
https://t.me/mariupolrada/9754?fbclid=IwAR2i2Nbn1cUitsAlu3gB1ZcE32Agn-57sXMMGiSKQTv6-brnBASkTS-lkBw
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/05/30/7349555/
https://t.me/OP_UA/6709


 
 

243 children were killed, 
and 446 children injured, 
the Office of the Prosecutor 
General of Ukraine reports as 
of May 31. 1,909 educational 
establishments are damaged 
as a result of shelling and 
bombings, 180 of them are 
destroyed fully. 14,842 
crimes of aggression and war 
crimes and 6,958 crimes 
against national security were 

registered. 

Support  

The U.S. will not send Ukraine rocket systems that can reach Russia, says 
Biden, Reuters reports. “The United States will not send Ukraine rocket systems that 
can reach into Russia, President Joe Biden said on Monday, as Ukraine pushes for 
long-range weapons system to help in its fight. Ukrainian officials have been asking 
allies for longer-range systems including the Multiple Launch Rocket System, or 
MLRS, that can fire a barrage of rockets hundreds of miles away.  

We're not going to send to Ukraine rocket systems that strike into Russia," Biden 
told reporters after arriving back at the White House after a weekend in Delaware. 
Biden did not rule out providing any specific weapons system but instead 
appeared to be placing conditions on how they could be used. Biden and his team 
are working on a new package of military equipment and it is expected to be 
announced in the coming days. The MLRS was under consideration, but nothing 
with long-range strike capabilities outside of battlefield use, a senior 
administration official said.” 

FM Kuleba: Providing Ukraine with weapons will not drag other states into 
war, Ukrinform reports. "Nothing will drag you into the war until your soldiers start 
fighting for us. And we, I will remind you, have never even asked your soldiers to 
fight for us. We know how to win. We know how to fight. Give us all the necessary 
weapons, and we will win, and no one in the world will be dragged into this war," 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine Dmytro Kuleba said. 

The foreign minister stressed that Russia wanted no one to help Ukraine so 
that Russian troops could kill as many Ukrainians as possible, and seize as much 
territory as possible: "That's why they [Russians] are threatening everyone 

with terrible consequences for the support of Ukraine, but the truth is obvious." 

EU leaders agree "in principle" on a Russian oil embargo - von der Leyen, 
Reuters reports. “EU leaders have reached an agreement "in principle" on banning 
oil imports from Russia, European Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen said early 
on Tuesday. The council should now be able to finalise a ban on almost 90% of all 
Russian oil imports by the end of the year. This is an important step forward. On the 
remaining 10%, on these we will soon return to the issue of these remaining 10% of 
pipeline oil, she added.” 

"This immediately covers more than two-thirds of oil imports from Russia, cutting a 
huge source of financing for its war machine," EU Council President Charles Michel 

https://gp.gov.ua/ua/posts/yuvenalni-prokurori-vnaslidok-zbroinoyi-agresiyi-rf-v-ukrayini-zaginuli-243-ditini-2
https://www.facebook.com/pgo.gov.ua/posts/pfbid0U5wZLNev3zHuoYdcwr7MVRHom7QywmR9WniYz2PFDwY6P3pkM8RpHE23PzNV8EUkl
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/us-will-not-send-ukraine-rocket-systems-that-can-reach-russia-says-biden-2022-05-30/
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/3495856-fm-kuleba-providing-ukraine-with-weapons-will-not-drag-other-states-into-war.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-leaders-agree-principle-russia-oil-embargo-von-der-leyen-2022-05-30/


 
 

wrote on Twitter according to Reuters. The leaders also agreed to cut off the largest 
Russian bank Sberbank from the SWIFT system and to ban three more Russian 
state-owned broadcasters, he added. 

EU ready to provide EUR 9B in macro-financial assistance to Ukraine, 
Ukrinform reports. The European Union is set to provide Ukraine with another EUR 
9 billion in macro-financial assistance, President of the European Council Charles 
Michel wrote on Twitter. “The European Council will continue helping Ukraine with its 
immediate liquidity needs, together with G7. EUCO is ready to grant Ukraine EUR 9 
billion”. 

New developments   

A. President Zelensky: There can be no compromises at the expense of 
Ukraine’s sovereignty, Ukrinform reports. Sanctions against Russia must 
be as effective as to make the Russian side begin to seek peace, and there 
can be no compromise at the expense of Ukraine’s territorial integrity and 
sovereignty, President Zelensky said in his video address to the European 
Council. “Why can Russia still earn almost a billion euros a day by selling 
energy resources? Why are banks of a terrorist state still working with Europe 
and the global financial system? Serious questions. And why are Russian 
propaganda channels still active in the European Union? This is an information 
weapon of the Russian Federation. Why are Russian civil servants who 
support the war and judges who openly support repression still not under 
sanctions? Zelensky noted.” 

B. Ukraine is in talks with Russia only on humanitarian issues, the 
Ukrinform reports. "The negotiation process has been suspended today in the 
political and diplomatic part. It is working in the humanitarian part because 
there is an exchange of prisoners, there are humanitarian corridors, attempts 
to evacuate our people, [Mykhailo Podoliak, an adviser to the head of the 
Ukrainian President's Office, said in an interview with LB.ua]. According to 
him, Russia now lives in the self-created reality and therefore completely 
inadequately perceives what is happening in the world.” 

C. France ready to mediate Ukraine–Russia negotiations, Ukrinform reports. 
"France maintains a channel of communication with Russia, it is not the only 
one who does this, and believes that it is necessary to have a channel for 
conveying certain messages," French Foreign Affairs Minister Catherine 
Colonna said at a joint briefing with Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 
Dmytro Kuleba in Kyiv.” 

D. Erdoğan offers Putin a Ukraine-UN-Russia meeting in Istanbul, Ukrinform 
reports. "President Erdogan said that if both sides reached an agreement, 
Turkey was ready to play its role in a Ukraine-UN-Russia meeting in Istanbul 
and a possible monitoring mechanism, the press service of the President of 
Turkey informs.” 

E. Zelensky and Erdoğan discuss food security and peace restoration, 
Ukrinform reports. “Continued dialogue with Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan. Discussed threats to food security posed by the aggressor & ways to 
unblock Ukrainian ports. Held discussions on cooperation in the security 
sphere. Unanimously agree on the need to restore peace. We appreciate 
Turkey’s help in this process, Zelensky wrote on Twitter.” 

Assessment  

1. On the War 

https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/eu-leaders-agree-ban-export-russian-oil-bloc-eus-michel-2022-05-30/
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-economy/3496179-eu-ready-to-provide-eur-9b-in-macrofinancial-assistance-to-ukraine-michel.html
https://twitter.com/CharlesMichel/status/1531396402529574912
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/3496047-president-zelensky-there-can-be-no-compromises-at-the-expense-of-ukraines-sovereignty.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/3495792-ukraine-in-talks-with-russia-only-on-humanitarian-issues-podoliak.html
https://lb.ua/news/2022/05/30/518384_mihaylo_podolyak_ti_mozhesh_sisti.html?fbclid=IwAR3WfDXo3bfgmxzjLT-UzzfeYEZFum1fld3TcXTXLjnxffeEgZ4oXvsmcb4
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/3495967-france-ready-to-mediate-ukrainerussia-negotiations.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/3496078-zelensky-erdogan-discuss-food-security-and-peace-restoration.html
https://twitter.com/ZelenskyyUa/status/1531357984156172289


 
 

The Institute for the Study of War has made the following assessment as of Monday 

30 May: 

(quote) “Mounting casualties among 

Russian junior officers will likely 

further degrade Russian capabilities 

and lead to further moral 

breakdowns. The UK Ministry of 

Defense stated on May 30 that Russian 

forces have suffered devastating losses 

amongst mid and junior ranking officers. 

The UK MoD reported that battalion and 

brigade level officers continue to deploy 

forwards and into harm's way—rather 

than commanding from rear areas and 

delegating to lower-ranking officers—due 

to senior Russian officers holding them to 

an “uncompromising level of 

responsibility” for their units. The British 

Defense Ministry further reported that 

junior officers are in charge of low-level 

tactical operations due to a lack of 

professionalism and modernization 

within the Russian Armed Forces and 

that the continued losses of these junior 

officers will complicate command and control efforts, particularly in Battalion 

Tactical Groups (BTGs) cobbled together from the survivors of multiple other 

units. ISW previously assessed that continued demoralization and poor command 

and control among Russian forces could present Ukrainian forces opportunities to 

conduct prudent counteroffensives, particularly as the Russian military continues 

to pour resources into the battle of Severodonetsk at the cost of other lines of effort. 

Domestic dissent within Russian military circles, claiming that the 

Kremlin is not doing enough to win the war, continues to grow. Former 

Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) officer Igor Girkin (also known as Strelkov) 

condemned Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov’s statements about the priority 

of the “special operation” in Ukraine being the liberation of the Donbas. Girkin 

claimed that the Kremlin has forgone the ideological underpinnings of the conflict 

by focusing the conflict on the Donbas, rather than the entirety of Ukraine. Girkin 

complained that Kremlin officials are no longer questioning the legitimacy of the 

existence of Ukraine and that the concepts of “denazification” and 

“demilitarization” have been forgotten. Girkin accused the Kremlin of appeasement 

policies and stated that the threat of defeat continues to grow. 

Girkin’s dissent is emblematic of continued shifts within circles of Russian military 

enthusiasts and ex-servicemen. As ISW has previously reported, the Kremlin has 

repeatedly revised its objectives for the war in Ukraine downwards due to 

battlefield failures. The Kremlin is increasingly facing discontent not from 

Russians opposed to the war as a whole, but military and nationalist figures angry 

at Russian losses and frustrated with shifting Kremlin framing of the war. Russian 

https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-may-30


 
 

officials are increasingly unable to employ the same ideological justifications for 

the invasion in the face of clear setbacks, and a lack of concrete military gains 

within Ukraine will continue to foment domestic dissatisfaction with the war. 

Key Takeaways 

• Russian forces continued to incrementally capture areas of 

Severodonetsk but have not yet fully encircled the city. 

• Russian forces focused on regrouping near Izyum to renew offensives 

towards Slovyansk and Barvinkove and conducted only minor, 

unsuccessful, attacks. Russian forces are making incremental advances 

towards Slovyansk and seek to assault the city itself in the coming weeks, but 

are unlikely to achieve decisive gains. 

• Russian forces in Kharkiv continue to focus efforts on preventing a 

Ukrainian counteroffensive from reaching the international border between 

Kharkiv and Belgorod, and Ukrainian forces have not conducted any 

significant operations in the area in recent days. 

• The limited Ukrainian counterattack in northern Kherson Oblast did 

not take any further ground in the last 48 hours but has disrupted 

Russian operations. Russian forces launched several unsuccessful attacks 

against the Ukrainian bridgehead on the east bank of the Inhulets River. 

• Mounting casualties among Russian junior officers will further 

degrade Russian morale and command and control capabilities.“ 

(unquote) 

Head of the Military Administration: there are no signs of Russia's 

preparations for another attack on Kyiv, but the danger remains, Ukrayinska 

Pravda reports. The head of the Kyiv Military Administration, General Mykola 

Zhyrnov, said that there are presently no signs of the Russian troops’ formation to 

attack the Ukrainian capital, but the danger remains.  

"Currently, if we look at the Bryansk and Kursk Oblasts, we do not see any actual 

signs of the formation of troops.  However, we know that the Russian Federation 

can also use the territory of Belarus. Kyiv, as the capital, is a priority target for 

occupation by the Russian troops. Given the significant amount of human and 

logistical resources in Russia, the danger of a second offensive remains”. 

Russian advances in Ukraine’s east mark a tipping point, The Washington Post 

reports. For Ukrainians, the news from the front lines is not encouraging. As the 

100th day since Russia launched its invasion nears, the tide of battle in Ukraine’s 

east seems to be pulling in Moscow’s favor. On Monday, Russian troops entered the 

outskirts of Severodonetsk, one of the last strategically significant cities in the 

Luhansk region still in Ukrainian control. Should the city fall, it would give Russia 

and its proxy forces de facto authority over half of Donbas, the country’s coveted 

eastern industrial heartland. 

In a recent interview with a French radio station, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 

Lavrov indicated that the current momentum was part of the Kremlin’s newly 

focused aim. “Our obvious objective is, of course, to push the Ukrainian 

army and the Ukrainian battalions out of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
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regions,” he said, amid rising fears among Western officials that Russia intends to 

annex territory in Donbas and Kherson, a region abutting already annexed Crimea. 

The Russian advance has been characterized by the same brutality and 

relentlessness of previous offensives. Observers report similar tactics to those 

deployed in the conquest of the port city of Mariupol, with endless days and nights 

of artillery fire and missile strikes pulverizing urban areas. […] 

The Russians “use the same tactics over and over again. They shell for several 

hours — for three, four, five hours — in a row and then attack,” Luhansk’s regional 

governor, Serhiy Haidai, told Reuters. “Those who attack die. Then shelling and 

attack follow again, and so on until they break through somewhere.” 

The enduring misery of the battlefield underlies a tilting strategic 

landscape. “The situation in the country’s east marks a shift from an earlier stage 

of the war, when staunch Ukrainian defenses forced a broad Russian retreat in 

Kyiv and other areas, increasing confidence among Ukrainians and their Western 

backers about the prospects of all-out victory over a poorly organized and equipped 

Russian force,” my colleagues Siobhán O’Grady, Paul Sonne, Max Bearak and 

Anastacia Galouchka reported. 

“Having now regrouped, Russian troops are making incremental but 

steady progress in their campaign in the east and are regularly employing 

heavy flamethrowers and long-range artillery that Ukrainian forces lack, leaving 

Kyiv on the back foot,” they wrote. “Though Ukrainian resistance has made the 

fight a slog for Russian forces, Moscow is inching closer to encircling 

Ukraine’s biggest strongholds in Donbas region, while fighting on territory 

contiguous to Russia with easier supply lines.” 

Moscow appears to have learned from its initial blunders. “The recent Russian 

gains appear at least in part to be the products of past Ukrainian success,” noted 

Bloomberg News. “By mounting so effective a defense that Russian commanders 

had to withdraw from around the country’s two largest cities — Kyiv and Kharkiv 

— Ukraine also drove them to abandon a wildly over-ambitious battle plan that 

had left their troops thinly spread and too far from logistical lifelines.” 

It’s still true that the war has left Russia’s military massively depleted and, in 

some areas, short on equipment, manpower and morale. But Ukrainian fighters 

in the east, as my colleague Sudarsan Raghavan reported, are 

complaining of being outmanned and outgunned. The expansion and 

consolidation of Russian control in Ukraine’s east marks a new phase in the 

conflict, one that will test both Western and Ukrainian wartime resilience. 

Ukrainian officials have made their demands loud and clear. At the World 

Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, last week, members of the Kyiv’s 

delegation urged for more military aid and heavy weaponry from the United States 

and Europe. They framed the reasons for their demands in ideological terms: 

Ukraine’s defense was the defense of all liberal, democratic societies. 

Russian victory, on the other hand, would mark the victory of might over 

right, of brute tyranny over the rule of law. 
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“You don’t need to die for us,” Yulia Klymenko, a Ukrainian member of parliament, 

told reporters in Davos, from where Today’s WorldView recently returned. “But we 

are dying for you.” 

The Biden administration is set to announce further deliveries of weapons and 

munitions to Ukraine, which may include advanced long-range rocket systems that 

would help thwart Russia’s advance in the east. On Monday, President Biden 

indicated that he did not want to send the type of rocket system whose range 

could reach deep into Russian territory. The Kremlin cast Biden’s remarks as 

“rational,” though the Russian line — voiced both by its officials and state media 

— remains that they are fighting a war against Western proxies in Ukraine. 

In Europe, despite a lot of noisy rhetorical unity, there remain pronounced 

differences in the approach to the conflict. France and Germany, for example, 

recently urged Russian President Vladimir Putin to engage in direct talks 

with his Ukrainian counterpart, President Volodymyr Zelensky, over ending the 

Black Sea blockade that has been so ruinous for the global economy. That appeal 

was met with derision from politicians in the Baltic states further to the east, who 

want to deepen Russia’s isolation and deliver Putin a decisive defeat. 

Yet, as the campaign in Donbas shows, Russia is not close to any kind of 

definitive defeat in Ukraine. Politicians in Kyiv and many of their Western 

backers maintain a maximalist view of how the conflict should end, with Russian 

capitulation and the return of every inch of territory under Moscow’s control, 

including the Crimean peninsula. 

That view of the war clashes with the growing fears of foreign policy experts over 

the risks of prolonging the war. […]. At a World Economic Forum panel, veteran 

U.S. foreign policy analyst Graham T. Allison suggested a frozen conflict — with 

contested borders settled along the lines as they currently are — would be the 

ideal outcome, staving off the risk of Putin deploying tactical nuclear weapons. 

“Either there will be facts on the ground that Putin can live with, or he will escalate 

the level of destruction,” Allison said. 

His remarks were attacked by Lawrence Freedman, a venerable British military 

historian and analyst, who cautioned against setting political conditions for the 

Ukrainians and suggested that it’s hardly obvious that Putin — who has of yet has 

been unable to even describe the war in Ukraine as a “war” — would be willing to 

use nuclear weapons. “Russia does not face an existential threat,” he said. 

“Ukraine is facing an existential threat. … The Ukrainians are not going 

to stop fighting.” 

2. Consequences and what to do?   

ME: The U.S. will not send Ukraine rocket systems that can reach Russia, says 

President Biden.  

That’s an odd statement bearing in mind that most of the Russian cruise missiles 

launched against Ukraine have been released from outside its border. The 
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battlespace already extends beyond Ukraine. It needs the ability to take out the 

weapon carriers before they launch the missiles.  

It is an even more odd statement considering that any weapon – heavy or not – can 

reach Russia if Ukraine controls its borders. How deep it can reach should be of 

less importance. It is also at odds with the fact the West is already providing 

Ukraine with some weapons, including Harpoon that allows it to engage Russian 

warships at long range and inside what Russia claim to be its territorial waters.  

More importantly, the statement raises concerns about future defence support. I for 

one was hoping that the combination of the US “lend-lease agreement” and its $40 

billion aid package held promises of weapon support of a very different scale and 

complexity than we have seen so far. Ukraine might potentially receive what it 

needs to liberate all of its territories. Especially since the first refers to equal 

decisive support against another dictator threatening European security more than 

80 years ago. The aid package itself includes $20 billion in military aid that was 

expected to finance the transfer of advanced weapons systems, such as Patriot 

antiaircraft missiles and long-range artillery.  

Biden's statement puts that ambition in question. Ukraine needs combat aircraft 

and a navy to defeat Russia, all of which have the inherent ability to attack targets 

in the depth of Russia. That does not mean that Ukraine will do just that. It is a 

risk easily alleviated through dialogue in a partnership based on mutual trust.  

“Our paramount priority is the fast delivery of weapons […] the faster military 

support from nations that we receive, the stronger response our army can give,” 

Emine Dzhaparova, Ukraine’s First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs told the 

NATO Parliamentary Assembly on 28 May. Dzhaparova stressed that increased 

support for her country – including stronger sanctions on Russian energy exports – 

is an investment in NATO’s own security. “Whatever the price you are paying 

now, it’s much lower than the price NATO will have to pay if Putin […] 

prevails, she said via video link.”  

The Biden statement highlights what I perceive as a lack of consistency between 

Western stated objectives and strategy. The USA, Canada and the EU members 

have not yet started delivering the weapons Ukraine need to defeat Russia. These 

will include platforms and weapon systems with the ability to attack targets in the 

depth of Russia, which should be perfectly okay since all NATO countries with an 

Air Force have the exact same capability. 

It is time to treat Ukraine as what it is: A potential NATO member fighting for 

European security and stability.   
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