
 
 

Morning report day 314 – January 3 

The report is based on media reports, expert analyses, and official information 
posted online. Mariia Symonova has supported my efforts throughout.  

Situation  

According to information from the General Staff as of 06.00 03.01.2023, 
supplemented by its [18:00 assessment].  

“The Russian occupiers continue to wage full-scale armed aggression against 
our state. Russian forces do not give up their plans to enter the administrative 
border of the Donetsk region. The main efforts are focused on maintaining the 
offensive potential and replenishing losses, in particular at the expense of the 
mobilized. 

To exert pressure on the leadership and the population of our country, Russian 
forces carry out air and missile strikes, as well as artillery fire on critical 
infrastructure and civilian residences on the territory of Ukraine, thereby 
violating the norms of International Humanitarian Law, the laws and customs of 
warfare. 

During the past day, Russian forces 
launched 6 missiles and 52 airstrikes 
and carried out 77 MLRS attacks. All 6 
missile strikes, as well as 30 airstrikes, 
were [targeting] civilian 
infrastructure. In addition, all 27 
Shahed-136 UAVs, which were used by 
Russian forces, were shot down by the 
Defense Forces of Ukraine. 

The threat of enemy air and missile 
strikes on critical infrastructure remains 
throughout Ukraine. 

Russian forces, trying to take full control 
of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, are 
concentrating their efforts on 
conducting offensive operations in the 
Bakhmut region. Makes attempts to 
improve the tactical position in the Lyman 
and Avdiiv directions, and strengthens 
the grouping in the Novopavliv direction 
at the expense of units transferred from 
the Kherson direction. 

Over the past day, units of the Defense Forces repelled the attacks of the 
occupiers in the areas of settlements: Stelmakhivka, Makiivka, Ploshanka, 
Belogorivka of the Luhansk region; Rozdolivka, Soledar, Krasna Gora, 
Pidgorodne, Bakhmut, Klishchiivka, Kurdyumivka, Avdiivka, Maryinka of 
the Donetsk region. 

In the Volyn, Polissya, Siverskyi and Slobozhanskyi directions, the situation 
remains without significant changes, Russian forces maintain a military presence 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.linkedin.com%252Fin%252Fmariam-mariia-symonova-020220151%252F%253Ffbclid%253DIwAR19gW4u3o8jEznOv55pfWUx8Ohx-1j-NKv8e8vBhtH_vGHiAEj_M2Rd_T0%26h%3DAT26aw4fb1fIb8RhOewuioNpEzMn8b25M2WigpaQbrRxFhbKwcyQmnDP4BpDUxqfyJhpYavunzp1p3bj5YvmE3jN6IWy-FcZBiABSigjQo7v9p8zcZTeFSZSCQv7wAsQJp5esQ&data=05%7C01%7C%7C303f48549d3849dccdd008da63df818b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637932109066561678%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BJY9fxwxpTsCXmZ9iKz1s6f35KSPONwNbIFI0h9UrqE%3D&reserved=0


 
 

in the border areas but no signs of the formation of enemy offensive groups have 
been detected. 

In other directions, Russian forces defend previously occupied lines, concentrate 
efforts on restraining the actions of units of the Defense Forces of Ukraine, and at 
the same time fire at the positions of our troops and civilian objects along the entire 
contact line. 

• On the Siverskyi and Slobozhanskyi directions, areas of the settlements 
of Lypivka and Yelina of the Chernihiv region were subjected to artillery and 
mortar attacks; Volfine, Pavlivka, Pokrovka, Mayske of Sumy region; as well 
as Strelecha, Staritsa, Ohirtseve, Vovchansk, Okhrimivka, Kamianka of the 
Kharkiv region. 

• In the Kupyansk direction, Russian forces fired from the entire range of 
artillery in the areas of the settlements of Novomlynsk, Tavilzhanka, 
Dvorichna, Liman Pershiy, Vilshana, Kupyansk, Kucherivka, Orlyanka, 
Kurylivka, Kislivka, Kotlyarivka, Tabaivka, and Pershotravneve of the 
Kharkiv region; Novoselivske, Andriivka and Stelmakhivka, Luhansk region. 

• In the Lyman direction, Russian forces fired tanks, mortars, and artillery 
in the areas of the settlements of Makiivka, Ploshanka, Nevske, Dibrova, 
Chervopopivka of the Luhansk region, as well as Terna of the Donetsk 
region. 

• In the Bakhmut direction, Russian forces fired from tanks, mortars and 
MLRS in the areas of the settlements of Spirne, Berestovka, Bilogorivka, 
Vesele, Yakovlivka, Soledar, Bakhmut, Kostyantynivka, Stupochki, 
Klishchiivka, Andriivka, Bila Gora, Kurdyumivka, Diliivka, Mayorsk, New- 
York, Donetsk region. 

• In the Avdiivka direction, Russian forces fired tanks and artillery of 
various types in the areas of Vesele, Berdychi, Avdiivka, Georgiivka, 
Maryinka, Novomykhailivka, and Vodiane settlements of the Donetsk 
region. 

• In the Novopavlovsk direction, Russian forces fired from tanks, mortars, 
artillery and MLRS in the areas of Vugledar, Zolota Niva, Velyka Novosilka, 
and Vremivka settlements of the Donetsk region. 

• In the Zaporizhzhia direction, Russian forces fired tanks and the entire 
range of artillery in the areas of settlements of Novopil, Donetsk region; 
Olhivske, Zeleny Gai, Gulyaipole, Dorozhnyanka, Zaliznychne, Gulyaipilske, 
Charivne, Novodanilivka, Orihiv, Novoandriivka, Mali Shcherbaki, Stepove, 
Kamianske and Plavni of the Zaporizhzhia region; Musiivka, 
Chervonogrihorivka, Dnipropetrovsk region. 

• In the Kherson direction, Russian forces do not stop shelling populated 
areas along the right bank of the Dnipro River. In particular, the civil 
infrastructure of Kherson, Zelenivka, Inzhenerne, Molodizhne, Antonivka 
and Beryslav settlements of the Kherson region were damaged by the 
artillery shelling, and there are victims among the civilian population. 

Russian forces continue to suffer losses. On December 31, units of the Defense 
Forces of Ukraine confirmed fire damage to enemy personnel and military 
equipment in the Chulakivka settlement of the Kherson region. The losses of 
Russian forces amounted to about 500 soldiers wounded and dead. 

On January 1, 2023, the units of the Defense Forces of Ukraine carried out fire 
damage to the personnel of the Russian occupiers in the area of the settlement of 
Fedorivka, Kherson region, the number of enemy casualties - to be specified. 



 
 

[On December 31, up to 10 units of enemy military equipment of various types 
were destroyed and damaged in the area of concentration in the settlement of 
Makiivka, Donetsk oblast, the losses of personnel of the occupiers are being 
specified.] 

[Russian invaders continue to commit illegal actions against local residents in 
the temporarily occupied territory of the Kherson oblast. The occupiers collect 
information about persons engaged in business activities and seize their vehicles 
and goods.] 

During the past day, the aviation of the Defense Forces of Ukraine made 13 
strikes on areas where Russian personnel, weapons and military equipment were 
concentrated, as well as 5 strikes on the positions of anti-aircraft missile systems. 

During the past day, our defenders shot down an enemy Ka-52 helicopter and 3 
reconnaissance UAVs of the Orlan-10 type. 

Units of missile forces and artillery of the Defense Forces of Ukraine over the 
past day carried out fire damage to the area where Russian manpower and 
military equipment are concentrated, as well as a Russian radar station.” 

Armed Forces of Ukraine liberate Velykyi Potomkin Island, Kherson Oblast, 
Ukrainska Pravda reports. “As of the evening of 2 January, Ukrainian Armed Forces 
have liberated the island of Velykyi Potomkin between the left and right banks of the 

Dnipro River in Kherson Oblast.” 

Air defence activated in Kyiv and Kyiv Oblast, explosions rock capital, 
Ukrainska Pravda reported Monday night. “Air defence forces are operating in Kyiv 
and Kyiv Oblast, repelling an attack from Russian drones.” 

The Ukrainian Defence Forces destroyed all 39 attack drones that were launched 
to attack Ukraine by Russian forces, along with 2 Orlan-10 reconnaissance UAVs 
and one Kh-59 air-launched guided missile, on the night of 1-2 January 2023. 
Anti-aircraft missile units, fighter aircraft and mobile fire groups were 
engaged in repelling the attack.  

It was previously reported that, on the night of 1-2 January, 20 air targets were 
shot down over Kyiv, along with 9 Shahed UAVs and a Kh-59MK2 high-precision 
guided missile over Dnipropetrovsk and Zaporizhzhia oblasts, and seven Shahed-
136 drones over Mykolaiv Oblast.” 

Explosions rock Sevastopol, Russians say they shoot down a drone, Ukrainska 
Pravda reports. “Mikhail Razvozhayev, the so-called "governor" of the temporarily 
occupied city of Sevastopol, reported that air defence was operating in the city, and a 
drone was shot down over the sea. 

Russian Telegram groups report that at least three explosions were heard in 
Sevastopol.” 

Russia states Ukrainian UAV attacked an energy facility in Bryansk Oblast, 
Ukrainska Pravda reports, citing Alexander Bogomaz, Governor of Bryansk Oblast 
in the Russian Federation. "A Ukrainian UAV attacked the Klimovsky district this 
morning [2 January - ed.]. There were no casualties. All emergency services are 
working at the scene.  

An energy facility was damaged as a result of the attack, and there is no electricity 
in one village." 

Military exercise of Russian and Belarusian troops prolonged once again, 
Ukrainska Pravda reports, citing Belaruski Hajun, an independent Belarusian 
military monitoring media outlet. “Russia and Belarus have extended training of the 
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regional joint force of the so-called Union State [Russia and Belarus] until at least 8 
January.” 

Ukraine’s Armed Forces preparing for new Russian attacks, Ukrinform reports, 
citing Yuriy Ignat, spokesman for the Ukrainian Air Force Command. “Ukraine’s Air 
Force and Defense Forces are preparing for new Russian attacks, which Russia is 
likely to carry out on January 7. 

We are expecting, we are preparing. You see that there have been attacks for three 
days in a row, how they have planned it, we don't know. We just have to prepare 
for it, said Ignat.” 

According to British Defence Intelligence, (last 48 hours): 

• In mid-December, Russian military and Wagner proxy forces likely increased 

the frequency of their infantry assaults around the Donetsk Oblast 

town of Bakhmut. However, many of these operations were poorly 
supported. 

• Over the last ten days, Ukraine has committed significant 
reinforcements to defend the sector and the frequency of Russian assaults 
has likely reduced from the peak in mid-December. Both sides have suffered 
high casualties. 

• Russian offensive operations in the area are now likely being 

conducted at only platoon or section level. It is unlikely Russia will 
achieve a significant breakthrough near Bakhmut in the coming weeks. 

• Over the last five days, Russian and Ukrainian forces have probably been 
fighting for control of the P66 highway, north of the Russian-held 
Luhansk Oblast town of Kremina. 

• The P66 is a key supply route for the northern section of Russia’s Donbas front 
from the Belgorod region of Russia. Its use has been disrupted by Ukrainian 
artillery since October, but if Ukraine were able to secure the route, if would 
highly likely further undermine Russia’s defence of Kremina. 

As of Tuesday 3 January, the approximate losses of weapons and military 
equipment of the Russian Armed Forces from the beginning of the invasion to the 
present day:  

• Personnel – about 108190 (+750), 

• Tanks – 3036 (+5),  

• Armoured combat vehicles – 6100 (+7), 

• Artillery systems – 2033 (+6), 

• Multiple rocket launchers –MLRS - 424 (+1), 

• Air defence means – 214 (+1),  

• Aircraft - 283 (+0), 

• Helicopters - 270 (+1), 

• Automotive technology and fuel tanks – 4735 (+10), 

• Vessels/boats - 16 (+0), 

• UAV operational and tactical level – 1839 (+3), 

• Special equipment – 181 (+0),  

• Mobile SRBM system – 4 (+0), 

• Cruise missiles – 723 (+0) 

Anger in Russia as scores of troops killed in one of the war's deadliest strikes, 

Reuters reports. “Russia acknowledged on Monday that scores of its troops were 
killed in one of the Ukraine war's deadliest strikes, drawing demands from 

https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3645313-ukraines-armed-forces-preparing-for-new-russian-attacks-ignat.html
https://mobile.twitter.com/DefenceHQ
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/defiant-ukrainians-cheer-new-year-drones-blasted-skies-2023-01-01/


 
 

nationalist bloggers for commanders to be punished for housing soldiers alongside an 
ammunition dump. Russia's defence ministry said 63 soldiers had died in the fiery 
blast which destroyed a temporary barracks in a former vocational college in 
Makiivka, twin city of the Russian-occupied regional capital of Donetsk. 

It said the accommodation had been hit by four rockets fired from U.S.-made 
HIMARS launchers, claiming two rockets had been shot down. Kyiv said the 
Russian death toll was in the hundreds, though pro-Russian officials called 
this an exaggeration. 

Russian military bloggers, many with hundreds of thousands of followers, said the 
huge destruction was a result of storing ammunition in the same building as 
a barracks, despite commanders knowing it was within range of Ukrainian 
rockets. 

Igor Girkin, a former commander of pro-Russian troops in east Ukraine who has 
emerged as one of the highest profile Russian nationalist military bloggers, said 
the death toll was in the hundreds, later editing his post to include 
wounded in that figure. Ammunition had been stored at the site and Russian 
military equipment there was uncamouflaged, he said.” 

Russian propagandist Solovyov urges Russians not to fear death: Life is 
overrated, Ukrainska Pravda reports. “Russian propagandist Vladimir Solovyov has 

called on Russians not to be afraid of death, saying that "life is greatly overrated", but 
death is inevitable anyway.” 

Russia has enough missiles only for two large-scale attacks, Ukrainska Pravda 
reported on 1 January, citing the press service of the Defence Intelligence of 
Ukraine. “Kyrylo Budanov, the Head of the Defence Intelligence of Ukraine, has said 
that Russia only has enough missiles left for two large-scale missile attacks on 
Ukraine. According to Budanov, the Russians have reduced the number of missiles in 
their strikes to keep simulating the intensity of these attacks. 

According to intelligence data, one missile attack by Russia requires 1.5-2 months 
of preparation. Budanov has emphasised that the Russian Federation [will face] 
a critical situation with its weaponry by March. 

The Head of the Defence Intelligence of Ukraine has also reassured that the 
military situation in the city of Bakhmut is not catastrophic, but there is a disaster 
with the city itself because much of it was destroyed. Budanov added that the 
Russians are suffering heavy losses near Bakhmut. He also believes that 2023 will 
bring victory to Ukraine, and a change of power to Russia.” 

Up to 13% of Iskanders left in Russia, they cannot produce them, Ukrainska 
Pravda reports, citing Oleksiy Reznikov, Minister of Defence of Ukraine, in an 
interview LB. "We have counted how many they have fired at us, how many they had 
and how many they had left. They have dipped into a critical reserve; they have 
somewhere around 11-13% of Iskanders left. According to their Soviet classical 
norms, they should keep a reserve of 25-30%. They've already dipped into it. 
Committed a crime from the point of view of their responsibility. It's the same with 
Kalibrs. […] 

He added that Russia has more than 7,000 S-300 missiles, but invaders have 
begun using them as surface-to-surface ballistic missiles. It (S-300 - ed.) flies up to 
200–220 kilometres, so they terrorise Kharkiv, Mykolaiv, Kherson, and 
Zaporizhzhia Oblasts, just using the S-300. In order to get to the objects of our 
critical infrastructure in the Lviv, Ternopil, Kyiv, and Odesa Oblasts, they use 
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either aircraft carriers — Kh-101, Kh-555, for example, or Kalibr sea-based cruise 
missiles, he said.” 

Humanitarian 

How Russia’s war on Ukraine is worsening global starvation, The New York 
Times reports. “Moscow blocks most shipments from Ukraine, one of the world’s 
largest wheat producers, and its attacks on the country’s energy grid also disrupt the 
flow of food. […] The number of ships sailing through this narrow strait, which 
connects Black Sea ports to wider waters, plummeted when Russia invaded 
Ukraine 10 months ago and imposed a naval blockade. Under diplomatic pressure, 
Moscow has begun allowing some vessels to pass, but it continues to restrict most 
shipments from Ukraine, which together with Russia once exported a quarter of the 
world’s wheat. 

And at the few Ukrainian ports that are operational, Russia’s missile and drone 
attacks on Ukraine’s energy grid periodically cripple the grain terminals where 
wheat and corn are loaded onto ships. An enduring global food crisis has 
become one of the farthest-reaching consequences of Russia’s war, 
contributing to widespread starvation, poverty and premature deaths. […] 

As deep winter sets in and Russia presses assaults on Ukraine’s infrastructure, 
the crisis is worsening. Food shortages are already being exacerbated by a 
drought in the Horn of Africa and unusually harsh weather in other parts of the 
world. The United Nations World Food Program estimates that more than 345 
million people are suffering from or at risk of acute food insecurity, more 
than double the number from 2019. […] 

The food shortages and high prices are causing intense pain across Africa, Asia 
and the Americas. U.S. officials are especially worried about Afghanistan and 
Yemen, which have been ravaged by war. Egypt, Lebanon and other big food-
importing nations are finding it difficult to pay their debts and other expenses 
because costs have surged. Even in wealthy countries like the United States 
and Britain, soaring inflation driven in part by the war’s disruptions has 
left poorer people without enough to eat. 

By attacking Ukraine, the breadbasket of the world, Putin is attacking the world’s 
poor, spiking global hunger when people are already on the brink of famine,” said 
Samantha Power, the administrator of the United States Agency for International 
Development, or USAID. Ukrainians are [linking] the events to 
the Holodomor, when Joseph Stalin engineered a famine in Soviet-ruled 
Ukraine 90 years ago that killed millions. […] 

But Russia’s intentional disruption of global food supplies poses an entirely 
different problem. Moscow has restricted its own exports, increasing costs 

elsewhere. Most important, it has stopped sales of fertilizer, needed by the 
world’s farmers. Before the war, Russia was the biggest exporter of fertilizer. 

Its hostilities in Ukraine have also had a major impact. From March to November, 
Ukraine exported an average of 3.5 million metric tons of grains and oilseeds per 
month, a steep drop from the five million to seven million metric tons per month it 
exported before the war began in February, according to data from the country’s 
Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food. 

That number would be even lower if not for an agreement forged in July by the 
United Nations, Turkey, Russia and Ukraine, called the Black Sea Grain Initiative, 
in which Russia agreed to allow exports from three Ukrainian seaports. Russia 
continues to block seven of the 13 ports used by Ukraine. (Ukraine has 18 
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ports, but five are in Crimea, which Russia seized in 2014.) Besides the three on 
the Black Sea, three on the Danube are operational. 

The initial deal was only for four months but was extended in November for 
another four months. When Russia threatened to leave it in October, global food 
prices surged five to six percent, said Isobel Coleman, a deputy administrator at 
USAID. The effects of this war are hugely, hugely disruptive, she said. 
Putin is pushing millions of people into poverty. 

While increases in the price of food this past year have been particularly sharp in 
the Middle East, North Africa and South America, no region has been immune. 
You’re looking at price increases of everything from 60 percent in the U.S. 
to 1900 percent in Sudan,” said Sara Menker, the chief executive of Gro 
Intelligence, a platform for climate and agriculture data that tracks food prices. 
Before the war, food prices had already climbed to their highest levels in over a 
decade because of pandemic disruptions in the supply chain and pervasive 
drought. 

The United States, Brazil and Argentina, key grain producers for the 
world, have experienced three consecutive years of drought. The level of the 
Mississippi River fell so much that the barges that carry American grain to ports 
were temporarily grounded. The weakening of many foreign currencies against the 
U.S. dollar has also forced some countries to buy less food on the international 
market than in years past. […] 

U.S. officials say the Russian military has deliberately targeted grain 

storage facilities in Ukraine, a potential war crime, and has destroyed wheat 
processing plants.  

Many farmers in Ukraine have gone to war or fled their land, and the 
infrastructure that processed and carried wheat and sunflower oil to foreign 
markets has broken down. […] Kees Huizinga, the Dutch co-owner, said Russia’s 

attacks on the energy grid have led to the shutdown of a plant that 
provides his farm and others with nitrogen fertilizer. Other fertilizer plants in 
Europe were forced to shut down or slow production last year as natural gas 
prices soared, a result of the war. Natural gas is critical for fertilizer production. […] 

Transportation costs have risen sharply for farmers in Ukraine. Before the 
war, farmers shipped out 95 percent of the country’s wheat and grain exports 
through the Black Sea. Mr. Huizinga’s farm paid $23 to $24 per ton to transport its 
products to ports and onto ships. Now, the cost has more than doubled, he said. 
And an alternative route — by truck to Romania — costs $85 per ton. 

Mr. Huizinga said Russia’s compromise on Black Sea shipments has helped, but 
he suspects Moscow is hobbling operations by slowing inspections. […] U.N. 
data shows that the rate of inspections has dropped in recent weeks. The parties 
agreed to deploy three teams each day, Ms. Palla said, adding that the United 
Nations has requested more. […] 

Over the last six months, food prices have retreated from highs reached this spring, 
according to an index compiled by the United Nations. But they remain much 
higher than in previous years. An uncertainty for farmers this winter is the 
soaring price of fertilizer, one of their biggest costs. Farmers have passed on 
the higher cost by increasing the price of food products. And many farmers are 
using less fertilizer in their fields. That will result in lower crop yields in the coming 
seasons, pushing food prices higher. […] 

Ombudsman will meet Moskalkova to discuss the release of captured civilians, 

Ukrainska Pravda reports. “Ukrainian Ombudsman Dmytro Lubinets said that he is 
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planning a meeting with the Russian Commissioner Lyudmila Moskalkova regarding 
the release of prisoners, including civilians. We are not the problem, it is the Russian 
Federation because [it] now wants a separate discussion regarding civilians. 

According to him, 1,596 citizens were freed from Russian captivity. Lubinets added 
that negotiations with the Russian Federation regarding the return of captured 
Ukrainians to Ukraine also took place on 2 January.” 

OHCHR recorded 17,831 civilian casualties in Ukraine as of 26 December 2022. 
6,884 were killed (including 429 children) and 10,947 were injured (including 800 

children).  

Millions of refugees from Ukraine have crossed borders into neighbouring 
countries, and many more have been forced to move inside the country. The 
escalation of conflict in Ukraine has caused civilian casualties and destruction of 
civilian infrastructure, forcing people to flee their homes seeking safety, protection 
and assistance the UNHCR reports. As of 27 December, 2022:  

Individual refugees from Ukraine recorded across Europe:  7,896,825 

Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Republic of 

Moldova, Romania, Slovakia 

2,417,936 

Other European countries 2,608,707 

Russian Federation, Belarus 2,870,182 

Refugees from Ukraine registered for Temporary Protection or 

similar national protection schemes in Europe:  

4,885,650 

Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Republic of 

Moldova, Romania, Slovakia 

2,408,922 

Other European countries   2,476,728 

Border crossings from Ukraine (since 24 February 2022):  16,867,334 

Border crossings to Ukraine (since 28 February 2022):  8,952,486 

Environmental  

Russians cause over US$35 billion worth of damage to Ukraine’s ecology, 

Ukrainska Pravda reports. “Ukrainian Minister of Defence Oleksii Reznikov reported 
that the Russian occupiers caused damage to the Ukrainian ecology in the amount of 
US$35.3 billion. Article 55 of the Protocol I [of the European Convention on Human 
Rights – ed.] prohibits waging war against the natural environment by way of 
repressions, but Russia doesn’t care." 

• As a result of the Russian full-scale invasion into Ukraine, significant damage 
was caused to the soil, in particular, to agricultural land. 

• According to President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, as of 13 December 2022, 
174,000 square kilometres of Ukrainian territory are contaminated with mines 
and unexploded ammunition. The water area of the Black Sea and the Sea of 
Azov is also contaminated with mines and has lost hundreds of thousands of 
living creatures who died as a result of the hostilities and the activity of the 
Russian Navy. 

• Dozens of rivers are polluted. Hundreds of coal mines are flooded. Dozens of 
the most hazardous enterprises, including chemical ones, have been destroyed 
by Russian strikes. 

• Three million hectares of forest in Ukraine were affected by the hostilities.” 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2022/12/ukraine-civilian-casualty-update-26-december-2022
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/01/2/7383340/
https://twitter.com/oleksiireznikov/status/1609877698641530881
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/12/13/7380626/


 
 

Poland ready to accept for storage cultural valuables from Ukraine, Ukrinform 
reports, citing Deputy Minister for Culture and National Heritage Jaroslaw Sellin 
on Radio Poland. “Poland’s authorities are offering to accept movable cultural 
valuables from Ukraine amid the ongoing war. We have prepared warehouses in 
libraries and museum archives that are ready to receive mobile collections if the 
Ukrainians decide to evacuate them, Sellin said. 

He noted that currently Ukrainians are reluctant to do so, trying to a large extent to 
transport cultural valuables to safer locations within Ukraine. However, it is known 
that there are not so many of these safer locations in Ukraine, since the Russian 
strikes target the entire territory of Ukraine, the deputy minister emphasized. 

He noted that the paintings of artist Jacek Malczewski were taken from the Lviv 
Art Gallery for storage to the National Museum in Poznan, where they are now 
exhibited. According to Sellin, since the onset of Russia's full-scale 
aggression, Poland has been actively helping Ukraine to preserve objects of 
cultural heritage, in particular by sending supplies to protect monuments, 
facades, churches, museums, etc. from explosions and fires. 

We also help Ukrainians to make an inventory of destroyed cultural objects. There 
are many sacred sites that were destroyed. We will help Ukrainians to rebuild 
these facilities when the war ends, Sellin emphasized. Minister of Culture and 
Information Policy of Ukraine Oleksandr Tkachenko recently stated that more than 
1,200 objects of cultural infrastructure had been damaged or destroyed in 
Ukraine as a result of Russian aggression.” 

Legal  

Russians hold 474 residents of Kherson Oblast captive, Ukrainska Pravda 
reports, citing  Suspilne with refequoting the press secretary of Kherson Oblast 
Prosecutor's Office, Anastasiia Vesilovska. "As of this moment, the investigators 
know of 683 liberated Ukrainian citizens; 474 persons remain in illegal captivity. 
According to Vesilovska, the law enforcement officers are taking measures to 
establish the location of these people. Pre-trial investigations into the facts of the 
kidnapping of Kherson Oblast citizens are also ongoing. 

Vesilovska noted that since the beginning of Russia’s full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine, the occupiers kidnapped 1,100 people in Kherson Oblast. Among them are 
heads of cities, heads of villages, heads of village councils and their deputies, 
village elders, 21 deputies of oblast and local councils, 76 law enforcement officers, 
4 clergymen and others.” 

452 children were 
killed, 876 children 
injured, 13,876 deported 
by foe forces, and 358 
reported missing - the 
Office of the Prosecutor 
General of Ukraine 

reports as of January 3. 
3,126 educational 
establishments are 
damaged as a result of 
shelling and bombings, 
337 of them are destroyed 
fully. 62,210 crimes of 

https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-society/3645252-poland-ready-to-accept-for-storage-cultural-valuables-from-ukraine.html
https://jedynka.polskieradio.pl/artykul/3096248,Rzad-chce-dokonczyc-sprawe-KPO-Sellin-warto-zamknac-ten-front-i-odciazyc-polski-budzet
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/01/2/7383345/
https://suspilne.media/350830-u-rosijskomu-poloni-perebuvaut-majze-500-ziteliv-hersonsini-prokuratura/
https://www.facebook.com/pgo.gov.ua/posts/pfbid0EtB4UMRKEPnzSujLmLDj21mHscGuAkWU8boowtpUkb2cGvkQZaztu9o18UFH1ZCyl


 
 

aggression and war crimes, and 17,335 crimes against national security were 
registered.  

Support  

EU Ambassador does not see threat of reduction in support for Ukraine, 
Ukrainska Pravda reports, citing Matti Maasikas, the EU Ambassador to Ukraine, in 
an interview with Ukrinform. “Maasikas has pointed out that the European Union 
had to become a real geopolitical figure and take a firm stance in order to correspond 
with its own declared values after Russia’s open invasion of Ukraine. The 
Ambassador has highlighted once again how the Union helped Ukraine: with 
sanctions against the aggressor, financial and other aid, as well as giving shelter to 
Ukrainians who fled their country because of the war and the EU decision to get rid of 
the addiction to Russian energy resources.  

I do not see any signs of our member countries weakening in their support for 
those who are saving themselves from Russia’s full-scale invasion, Maasikas 
stated.” 

Ukrainian recruits to undergo training in Britain, Ukrinform reports. “The 
training being delivered in the UK is to provide battlefield skills enabling volunteer 
soldiers to defend their homeland against Russian aggression. The training is for new 
volunteer recruits who have joined the Armed Forces of Ukraine with little or 

no previous military experience to teach them the skills required to survive and be 
effective in frontline combat,” the General Staff wrote on Facebook.   

It is noted that the training course, which is based on that given to UK Army 
Reserve infantry, will be delivered over a minimum of a five-week period. 

According to the General Staff, the UK has committed £2.3 billion in military aid to 
Ukraine, including: anti-tank missiles (including NLAW, Javelin, Brimstone and 
other anti-tank weapons), multiple launch rocket systems, armoured vehicles, 
logistics vehicles, stormer vehicles fitted with Starstreak launchers and hundreds 
of missiles, maritime Brimstone missiles, artillery ammunition, small arms 
ammunition, anti-structure munitions and 4.5 tonnes of plastic explosive, helmets, 
body armour, medical supplies, night-vision devices, winter clothing.» 

Germany begins to produce RCH 155 howitzers for Ukraine, Ukrinform reports, 
citing the advisor to Kraus-Maffei Wegmann (KMW) Nicholas Drummond. “Germany 
has started to produce the RCH 155 Boxer Remotely Controlled Howitzer for Ukraine.  

A reminder that, on December 7, 2022, Germany’s Federal Government announced 
the preparation of 18 RCH 155 howitzers for Ukraine. Earlier, the German mass 
media reported on Kyiv’s intentions to purchase 18 RCH 155 howitzers. According 
to them, the contract value was estimated at EUR 216 million.” 

EU employing all available mechanisms to help Ukraine get through winter – 
Maasikas, Ukrinform reports, citing chief of the EU Delegation in Ukraine, Matti 
Maasikas. “The European Union is using all mechanisms and partnerships available 
to help Ukraine survive the winter cold. Russia is trying to turn the cold winter into a 
weapon of war against the Ukrainian people. For this, Russia continues weaponising 
energy and deliberately targeting civilian infrastructure, Maasikas said. 

Russia’s cruel attacks aim at inflicting even more human suffering on the 
Ukrainian people, but also depriving hospitals, emergency services and other 
critical services of electricity, heating, and water. These attacks amount to war 
crimes for which there can be no impunity. We will need to collectively work to 
bring all those responsible to account,” said the ambassador. […] 

https://www.facebook.com/pgo.gov.ua/posts/pfbid0pgAgEQ1SqhtPVMsoFHo327GXFQ4FGjqeoAFEqUK3ia6AusM9Escp69jMzQsrj4Sml
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/01/2/7383294/
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-polytics/3642513-matti-maasikas-posol-es-v-ukraini.html?fbclid=IwAR1wmmnHw5_k8fLjhoN1Ivhc-01QqscqvnFrt6iISj0kP3WDsc-Ha8GQXFI
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3645334-ukrainian-recruits-to-undergo-training-in-britain.html
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/497625602550523
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3644955-germany-begins-to-produce-rch-155-howitzers-for-ukraine.html
https://twitter.com/nicholadrummond/status/1609161490707128322
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-economy/3645183-eu-employing-all-available-mechanisms-to-help-ukraine-get-through-winter-maasikas.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/3644867-eu-ambassador-to-ukraine-matti-maasikas.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/3644867-eu-ambassador-to-ukraine-matti-maasikas.html


 
 

We support Ukraine in repairing damage inflicted by Russia on the energy 
infrastructure. Numerous energy equipment, from generators to transformers and 
cables, have been delivered via the EU Civil Protection Mechanism. Overall, 
European countries have mobilised more than 800 high-capacity power 
generators to Ukraine’s national authorities via this mechanism, the envoy noted. 

Separately, he added, many of the ongoing EU-funded projects have been 

mobilized or repurposed in order to purchase generators and other 
emergency equipment. The EU is also helping to repair the critical municipal 
infrastructure, such as heating, water and wastewater supply. 

Soon after the start of the full-scale invasion, the EU-led ULEAD with Europe 
programme, the Union’s flagship decentralisation support activity, handed over 
2,500 generators to Ukraine municipalities. […]” 

New developments    

A. Stoltenberg: Moscow has no desire to end the war at present, prepared 

to continue, Ukrinform reports. “Western countries must be prepared to 

provide long-term support to Ukraine as Russia shows no signs of relenting. 

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg told the BBC that military support 

would ensure the survival of Ukraine as a sovereign country and force Russia 

to sit down and negotiate an end to the war. Russia's partial mobilisation 

programme, ordered in September, showed Moscow had no desire to end the 

war at present, he said.” 

B. If Putin saves face, it will be the last nail in the coffin of postwar order – 

Polish Ambassador to UN, Ukrainska Pravda reports, citing Krzysztof 

Szczerski, Poland’s Ambassador to the United Nations, in an interview with 

the Polish outlet PAP. “For the essence of peace, the most important question 

is how the issues with Russia will be sorted out. Is it possible that Russian 

imperialism will be recognised as an ideology that threatens the world 

order on the same basis as German Nazism was in the past? Because if 

that happened, it would pave the way to repeating the decisions made after 

World War II: depriving Russia of the instruments that allow it to play the role 

of a global superpower (including the UN); handing over war criminals in 

uniform and suits, including Putin, to the international court; paying war 

reparations, and other similar measures. If, as Szczerski says, the option of 

"restoring order" and allowing Putin to save face prevails, it could be "the last 

nail in the coffin of the postwar order as symbolised by the principles of the UN 

Charter".  

C. Ukraine-EU Summit to Be Held in Kyiv, European Pravda reports. “The 

next Ukraine-EU summit will take place in Kyiv on February 3, 2023, not in 

Brussels, as was supposed. As the statement of the President's Office reads, 

the decision was based on the phone conversation between Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy and the President of the European Commission, Ursula von der 

Leyen. According to the Association Agreement, the Ukraine-EU summit is an 

annual event. The previous one, the 23rd summit, took place in October 2021 

in Kyiv.” 

D. Russia plans prolonged attack with Shahed drones – Zelenskyy, 

Ukrainska Pravda reports. "Only two days have passed since the beginning of 

the year, and the number of downed Iranian drones over Ukraine is now over 

80. This number may increase in the near future. Because the nights can be 

https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3645021-stoltenberg-moscow-has-no-desire-to-end-war-at-present-prepared-to-continue.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-64140403
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/01/2/7383304/
https://www.pap.pl/aktualnosci/news,1516495,ambasador-szczerski-pod-wzgledem-swoich-skutkow-konflikt-na-ukrainie-jest
https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/eng/news/2023/01/2/7153472/
https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/volodimir-zelenskij-proviv-telefonnu-rozmovu-z-prezidentom-y-80205
https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/eng/news/2023/01/2/7153459/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/01/2/7383352/


 
 

quite restless these weeks. We have information that Russia is planning a 

prolonged attack with Shahed drones. Their bet may be on our exhaustion. The 

exhaustion of our people, our air defence, our electricity, [President Zelensky 

said]." 

Assessment  

1. On the War 

The Institute for the Study of War has made the following assessment as of Monday 

2 January: 

(quote) “Ukrainian Counteroffensives Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv 

Oblast-Western Luhansk Oblast) 

Russian forces continued conducting 

unsuccessful attempts to improve their 

tactical positions northwest of Svatove on 

January 1 and 2, after reportedly 

conducting a tactical pause around the 

New Year’s holiday. A Russian 

milblogger claimed that both Ukrainian 

and Russian forces conducted a tactical 

pause on New Year's but have likely 

resumed fighting around January 2. A 

Russian milblogger reported that Russian 

forces attacked Stelmakhivka (about 

16km northwest of Svatove) on January 

2 but did not describe the outcome. The 

Ukrainian General Staff also reported on 

January 2 that Ukrainian forces repelled 

a Russian assault on 

Stelmakhivka. Another Russian source 

claimed that heavy artillery duels 

continued along the Kupyansk-Svatove 

line and stated that Ukrainian forces are 

reconnoitering Russian positions in the 

vicinity of Kyslivka, Pervomaiske, and Vilshana. 

Ukrainian forces continued to repel Russian counterattacks around 

Kreminna on January 1 and 2. Spokesperson for the Ukrainian Eastern Group 

of Forces Serhiy Cherevaty reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks 

on Bilohorivka (approximately 13km southeast of Kreminna), and the Luhansk 

Oblast Administration reported that Ukrainian forces eliminated a Russian 

armored group near Ploshchanka (approximately 13km northwest of Kreminna). A 

Russian milblogger also claimed that Russian forces attempted an attack on 

Ploshchanka but did not specify an outcome. Another Russian source claimed that 

Ukrainian forces are preparing a large-scale attack near Kreminna and noted that 

Russian forces are expecting a Ukrainian counteroffensive operation once the 

ground freezes in the area. The source also added that Ukrainian forces are 

erecting pontoon crossings southwest of Kreminna and are reconnoitering Russian 

https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-january-2-2023


 
 

positions near Dibrova (approximately 6km west of Kreminna), Kreminna, and 

Bilohorivka. ISW makes no effort to assess the validity of these claims. 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces launched a series of 

HIMARS attacks on Russian rear positions in occupied Luhansk Oblast. 

The Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) claimed that Ukrainian forces struck 

Pervomaisk, Chmyrivka (on the eastern outskirts of Starobilsk), Svatove, and 

Rubizhne in occupied Luhansk Oblast with HIMARS. 

The Ukrainian Center for Defense Strategies, a Ukrainian national security think 

tank, reported that Russian forces are largely operating Western and Central 

Military District (WMD and CMD) elements on Kharkiv-Siversk frontline. The 

center noted that 23 to 28 Russian battalion tactical groups (BTGs) of the Western 

and Central Military districts currently cover about 154km of frontline in this sector 

with a spread of about 5.5km per BTG. The Center identified that WMD elements of 

1st Tank Army and its 4th and 47th Tank Divisions; 6th Combined Arms Army 

(CAA), 3rd Motorized Rifle Division of the 20th CAA, and the 11th Army Corps (AC) 

of the Baltic Fleet, CMD elements of the 90th Tank Division, 201st Military Base (the 

Russian base in Tajikistan), 2nd CAA, and 41st CAA, Northern Military District 

elements of the 14th AC, Russian airborne elements of the 76th Air Assault 

Division, 106th Airborne Division, and separate special operations forces of the 

Airborne Forces are operating in this direction. The report additionally stated that 

elements of the Donetsk and Luhansk 1st and 2nd Army Corps and Wagner Group 

elements are also fighting on this frontline. These BTGs are likely not at their 

normal end strength and are degraded from combat. ISW also notes that the UK 

MoD reported on November 29 that the Russians are no longer deploying in BTG 

formations. […] 

Russia’s air and missile campaign against Ukraine is likely not 

generating the Kremlin’s desired information effects among Russia’s 

nationalists. Russian forces conducted a cruise missile strike against an object in 

Khmelnytskyi Oblast — reportedly a base of the Ukrainian 8th Separate Special 

Forces Regiment — on December 31. A Russian milblogger stated that the strike, 

while well-executed and a good information operation, is too little too late. The 

blogger argued that Russia needed to systematically conduct such strikes earlier 

on in the war, that the strike should have had follow-up strikes to ensure 

maximum damage, and that the timing of this strike was inopportune since 

Ukrainian elements were unlikely to be at the base on New Year’s Eve. The blogger 

noted that this was not the first time that Russian forces failed to deliver effective 

strikes due to an absence of secondary strikes and that Russia should generally 

be more thorough in its destruction. 

A devastating Ukrainian HIMARS strike on a Russian base in Makiivka, 

Donetsk Oblast, on December 31 generated significant criticism of Russian 

military leadership in the Russian information space. The Ukrainian General 

Staff reported that a Ukrainian precision strike on a Russian manpower and 

military equipment concentration point in Makiivka destroyed up to 10 pieces of 

equipment but did not release an official casualty number as of January 2. The 

Department of Strategic Communications of the Ukrainian Armed Forces stated on 

January 1 that the strike killed 400 mobilized personnel and injured 



 
 

300. Geolocated footage published on January 1 also placed the aftermath of the 

strike at the Vocational School No. 19, fewer than 13km east of the frontline. The 

Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) acknowledged the strike, claiming that four of 

the six rockets killed 63 Russian servicemen. Samara Oblast Governor Dmitry 

Azarov confirmed that among the deceased servicemen are residents of the oblast, 

and some Russian sources claimed that 600 servicemen of a mobilization regiment 

were in the school building at the time of the strike. Some milbloggers claimed that 

the death count was about 110, with over 100 wounded personnel. 

The Russian MoD is likely attempting to deflect the blame for its poor 

operational security (OPSEC) onto Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) officials 

and mobilized forces. DNR law enforcement officials told Russian state wires 

that the strike occurred when Russian servicemen violated operational security by 

using personal cell phones, allowing Ukrainian forces to conduct a precision strike 

at the base. Kremlin-leaning outlets and some milbloggers amplified the claim, 

stating that Russian forces should not underestimate the Ukrainian ability to 

exploit poor OPSEC practices on the frontlines and called on the Kremlin to 

introduce stricter guidelines on cell phone use among servicemen. Luhansk 

People’s Republic (LNR) Deputy Interior Minister Vitaly Kiselyov amplified 

milblogger reports that military commanders are demanding the resignation of DNR 

Head Denis Pushilin. Some DNR public officials have also called for the 

punishment of the official who had decided to use the school. The Russian MoD 

may have deliberately relied on the DNR officials to blame OPSEC violations on 

mobilized servicemen for the attack in an effort to make the DNR the responsible 

party. 

The Russian MoD’s vague acknowledgement of the strike generated 

criticism towards the Russian military command, however. Wagner-

affiliated milbloggers stated that Russian military command had made it easy for 

the Ukrainian forces to strike several hundred servicemen in one location, calling 

the DNR explanation of cell phone usage a “lie.” A former Russian officer had also 

stated that Russian forces stored ammunition in the school’s basement, enabling 

the devastating strike. Other milbloggers stated that the Russian command 

witnessed similar strikes throughout the past 11 months but were “criminally 

negligent” and failed to disperse the Russian forces quartered in Makiivka into 

smaller groups further in the rear. Several milbloggers referred to a Putin statement 

about the necessity for the Ministry of Defense (MoD) to take accountability and 

listen to criticism on December 21 while calling on the Kremlin to punish the 

commander responsible for the OPSEC failures. Wagner financier and avid critic of 

the Russian military command, Yevgeniy Prigozhin, offered an uncharacteristic and 

vague comment about the situation — stating that he could not reveal how Wagner 

prevents similar OPSEC problems. ISW previously reported on two other instances 

of mass milblogger criticism: the failed Russian river crossing in Bilohorivka in May 

2022 and the botched Russian offensive operation on Pavlivka in October 2022. 

Such profound military failures will continue to complicate Putin’s efforts 

to appease the Russian pro-war community and retain the dominant 

narrative in the domestic information space. Russian sources claimed that 

Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered the military and the Investigative 

Committee to investigate the incident in Makiivka by January 6. Putin’s inability to 



 
 

address the criticism and fix the flaws in Russia’s military campaign may 

undermine his credibility as a hands-on war leader. 

Russian sources responded lukewarmly to Russian President Vladmir 

Putin’s staged New Year’s address, while Russian milbloggers lauded 

Wagner Group financier Yevgeniy Prigozhin’s appearances on the 

frontlines over the New Year’s holidays. Several Russian milbloggers amplified 

social media criticisms that Putin used background actors rather than standing 

with real soldiers during his address. These criticisms and a chain of Putin’s 

canceled public appearances and meetings with ordinary citizens may show Putin 

as out of touch. One pro-Kremlin milblogger acknowledged the debate via an 

editorial in a popular Russian newspaper in which he vehemently denied that 

Putin used actors at his speech. Former militant commander and prominent 

Russian milblogger Igor Girkin drew a direct comparison between Putin and 

Prigozhin. Girkin posted that he would not comment on Putin’s speech but that 

Prigozhin decided to fight bureaucracy and corruption and gave a sensational New 

Year’s speech. Meanwhile, several Russian sources praised Prigozhin for a series 

of appearances with real Russian soldiers on the frontlines in Ukraine on New 

Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day. […] 

Key Takeaways 

• Ukrainian air defenses reportedly intercepted all drones from two 

consecutive nights of Russian drone strike attacks against Ukraine on 

December 31 – January 2. 

• Russia’s air and missile campaign against Ukraine is likely not generating 

the Kremlin’s desired information effects among Russia’s nationalists. 

• A devastating Ukrainian HIMARS strike on a Russian base in 

Makiivka, Donetsk Oblast, on December 31 generated significant criticism of 

Russian military leadership in the Russian information space. 

• The Russian MoD is likely attempting to deflect the blame for its poor 

operational security (OPSEC) onto Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) officials 

and mobilized personnel. 

• Russian sources responded lukewarmly to Russian President Vladmir 

Putin’s staged New Year’s address, while Russian milbloggers lauded 

Wagner Group financier Yevgeniy Prigozhin’s appearances on the frontlines 

over the New Year’s holidays. 

• Russian forces continued to carry out unsuccessful attempts to improve 

their tactical positions northwest of Svatove after reportedly conducting a 

tactical pause. 

• The Ukrainian Center for Defense Strategies reported that Russian forces are 

continuing to deploy personnel on the Kharkiv-Siversk frontline. 

• Ukrainian officials reported that Russian forces are redeploying along the 

eastern axis while struggling to maintain their pace of artillery strikes. 

• Russian forces attempted limited offensive operations in Zaporizhia 

Oblast and continued efforts to reinforce defensive structures. 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin continues to extend financial promises 

made to Russian soldiers as Ukrainian officials continue to warn of an 

impending wave of Russian mobilization.“ (unquote) 



 
 

Europe’s big question: What a diminished Russia will do next, CNN asked on 
January 1. “Russia’s war in Ukraine has proven almost every assumption wrong, 
with Europe now wondering what left is safe to assume. Its invasion in February 
managed to startle in every way. To those who thought Moscow was sane enough to 
not attempt such a massive and foolhardy undertaking. To those who felt the Russian 
military would waltz across a land of 40 million people and switch to clean-up 
operations within 10 days. And to those who felt they had the technical and 
intelligence prowess to do more than just randomly bombard civilian areas with 
ageing artillery; that the Kremlin’s military had evolved from the 90s levelling of 
Grozny in Chechnya. 

And finally, to those who felt nuclear saber-rattling was an oxymoron in 2022 – 
that you could not casually threaten people with nukes as the destruction they 
brought was complete, for everyone on the planet. 

Still, as 2022 closes, Europe is left dealing with a set of known unknowns, 
unimaginable as recently as in January. To recap: a military once considered the 
world’s third most formidable has invaded its smaller neighbor, which a year ago 
excelled mostly in IT and agriculture. 

Russia spent billions of dollars apparently modernizing its military, but it 
turns out that it was, to a large extent, a sham. It has discovered its supply 
chains don’t function a few dozen miles from its own borders; that its assessment 
of Ukraine as desperate to be freed from its own “Nazism” is the distorted product 
of nodding yes-men, feeding a president – Vladimir Putin – what he wanted to hear 
in the isolation of the pandemic. 

Russia has also met a West that, far from being divided and reticent, was instead 
happy to send some of its munitions to its eastern border. Western officials might 
also be surprised that Russia’s red lines appear to shift constantly, as 
Moscow realizes how limited its non-nuclear options are. None of this was 
supposed to happen. So, what does Europe do and prepare for, now that it has? 

Key is just how unexpectedly unified the West has been. Despite being split over 
Iraq, fractured over Syria, and partially unwilling to spend the 2% of GDP on 
security the United States long demanded of NATO members, Europe and the US 
have been speaking from the same script on Ukraine. At times, Washington may 
have seemed warier, and there have been autocratic outliers like Hungary. But 
the shift is towards unity, not disparity. That’s quite a surprise. 

Declarations that Russia has already lost the war remain premature. There are 
variables which could still lead to a stalemate in its favor, or even a reversal of 
fortune. NATO could lose patience or nerve over weapons shipments, and seek 
economic expediency over long-term security, pushing for a peace unfavorable to 
Kyiv. But that does, at this moment, seem unlikely. 

Russia is digging in on the eastern side of the Dnipro River in southern Ukraine, 
and has the advantage that the Donetsk and Luhansk frontlines in Ukraine’s east 
are nearer its border. Yet its challenges are immense: poorly trained, forcibly 
conscripted personnel make up 77,000 of its frontline troops – and that’s 
according to the glossy assessment voiced by Putin. It is struggling for munitions, 
and seeing regular open, internal criticism of its winter supply chain. 

Ukraine is on home territory, with morale still high, and Western weapons still 
arriving. Since the collapse of Moscow’s patchwork of forces around the 
northeastern city of Kharkiv in September – where their supply lines were cut by a 
smarter Ukrainian force – the dynamic has all been against Moscow. 

https://www.cnn.com/europe/live-news/russia-ukraine-war-news-12-16-22/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/specials/europe/ukraine
https://www.cnn.com/2022/11/13/europe/ukraine-kherson-food-shortages-mines-intl/index.html


 
 

The prospect of a Russian defeat is in the broader picture: that it did not win 
quickly against an inferior adversary. Mouthpieces on state TV talked about the 
need to “take the gloves off” after Kharkiv, as if they would not be exposing a fist 
that had already withered. Revealed almost as a paper-tiger, the Russian 
military will struggle for decades to regain even a semblance of peer 
status with NATO. That is perhaps the wider damage for the Kremlin: the years 
of effort spent rebuilding Moscow’s reputation as a smart, asymmetrical foe with 
conventional forces to back it up have evaporated in about six months of 
mismanagement. 

The question of nuclear force lingers still, chiefly because Putin likes regularly to 
invoke it. But even here Russia’s menace has been diminished. Firstly, NATO has 
been sending unequivocal signals of the conventional devastation its forces would 
mete out were any form of nuclear device used. Secondly, Russia’s fairweather 

allies, India and China, have quickly assessed its losing streak and 
publicly admonished Moscow’s nuclear rhetoric. (Their private messaging has 
likely been fiercer.) 

And finally, Moscow is left with a question nobody ever wants to learn the answer 
to: if its supply chains for diesel fuel for tanks 40 miles from its border do not 
function, then how can they be sure The Button will work, if Putin reaches madly 
to press it? There is no greater danger for a nuclear power than to reveal its 
strategic missiles and retaliatory capability do not function. 

Despite this palpable Russian decline, Europe is not welcoming in an era 
of greater security. Calls for greater defense spending are louder, and heeded, 
even if they come at a time when Russia, for decades the defining issue of 
European security, is revealing itself to be less threatening. 

Europe is realizing it cannot depend on the United States – and its wild 
swings between political poles – solely for its security. 

Meanwhile thousands of innocent Ukrainians have died in Putin’s egotistical and 
misguided bid to revive a Tsarist empire. More broadly, authoritarianism has been 
exposed as a disastrous system with which to wage wars of choice. 

Yet some good has come from this debacle. Europe knows it must get off its 
dependence on Russian gas immediately, and hydrocarbons in general in 
the longer term, as economic dependence on the fossil fuels of dictators cannot 
bring longer-term stability. 

So, how does the West deal with a Russia that has experienced this colossal loss 
of face in Ukraine and is slowly withering economically because of sanctions? Is a 
weak Russia something to fear, or just weak? This is the known unknown the 
West must wrestle with. But it is no longer such a terrifying question. 

For over 70 years, the Russians and West held the world in the grip of mutually 
assured destruction. It was a peace based on fear. But fear of Moscow should 
be ebbing slowly, and with that comes the risk of miscalculation. It also 
raises a less chilling prospect: that Russia – like many autocracies before it – may 
be fading, undermined by its own clumsy dependence on fear domestically. 

Europe’s challenge now is to deal with Russia in a state of chaotic denial, while 
hoping it evolves into a state of managed decline. One abiding comfort may 
be that, after underestimating Moscow’s potential for malice, the risk for Europe 
would be to overstate its potential as a threat.” 

Ukraine's Commander-in-Chief sums up results of 2022: 40% of territories 
liberated since February, Ukrainska Pravda reports. "Some results of this tragic 
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and heroic year of 2022. “The year that forever changed us, our present and future. 
The year that went down in world history under the name of Ukraine and its Armed 
Forces, [Valerii Zaluzhnyi, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, 
summarised].  As the first point, Zaluzhnyi emphasised that the Armed Forces 
liberated 40% of the territories occupied during the full-scale invasion and 28% of all 
territories occupied by Russia since 2014. 

The second is that Ukrainian defenders killed more than 100,000 invaders, tens of 
thousands of units of Russian military equipment and almost 1,900 Russian air 
targets. 

According to Zaluzhnyi, the training of the Ukrainian Armed Forces is 
currently taking place in 17 European countries. In general, thanks to the 
partner states, it was possible to train more than 20,000 soldiers. 

In 2022, more than 600,000 people were evacuated from the areas of 
hostilities and more than 2 million tons of humanitarian goods were brought in. 

Ukraine received weapons, ammunition and material resources from partner 
states. More than 1,000 wounded soldiers were sent abroad for treatment 
and rehabilitation. 

Bomb disposal experts searched thousands of kilometres for the presence of mines 
and shells and destroyed almost 42,000 explosive objects. 

Almost 29,000 servicepeople received state awards, in particular, 160 of them 
received the "Hero of Ukraine" title. 

Every day, the Armed Forces fight not only for Ukraine, but also for Europe, which 
is close to us in spirit, for the preservation of peace, security and freedom in the 
whole world. And we will definitely win, concluded Zaluzhnyi." 

 

2. Consequences and what to do?   

Constant Russian attacks and energy terror did not demoralise Ukrainians: 
the majority is opposed to concessions, Ukrainska Pravda reports, citing a 
survey conducted by the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology (KIIS) on 4-27 
December 2022. “Opinion polls have confirmed the firm unreadiness of Ukrainians to 
agree on territorial concessions despite the pressure and terror carried out by the 
aggressor state, Russia.  

In May, July and September 2022, we asked a question about the readiness for 

territorial concessions to achieve peace as soon as possible. Now, in December 
2022, we have asked this question again to gauge the dynamics of public moods. 
[…] For 85% of respondents, no territorial concessions are acceptable. Only 
8% believe that in order to achieve peace and preserve independence, it is possible 
to give up some territories. 

In September, 87% considered the concessions unacceptable, but the difference 
with the current indicator is within statistical error, that is, in fact, no changes 
have occurred. […] The vast majority of the population is against any territorial 
concessions in all oblasts of Ukraine. Even among the residents of the east of 
Ukraine, where intense battles are taking place now, 80% are against concessions 
(only 9% are ready for them); among the residents of the south, 82% do not support 
the idea of concessions (only 10% do). […] The absolute majority of Ukrainian-

speaking, bilingual and Russian-speaking Ukrainians (respondents who 
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consider themselves Ukrainians as per their nationality) are against any 
kind of concessions. […] 

From October until now, Russia has launched regular terrorist attacks on Ukraine’s 
energy infrastructure, leaving millions of Ukrainians without electricity, heating 
and water. An obvious goal is to torture the population and create a situation of 
internal tension to put pressure on the military and political leadership of the 
country. However, an examination of social view dynamics reveals that all of the 
attacks have had no effect on Ukrainians' willingness to make concessions." 

 

ME: “Even today, when Russian President Vladimir Putin’s regime easily ticks the 
boxes of the definition of fascism, most Germans remain stuck in the uniqueness of 
their own history. Russia’s past suffering at German hands protects it from censure. 
Ukraine’s invisibility in the German historical memory precludes outrage at its fate”, 

Edward Lucas wrote recently.  

His argument is supported by the renowned historian, Timothy Snyder. For an 
objective and balanced description of what happened in Eastern Europe just before, 
during and after World War II, Timothy Snyder's book "Bloodlands: Europe Between 
Hitler and Stalin" is mandatory. The book deals with the countries that were fully 
occupied by Nazi Germany (and later the Soviet Union), namely Poland, Estonia, 
Lithuania, Latvia, Belarus and Ukraine. For a closer look at Ukraine, the 
presentation the renowned historian held at the German parliament in June 2017 
under the title "Germany's Historical Responsibility for Ukraine" is a must. 

Timothy Snyder points out that Russia was never the main target of the Nazi 
regime. It “only” planned to occupy 10% of Russia (and only succeeded in occupying 
less than 5% for a short period). The occupation of Ukraine was always the major 
war aim and the centre of Hitler’s ideologic colonialism. Like Russia today, Nazi 
Germany was targeting Ukraine’s gas, oil, coal, and mineral deposits, as well as its 
enormously rich agricultural areas.  

Nazi Germany was planning to create its “lebensraum” in Poland, Estonia, 
Lithuania, Latvia, Belarus and Ukraine. Nor Russia. Despite this – and a result of 

decades of Russian disinformation - “Germans wallow in guilt about their country’s 
Nazi-era crimes but are barely aware that World War II brought far more death 
and destruction to Ukraine than to the territories that now comprise the 
Russian Federation.” Ukraine lost far more soldiers and citizens during the war in 
both real and relative terms than the Russian Federation. About 20% of the 
Ukrainian population perished.  

Edward Lucas suggests that Scholz's public obsession for a return to Europe’s “pre-
war peace order” indicates that the lessons of 2022 have yet to sink in. Germany 

has not yet moved beyond its past misconceptions. This includes its perception of 
the countries to the east. East Europeans were like Ukrainians, seen as 
“nationalists” (in line with the Russian disinformation narrative). Germany was 
reluctant to admit the new eastern democracies to both the EU and NATO. It is still 
unable to take advice from the countries that still remember Soviet occupation and 
oppression which most associate with the Russian Federation.  

This is, however, not unique to Germany. It is a common flaw in most of Western 
Europe and the USA.  
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Therefore a shift in the centre of gravity in Europe – from west to east – and 
from Germany-France to (the UK)-Poland-Ukraine should be applauded.  

“The once-nebulous concept of Eastern Europe as a backwater of the West — an 
image reinforced by the Balkan wars of the 1990s — has been all but dismantled. 
Eastern Europe is now fully European, its history and heritage newly discovered in 
American universities and think tanks each day, with images of Riga, Warsaw and 
Kyiv populating our screens. We see politicians from Eastern Europe showing 
leadership and courage at a moment of need, clearly articulating their national 
security imperatives and priorities, putting skin in the game, and taking real risks 
to stop Russia and aid Ukraine in its fight for freedom and national sovereignty.” 

They have voiced concern over German and French policy towards Russia and have 
been proven right at every turn. The former leading countries in Europe have failed 
to lead, invest in security, rearm, and close critical vulnerabilities. Most crucially, 
they have -as have the rest of the “old NATO” - failed to understand Russia.  

These failures are, however, slowly dawning on most of Europe. We are experiencing 

a growing degree of maturity in ongoing deliberations, debates and decision-making 
processes. Consequently, NATO’s strategy towards Russia and Ukraine will 
continue to evolve.  That is why it’s worthwhile to reiterate another of Timothy 
Snyder’s words of wisdom: 

“This war only ends when Ukraine wins. Ukraine only wins when it has the 
right weapons. That’s a problem we can solve”.  

We need to change our strategy and start delivering both the high-end weapons 
Ukraine needs to operate effectively in all three dimensions. On land, at sea and in 

the Air. 

If the West want to address the worsening global starvation resulting from Russia’s 
war on Ukraine where more than 345 million people are suffering from or at risk 
of acute food insecurity, NATO urgently needs to start upholding the universal right 
of Freedom of Navigation in the Black Sea. There are no other “quick fix” solutions 
to the challenges caused by the Russian maritime blockade of Ukraine. Today it is 
one year and one day since the last non-Black Sea NATO warship departed the 
area, leaving the civilian vessels unprotected against Russian belligerences. 
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