
 
 

 

Morning report day 358 – February 16 

The report is based on media reports, expert analyses, and official information 
posted online. Mariia Symonova has supported my efforts throughout.  

Situation  

According to information from the General Staff as of 06.00 16.02.2023, 
supplemented by its [18:00 assessment].  

“During the day, Russian forces launched 3 missiles and 18 air strikes and 
conducted 52 MLRS attacks. The Russian occupiers shelled civilian infrastructure 
in Donetsk and Kherson oblasts of Ukraine. The attacks caused casualties among 
the civilian population. 

There is a high 
probability of further 
Russian air and 
missile strikes across 
Ukraine. 

The adversary is 

concentrating its main 
efforts on offensive 
operations on Kupyansk, 
Lyman, Bakhmut, 
Avdiivka, and 
Shakhtarsk axes; and in 
the vicinities of 
Hryanikyvka, Bakhmut, 
Avdiivka, Maryinka, and Vuhledar. 

Over the past day, Ukrainian Defense Forces repelled enemy attacks in the 
vicinities of more than 15 settlements, including Bilohorivka and Serebryansk 
forestry (Luhansk oblast); Fedorivka, Bakhmut, Diliivka, Avdiivka, Vodyane, 
Pervomais’ke, Maryinka, Novomykhailivka, Vuhledar, Prechistivka, and Novosilka 
(Donetsk oblast). 

[Volyn, Polissya, Sivershchyna, and Slobozhanshchyna axes: no signs of the 
formation of adversary offensive groups were found. Certain units of the 
armed forces of the Republic of Belarus and the armed forces forces of the Russian 
Federation continue their missions in the areas bordering Ukraine. Russian troops 
continue their combat training at the training grounds of the Republic of 
Belarus.] 

• Volyn’, Polissya, Sivershchyna and Slobozhanshchyna axes: The 
vicinities of Yanzhulivka settlement (Chernihiv oblast); Rozhkovichi, 
Tovstodubovo, Bilokopytove, Vovkivka, Volfyne, and Basivka (Sumy oblast); 
and Hraniv, Svitlichne, Strilecha, Vovchans’k, Zemlianka, Rublene, Krasne 
Pershe, Novomlyns’k, Dvorichna, and Kreidyanka (Kharkiv oblast) suffered 
enemy attacks.  Naumivka (Sumy oblast); Hranov and Udy (Kharkiv oblast) 
were subject to cross-border attacks from the territory of the Russian 
Federation, that involved Russian combat helicopters.  

• Kupyansk and Lyman axes: Russian forces employed tanks, mortars, and 
artillery systems in the attacks against 20 settlements, including 
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Hryanikyvka and Kucherivka (Kharkiv oblast); Novoyehorivka, Makiivka, 
Stelmakhivka, Nevs’ke and Chervonopivka (Luhansk oblast); Terny, 
Novoselivka, Spirne, Rozdolivka, and Stepove (Donetsk oblast). The 
occupiers conducted air strikes in the vicinities of Zhytlivka, Serebryansk 
Forestry and Bilohorivka. 

• Bakhmut axis: the vicinities of more than 20 settlements were subject to 
mortar and artillery attacks, including Spirne, Vyimka, Rozdolivka, 
Fedorivka, Vasyukivka, Bilogorivka, Paraskoviivka, Bakhmut, Klishchiivka, 
Ivanovs’ke, Chasiv Yar, Stupochki, Predtechine, and Kurdyumivka. 

• Avdiivka and Shakhtarsk axes: 20 settlements came under tank, 
mortar and artillery fire, including Avdiivka, Vesele, Vodyane, Pervomais’ke, 
Nevels’ke, Krasnohorivka, Heorgiivka, Maryinka, Pobieda, Mykils’ke, 
Vuhledar, Novoukrainka, Velyka Novosilka, Neskuchne, Prechistivka, and 
Zolota Nyva (Donetsk oblast). At the same time, Russian forces carried out 
air strikes in the vicinities of Kam’yanka and Novomykhailivka. 

• Zaporizhzhia axis: more than 20 settlements suffered enemy attacks, 
including Vremivka, Novopil’, Temyrivka, Malynivka, Chervone, Hulyaipole, 
Biloghirya, Mala Tokmachka, Novoandriivka, and Kam’yans’ke. Enemy 
airstrikes were reported in the vicinities of Novopol’ and Malynyvka. 

• Kherson axis: the city of Kherson came under enemy artillery fire, as well 
as the vicinities of more than 10 other settlements, including Zolota Balka, 
Havrylivka, Kachkarivka, Zmiivka, Beryslav, Vesele, L’vove, Ivanivka, 
Tokarivka, Tyaginka, and Berehove (Kherson oblast); and Ochakiv 
(Mykolaiv oblast). 

The Russian occupation forces shelled Chaplynka settlement (Kherson Oblast) on 
February 14th aiming to discredit Ukrainian Defense Forces and accuse them 
of deliberate attacks. According to witnesses, the rockets were coming from the 
south, from the temporarily occupied territories of the Autonomous Republic of 
Crimea. 

In Simferopol of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, the local "Blood Center" has 
started mass collection of blood from civilians and delivery of blood from other 
blood transfusion stations of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea. Propaganda is 
also being actively carried out in institutions and institutions of all forms of 
ownership regarding the involvement of as many people as possible in blood 
sampling due to the heavy losses and injuries of the Russian occupiers on all 
fronts of hostilities. Additional blood transfusion stations are opening in the Rostov, 
Belhorod and Voronezh regions. 

[The occupiers established a military hospital on the premises of the surgical 

department of Starobil’s’k city hospital (Luhansk oblast) to treat gravely wounded 
Russian soldiers. The surgical building is completely closed to civilians. As of 
February 11, the arrival of about 20 military trucks with wounded Russians has 
been reported.] 

[In Nova Kakhovka (Kherson oblast), occupants are searching private estates of 
local residents to seize waterborne platforms, which are then used for sabotage 
and provocations.]  

During the past day, Ukrainian Air Force conducted 11 airstrikes on the 
concentrations of Russian troops and military equipment, as well as 5 air strikes 
against Russian anti-aircraft missile systems. 1 Russian Ka-52 attack 
helicopter has been shot down.  

Ukrainian missile and artillery troops attacked 2 enemy command posts, 6 
concentrations of Russian troops and 2 ammunition depots.” 



 
 

 

On the night of February 16, the Russian occupying forces launched a massive 
missile attack on critical infrastructure facilities, the Ukrainian General Staff 
reported. “Russian forces launched 32 air and sea-based cruise missiles over 
Ukraine. 12 Kh-101/Kh-555 cruise missiles were used from two Tu-95ms strategic 
bombers from the Caspian Sea area, 8 Kalibr cruise missiles from a frigate from 
the Black Sea, 12 Kh-22 cruise missiles from six Tu-22m3 long-range bombers from 
the Kursk region and two Kh-59 guided air missiles from two Su-35 tactical 
aircraft from the Melitopol region. 

The forces and means of the Air Force of the Armed Forces of Ukraine destroyed 
14 Kh-101/Kh-555 cruise missiles, "Kalibr" and 2 Kh-59 guided air missiles. 
Unfortunately, some of the Kh-22 cruise missiles reached their targets, hitting 
critical infrastructure facilities. Currently, there are no weapons capable of 
destroying this type of missile.” 

About 6 Russian balloons spotted over Kyiv, most of them shot down, 
Ukrainska Pravda reports, citing the press service of Kyiv City Military 
Administration (KCMA). "Preliminary, about six enemy air targets were detected in 
Kyiv's airspace. According to the information that is being clarified, these were 
balloons that move in space, affected by the wind. All the air targets were hit by air 
defence systems. Most of these probes were shot down. 

Kyiv City Military Administration reports that the balloons could have carried 
angular reflectors and reconnaissance equipment. The purpose of launching the 
balloons, according to the KCMA, was to detect and deplete Ukrainian air defence 
systems.” 

Occupiers claim Crimea attacked by drones, Ukrainska Pravda reports. 
“Assistants of the Russian invaders in temporarily occupied Crimea have claimed 
there has been an attack by Ukrainian drones on Sevastopol;  they allegedly shot 
down 2 UAVs.” 

Russia keeps one missile carrier in Black Sea, Ukrinform reports, citing the 
Ukrainian Navy. "As of February 15, six enemy warships are on combat duty in the 
Black Sea, including a Kalibr cruise missile carrier, with a total salvo of eight 
missiles; in the Sea of Azov there is one enemy ship, as well as 10 in the 
Mediterranean Sea, including five carrying Kalibr cruise missiles, with the total salvo 
of 72 missiles, the statement says.” 

According to British Defence Intelligence, (last 48 hours): 

• The Russian Aerospace Forces (VKS) continue to deploy a similar number of 

aircraft in support of the Ukraine operation as they have for many 

months. Russian sortie rates have increased over the last week, following 
several weeks of quieter activity. Air activity is now roughly in line with the 
average daily rate seen since summer 2022.  

• Overall, Russian air power continues to significantly underperform in 
the war, constrained by a continued high threat from Ukrainian air defences 
and dispersed basing due to the threat of strikes against Russian airfields. 
Russian combat jets operate almost exclusively over Russian-held territory, 
preventing them from carrying out their key strike role effectively. 

• Across Russia, the VKS likely maintains a largely intact fleet of 
approximately 1,500 crewed military aircraft, despite losing over 130 
since the start of the invasion. However, it is unlikely that the VKS is currently 
preparing for a dramatically expanded air campaign as under the current 
battlefield circumstances it would likely suffer unsustainable aircraft losses. 

https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid02vrQD2oNzzdqLBDs5Rf3KkFk1foxwytd9iaTGaDqs7LXAFyDziUzGKHMUyfW4QvBjl
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/02/15/7389495/
https://t.me/VA_Kyiv/943
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/02/16/7389569/
https://t.me/ukrainian_navy/2238
https://mobile.twitter.com/DefenceHQ


 
 

 

• On 09 February 2023, Deputy Security Council Chairman Dmitry Medvedev 
called for an increase in Russian tank production while visiting the Omsk 
Transport Machine Construction plant. This follows several public comments by 
President Putin urging the defence industry to better support the ’special 
military operation’. 

• In a televised meeting on 12 January 2023, Putin castigated Denis 
Manturov, the deputy prime minister with responsibility for the 
defence industry, for ‘fooling around’; one of the president’s strongest public 
outbursts since the invasion. 

• Senior Russian leaders are likely aware that the state’s military industrial 
output is becoming a critical weakness, exacerbated by the strategic and 
operational miscalculation of invading Ukraine. Production is almost certainly 
falling short of the Russian MoD’s demands to resource the Ukraine campaign 
and restore its longer-term defence requirements. 

As of Thursday 16 February, the approximate losses of weapons and military 
equipment of the Russian Armed Forces from the beginning of the invasion to the 
present day:  

• Personnel – about 140460 (+690), 

• Tanks – 3296 (+6), 

• Armoured combat vehicles – 6517 (+10),  

• Artillery systems – 2306 (+3), 

• Multiple rocket launchers –MLRS - 466 (+0), 

• Air defence means – 239 (+3), 

• Aircraft - 298 (+0), 

• Helicopters - 287 (+1), 

• Automotive technology and fuel tanks – 5167 (+6), 

• Vessels/boats - 18 (+0), 

• UAV operational and tactical level – 2012 (+1), 

• Special equipment – 219 (+0), 

• Mobile SRBM system – 4 (+0), 

• Cruise missiles – 857 (+0) 

97% of Russian army estimated to be in Ukraine – UK Defence Secretary, 
Ukrainska Pravda reports, citing BBC Radio 4. “UK Defence Secretary Ben Wallace 
has stated that almost the entire Russian army is estimated to be in Ukraine. While 
commenting on Moscow’s offensive strategy, Wallace said that Russia has not been 
able to amass a single force to punch through Ukraine's defences. Rather, we've just 
seen an effort to advance. That has come at a huge cost to the Russian army. We now 
estimate 97% of the Russian army, the whole Russian army, is in Ukraine," Wallace 
said. […] 

If 97% of the Russian army is now committed to Ukraine, with an attrition rate 
very, very high, and potentially their combat effectiveness depleted by 40%, 
and nearly two thirds of their tanks destroyed or broken, that has a direct 
impact on the security of Europe, he declared. I think what Russia is doing in 
trying to advance, it's doing in a sort of human way, almost First World War levels 
of attrition and with success rates of a matter of metres rather than 
kilometres, Wallace pointed out. 

Wallace goes on to say that the biggest unknown is what happens when you have 
Russian leaders who either have a gap in reality or no regard for human life of 
[Russia's] own". 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/02/15/7389420/
https://www.bbc.com/news/live/world-europe-64634760


 
 

 

Wagner Group's units lost up to 80% of their personnel in Donbas, Ukrainska 
Pravda reports, citing Hanna Maliar, Ukrainian Deputy Minister of Defence. 
"Russian forces’s offensive is ongoing in [Ukraine’s] east. The attacks are taking place 
around the clock. The situation is tense. Yes, it's hard for our [troops]. You can see for 
yourself what kind of war Russia is waging. However, our soldiers are preventing 
Russian forces from accomplishing their goals and inflicting very serious losses.  

In particular, losses amount to up to 80% of personnel in some assault units of 
the Wagner PMC [private military company] and units of the 2nd Army Corps. 
Evacuation of those killed and wounded by the hostiles is limited or not carried out 
at all. […] 

An increasing number of Russian soldiers are realising that their commanders 
are inadequately assessing the situation on the battlefield, as evidenced by 
the intensive use of so-called ‘suicide squads’, i.e., units staffed by insufficiently 
trained conscripted personnel who suffer heavy combat and sanitary losses every 
day, she reported.” 

After losing an eighth of their helicopters, Russian attack regiments are 
switching up their tactics, Forbes reports. “They’re digging in at their front-line 
bases to protect against Ukrainian drone strikes, artillery barrages and sabotage. 
And they purportedly are combining different helicopter models in the same flights—
banking on the ’copters countermeasures to provide overlapping defenses against 
Ukrainian surface-to-air missiles. 

The Russian air force’s 11 attack helicopter brigades and regiments—together 
operating around 100 Kamov Ka-52s, 80 Mil Mi-28s and 150 Mil Mi-24s—have had 
a hard war. Those 330 helicopters in the current inventory are what’s left after the 
Ukrainians shot down at least 30 Ka-52s, 11 Mi-28s and 11 Mi-24s starting last 
February. An eighth of the pre-war force.” 

Russia have lost up to 50% of its new tanks in the war, BBC reports. The 

International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) has issued a new detailed report 
on the balance of military forces in the world. About 50% of the Russian pre-war 
number of the T-72B and T-72B3M and many T-80 tanks have been destroyed. Due 
to the destruction of a significant part of new machines, Russian forces often switch 
to older models. 

Russia suffers largest losses since start of this disgraceful war, Ukrainska 
Pravda reports, citing Andrii Yusov, representative of Defence Intelligence of 
Ukraine (DIU). "We are now seeing an extreme escalation, serious events in the east, 
of course, around Bakhmut, [and] other directions [like] Vuhledar. Actually, nothing 
has changed, there are desperate attempts to occupy Ukraine's Donbas by the end of 
March. Such were Putin's instructions to [Russia's Chief of General Staff Valery] 
Gerasimov, but those dates don't mean 
anything; they won't succeed. Ukrainian 
Donbas is holding on, and Bakhmut is 
holding on. 

Despite the fact that this is no longer 
the world's second army, Russian 
forces has a significant mobilisation 
reserve... Yes, they are often poorly 
armed and poorly trained, but there 
are many of them. But this does not 
stop the Ukrainian defence forces; 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/02/15/7389526/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/02/15/7389526/
https://t.me/annamaliar/537
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2023/02/14/after-losing-an-eighth-of-their-helicopters-russian-attack-regiments-are-switching-up-their-tactics/?sh=2e7dc7a24de9
https://t.me/bbcrussian/41920
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/02/15/7389496/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/02/15/7389496/


 
 

 

there are appropriate plans and mechanisms for responding to all challenges." 

Humanitarian 

Russia hits Pokrovsk with missiles, number of injured grows to 12, Ukrainska 
Pravda reports, citing Pavlo Kyrylenko, Head of Donetsk Oblast Military 
Administration. “Russian forces carried out a missile attack on the city of Pokrovsk in 
Donetsk Oblast on 15 February that damaged an apartment building. There are 
people injured, and a search-and-rescue operation is ongoing.” 

In Lviv region, Russia strikes critical infrastructure facility - Regional 
Administration, Ukrinform reports. “During the air raid alert announced throughout 
Ukraine in the early hours of Thursday, February 16, a critical infrastructure object 
was hit in Lviv region. This was stated by the head of the Lviv Regional Military 
Administration, Maksym Kozytskyi.” 

Ukraine calls on UN, Turkey to prevent Russia from obstructing grain deal, 
Reuters reports. “Ukraine appealed on Wednesday to the United Nations and Turkey 
to press Russia to immediately stop hindering Ukrainian grain shipments that supply 
millions of people and not to use the food as a weapon. […] Ukraine has repeatedly 
accused Russia of delaying inspections of ships carrying Ukrainian agricultural 
goods, leading to reduced shipments and losses for traders. Russia has 
previously denied the accusations, saying it is meeting all its obligations under the 
grain export deal. 

Two top Ukrainian officials said in a joint statement that Ukraine is deeply 
concerned about the destructive actions of Russia, which result in the delay of the 
work of the grain corridor and obstructing the Black Sea Grain Initiative in general. 
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba and Deputy Prime Minister Oleksandr Kubrakov 
said Russia intentionally slowed down the inspections, demanded unregulated 
documentation and looked for groundless reasons to stop the inspection. 

Such a destructive Russian policy has resulted in a systematic decrease of the 
freight turnover within the Grain Initiative, the ministers said, noting that the world 
did not receive 10 million tonnes of Ukrainian food in the last three months. 

The Ukrainian officials said Russia at the same time increased uncontrolled traffic 
volume through its Azov and Black Sea ports. Inspections of these vessels in the 
Bosporus are not held. All that makes it possible for Russia to use its commercial 
vessels for receiving military goods in order to continue the war against Ukraine, 
the ministers said. 

Russia said this week that it would be inappropriate to extend the Black Sea grain 

deal unless sanctions affecting its agricultural exports are lifted and other issues 
are resolved. The agreement was extended by a further 120 days in November and 
is up for renewal again next month, but Russia has signalled that it is unhappy 
with some aspects of the deal and asked for sanctions affecting its agricultural 
exports to be lifted. 

Russia's agricultural exports have not been explicitly targeted by Western 
sanctions, but Moscow says blocks on its payments, logistics and insurance 
industries are a "barrier" to it being able to export its own grains and fertilisers.” 

Legal 

U.S.-backed report says Russia has held at least 6,000 Ukrainian children for 
're-education', Reuters reports. “Russia has held at least 6,000 Ukrainian children - 
likely many more - in sites in Russian-held Crimea and Russia whose primary 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/02/15/7389435/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/02/15/7389435/
https://t.me/pavlokyrylenko_donoda/6743
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3670651-in-lviv-region-russia-strikes-critical-infrastructure-facility-regional-administration.html
https://t.me/kozytskyy_maksym_official/6886
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-calls-un-turkey-prevent-russia-obstructing-grain-deal-2023-02-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-denies-slowing-inspections-ukraine-grain-ships-2022-11-25/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/us-backed-report-says-russia-has-held-least-6000-ukrainian-children-re-education-2023-02-14/


 
 

 

purpose appears to be political re-education, according to a U.S.-backed report 
published on Tuesday. 

The report said Yale University researchers had identified at least 43 camps and 
other facilities where Ukrainian children have been held that were part of a "large-
scale systematic network" operated by Moscow since its February 2022 invasion of 
Ukraine. 

The children included those with parents or clear familial guardianship, those 
Russia deemed orphans, others who were in the care of Ukrainian state 
institutions before the invasion and those whose custody was unclear or uncertain 
due to the war, it said. The primary purpose of the camp facilities we've identified 
appears to be political re-education, Nathaniel Raymond, one of the researchers, 
said in a briefing to reporters.” 

Bodies of 27 dead civilians found in de-occupied Snihurivka, Ukrinform reports, 
citing Dmytro Kazak, head of the Mykolaiv Regional Prosecutor's Office. "The bodies 
of 27 dead civilians were found in de-occupied Snihurivka. All of them have signs of 
violent death, in particular, bullet wounds, explosive injuries, etc. Criminal 
proceedings have been initiated, individuals involved in these crimes are being 
established, Kazak said. 

At the same time, he emphasized that no mass burial sites were found in the city, 
as it was in Bucha, Kyiv region. All the bodies were buried in individual graves. As 
reported, the city of Snihurivka in Mykolaiv region was under Russian occupation 
for more than eight months.” 

Russia illegally keeping 181 Ukrainian political prisoners in Crimea, Ukrinform 

reports, citing the president’s representative office in Crimea. "Repressions and 
criminal prosecutions of our citizens in occupied Crimea are becoming more and more 
brutal... According to information available to the representative office, the Russian 
Federation is illegally keeping 181 political prisoners, 116 of them are Crimean 
Tatars. Of the total number of illegally detained individuals, 40 are being held in pre-
trial detention centers awaiting a ‘sentence’, 123 have already received a ‘sentence’ 
and imprisoned, 18 are without status, the report says. 

The representative office noted that 33 illegally imprisoned citizens of Ukraine are 
from Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions, from where they were illegally taken to 
occupied Crimea. However, the exact number of displaced prisoners is unknown, 
because the occupation administrations mostly do not confirm that Ukrainian 
citizens are being held in the pre-trial detention center of the occupied peninsula.” 

Support   

More Assistance to Ukraine and Increased Deterrence: Stoltenberg on 
Agreements of NATO Defence Ministers, European Pravda reports. “NATO 
defence minister agreed on Wednesday to increase support for Ukraine, strengthen 
their own deterrents and develop measures to protect vital infrastructure. […] I 
welcome new commitments to back (Ukraine) from the NATO members, including new 
supplies with heavy equipment and military training. Ukraine has a window of 
opportunity to change the balance of power. Time is of the essence, he said, without 
mentioning what kind of assistance he meant. 

At the same time, Stoltenberg has specified that some NATO members agree to 
new contributions to the Comprehensive NATO aid package, which funds 
food, medicine, fuel, anti-drone systems and pontoon bridges to Ukraine. 

https://hub.conflictobservatory.org/portal/apps/sites/#/home/pages/children-camps-1
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3670481-almost-30-dead-civilians-found-in-deoccupied-snihurivka.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-society/3670452-russia-illegally-keeping-181-ukrainian-political-prisoners-in-crimea.html
https://www.facebook.com/ppu.gov.ua/posts/pfbid02aRFbQDMeVNg7fSK4j4ioft5Azm7JZEMQYkv8ATYE3qL9rLDRhL1DEyyffL8b5ECdl
https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/eng/news/2023/02/15/7156219/


 
 

 

In addition, NATO Secretary General pointed out, it was agreed to increase the 
"specialised support" of Alliance partners - Georgia, Moldova, and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina - to build their defence capabilities and interoperability with NATO. 

As for strengthening NATO's deterrence, it is new political leadership for defence 
planning that will reflect the challenges posed by Russia's full-scale war against 
Ukraine, terrorism, and China's actions. 

NATO have also agreed to increase the manufacturing of weapons that are 
exhausting at war in Ukraine, by revising their target indicators and adopting a 
multinational project on creating NATO ammunition depots and developing ground 
air defence. Separately, Stoltenberg mentioned the safety of vital infrastructure, 
recalling the sabotage of the "Nord Streams" in the Baltic Sea. For this purpose, a 
soon-to-be-created vital infrastructure coordination point will interact with the 
private sector to strengthen the protection of such facilities. […]  

As reported, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg noted that the Alliance's 
priority now is not Ukraine's membership but helping it to win the full-scale war 
against Russia.” 

NATO countries boost munitions output, pledge 48 Leopard 2 tanks for Kyiv, 
Reuters reports. “NATO countries are ramping up production of artillery munitions as 
Ukraine is burning through shells much faster than the West can make them, the 
alliance said on Wednesday amid pledges to deliver at least 48 Leopard 2 tanks to 
Kyiv. 

Things are happening, but ... we need to step up even more, because there is a big 
need out there to provide Ukraine with ammunition," NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg 
told reporters after a two-day meeting of alliance defence ministers in Brussels. 

He noted countries like the United States, France, Germany and Norway had 
signed contracts for munitions that would enable NATO members to replenish their 
own stocks but also keep supplying Kyiv, which has ceded ground to an escalating 
Russian offensive.” 

Lloyd Austin listed weapons Ukraine to be supplied with in anticipation of its 
spring offensive, Ukrainska Pravda reports, citing Interfax-Ukraine. “Lloyd Austin, 
the Minister of Defence of the USA, stated that the members of the Contact Group for 
the Defence of Ukraine are united and filled with determination to continue supporting 
Ukraine, and believe in Ukraine’s success during the spring offensive. We see that the 
Russian Federation is deploying new troops on the battlefield. What Ukraine wants to 
do right now is to set conditions at the front in its favour. We expect Russia’s new 

offensive in the spring. 

This is why together with our partners from the Contact Group we are working 
tirelessly so that Ukraine has the advantage in armoured vehicles in order to 
produce a desirable effect at the front. […] We demonstrated with our joint efforts 
that we are eager to support Ukraine and its independence for as long as needed. 
We will continue taking decisive measures, Austin assured the public. […]  

Austin emphasised that Ukraine’s allies will continue to make efforts to supply 
Ukraine with everything it needs: This is why we discussed the 
synchronisation of our efforts. The Head of the Pentagon reported that 
the members of the Contact Group have made a decision to supply Ukraine with: 
the Bradley and Abrams tanks – from the US, the Challenger tanks – from Great 
Britain, modernised tanks – from the US, the Netherlands and the Czech Republic, 
and the T-72 tanks – from Poland. 

https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/eng/news/2023/02/15/7156215/
https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/eng/news/2023/02/15/7156215/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/nato-countries-boost-munitions-output-pledge-48-leopard-2-tanks-kyiv-2023-02-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/zelenskiy-urges-speedy-help-allies-russia-pounds-ukraines-east-2023-02-14/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/02/14/7389368/
https://interfax.com.ua/news/general/891296.html


 
 

 

Military aid also includes important steps from Canada, Germany, Spain, Norway, 
Denmark, the Netherlands, Poland and Portugal concerning the supply of Leopard 
tanks. Today we heard about the supply of powerful air defence systems. 
France and Italy will jointly supply Ukraine with an air defence system. France 
also announced its cooperation with Australia in the production of the 155 calibre 
shells. […] 

He added that the members of the Contact Group are united and filled with 
determination to continue working in order to guarantee Ukraine’s 

security. After the Ramstein meeting in Brussels Lloyd Austin reported that he has 
no news concerning supplying Ukraine with combat jets.” 

440 units of the US military equipment intended for Ukraine spotted in 
German port, Ukrainska Pravda reports, citing Nordsee Zeitung. “A large quantity 
of American military equipment was spotted in the German port of Bremerhaven, 
likely intended for Ukraine. On the Arc Integrity transport vessel, the US Army 
delivered 60 Bradley Fighting Vehicles to Bremerhaven. They are a part of the US 
military aid package. On Monday, 13 February, 440 military vehicles could be seen 
from above at the port used by the US Army. […] 

The Bradley vehicles are being transported to the American military base in 
Mannheim, Germany. It is expected that the Ukrainian soldiers will be trained 
there. During the unloading of the ferry, Stryker armoured vehicles, Avenger 
vehicles and anti-aircraft missile systems were seen.” 

Ukraine will receive fewer Leopard 2 tanks from allies than promised, 
Ukrainska Pravda reports, citing Bloomberg. “Boris Pistorius, Minister of Defence of 
Germany, has noted that it would be difficult for Western allies to raise two full 
battalions of Leopard 2 tanks to send them to Ukraine as promised. Germany and 
Portugal are the only two countries that have pledged to send the Leopard 2A6 to 
Ukraine: 14 tanks have been pledged by the government in Berlin and three by 
Portugal: "We will not reach the size of a battalion," he said. 

As Pistorius states, Poland has put together about 30 pieces of the old version of 
the Leopard 2, which is almost enough for a standard Ukrainian battalion of 31 
tanks. However, many of those are in poor condition and need repairs before they 
may be deployed. He added that these tanks will arrive in Ukraine only at the end 
of April.[…]  

The Netherlands, Denmark, and Germany have agreed to cooperate in order to 
supply about a hundred Leopard 1 tanks from industrial warehouses in Germany 
to Ukraine. After meeting with his German counterpart in Kyiv, Oleksii Reznikov, 
the Ukrainian Defence Minister, announced that Ukraine should receive 80 Leopard 
1 tanks by the end of the year, and the first two dozen should arrive before 
summer.” 

Norway with comprehensive tanks-package to Ukraine, the Norwegian 
Government announces. “Norway will donate 8 tanks and up to 4 special purpose 
tanks to Ukraine. We are also earmarking funds to ammunition and spare parts, says 
Minister of Defence Bjørn Arild Gram. […] What type of special purpose tanks in the 
armored engineering and bridge layer category, will be considered from what Ukraine 
needs the most. 

The tanks-package will also include the donation of ammunition and spare parts. 
In addition, Norway will also offer 250MNOK to the EU Ukraine-fund, European 
Peace Facility. The funds will be earmarked for ammunition and spare parts for the 
Leopard II. This will strengthen the effect of the Norwegian donation, says Gram.” 
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The US awards $522M contracts for ammunition for Ukraine, Ukrinform 
reports. “The US Army awarded $522 million in orders to two companies to 
manufacture 155 mm artillery ammunition for Ukraine. The orders went to Northrop 
Grumman Systems Corp. and Global Military Products Inc. Deliveries of the new 
ammunition are scheduled to begin in March of this year, The Defense Post reports. 
The contract is funded by the Pentagon’s Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative. 

In November a US official said Russian forces were firing about 20,000 artillery 
rounds a day. Ukraine’s rate was between 4,000 and 7,000 rounds per day — 
faster than allied Western manufacturers can produce to keep pace. The rates have 
plunged since then, as the winter set in and both sides face shortages and 
conserve ammunition.” 

Netherlands to supply Leopard 2 tank ammunition, spare parts to Ukraine, 
Ukrinform reports. “The Netherlands will join the international ‘tank coalition’ and 
hand over Leopard 2 tank ammunition and spare parts to Ukraine, as well as 
contribute to training programmes for the Ukrainian military. The relevant statement 
was made by Minister of Defence of the Netherlands Kajsa Ollongren, an Ukrinform 
correspondent reports, referring to Telegraaf. 

It doesn’t make much sense to just deliver the tanks. We have to deliver a complete 
package. In addition to training Ukrainian soldiers, there is a need for ammunition 
and spare parts. Within the tank coalition, the Netherlands is the only country 
without tanks, but we have offered help with training in addition to ammunition 
and spare parts. Together we can deliver what Ukraine needs, Ollongren said.» 

Swedish Prime Minister visits Kyiv, pledges to give Ukraine Archer howitzers, 
Euromaidan Press reports. “Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson has come to Kyiv 
with an official visit on 15 February 2023, the President’s Office of Ukraine reported. 
Ulf Kristersson met with Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Kristersson 
announced that Swedish-made Archer self-propelled howitzers, as well as 51 
infantry fighting vehicles and anti-tank weapons that Sweden has promised, will be 
delivered to Ukraine as soon as possible to strengthen Ukraine’s combat power.” 

German Defence Minister: Planes for Ukraine to be discussed in 3-4 months, 
Ukrainska Pravda reports, citing ARD. “German Defence Minister Boris Pistorius 
has ruled out the supply of German fighter jets to Ukraine now and said that this 
issue may be discussed in a few months. If the sky over Ukraine remains safe for 
the next three to four months, then we will be able to talk about all further steps – 
now it makes sense to use armoured units, Pistorius said. 

According to him, the issue of supplying fighters is not yet at the centre of 

attention. Pistorius said that the current priority task is to ensure the security of 
the airspace over Ukraine, and this requires a functioning air defence system 
with enough ammunition.” 

Swedish Prime Minister comments on possibility of providing Ukraine with 
Gripen fighter jets, Ukrainska Pravda reports. “Swedish Prime Minister Ulf 
Kristersson has not ruled out a future decision to provide Ukraine with combat 
aircraft but noted that such assistance would require an international coalition. […] 

ME: He is either saying that Germany is unable to focus on more than one 
warfare dimension simultaneously, or that Ukraine does not need combat 
aircrafts before proper air defence is in place. Both arguments are utterly 
absurd. Combat aircraft are needed to both help Ukraine close the sky and 
enable to conduct combined arms and joint operations (read: defeat Russian 

land forces and save Ukrainian lives).  

https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-defense/3670216-us-awards-522m-contracts-for-ammunition-for-ukraine.html
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In this context, he mentioned that Sweden has applied for NATO membership 
together with Finland. We have a specific situation, so we need a cautious 
approach. We will do everything we can to support Ukraine, but we will not do 
anything that could endanger our ability to defend ourselves, he added.” 

New developments    

A. UN to mark Russia invasion of Ukraine anniversary by urging 'just 

peace', Reuters reports. “Marking one year since Russia invaded Ukraine, the 

UN General Assembly will vote next week on a draft resolution stressing "the 

need to reach, as soon as possible, a comprehensive, just and lasting peace" in 

line with the founding United Nations Charter. It again demands Moscow 

withdraw its troops and calls for a halt to hostilities. The 193-member General 

Assembly is likely to vote next Thursday after two days of speeches by dozens 

of states to mark the Feb. 24 anniversary of the start of the war.” 

B. NATO Secretary General: Ukraine's NATO membership is not priority, 

victory is, European Pravda reports. “NATO Secretary General Jens 

Stoltenberg notes that the Alliance's priority now is not Ukraine's membership 

but helping it to win the full-scale war against Russia. […] As for Ukraine, 

NATO's position has not changed. We have said more than once that Ukraine 

will join the Alliance. But now, we focus on guaranteeing Ukraine's victory in 

the war. The only way for Ukraine's NATO integration is to ensure it prevails 

as a sovereign state, Stoltenberg noted. He underlines that NATO allies are 

focused on ensuring that Ukraine obtains the weapons, supplies, and 

ammunition it needs to oust the Russian invaders." 

C. German defence minister backs raising NATO spending goal, Reuters 

reports. “Germany's defence minister said he was in favour of raising NATO's 

military spending target, as allies gathered in Brussels on Wednesday for 

talks on whether defence expenditures of 2% of GDP are sufficient with a war 

raging in Ukraine. […] I think moving towards the 2% target alone will not be 

enough, it can only be the basis for further steps, German Defence Minister 

Boris Pistorius said when he arrived for the talks at NATO's headquarters in 

Brussels.” 

D. Defence Minister to preserve his position thanks to President's decision, 

Ukrainska Pravda reports, citing The Guardian. “Oleksii Reznikov, Ukraine's 

Minister of Defence, said that President Volodymyr Zelenskyy made the 

decision to leave him in office after the recent corruption scandal in the 

ministry.” 

E. EU debates 11 bln euro worth of trade curbs in new Russia sanctions, 

Reuters reports. “Representatives of the 27 European Union countries meet in 

Brussels on Wednesday to discuss a new batch of sanctions against Russia, 

which the head of the bloc's executive said could cost 11 billion euros ($11.8 

bln) in lost trade. The bloc is expected to agree new sanctions to mark the one-

year anniversary of Russia's invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24, but the specific 

proposals must yet win the unanimous backing of all EU member states.” 

F. EU to sanction Iran entities involved in Russian war in Ukraine - Von 

der Leyen, Reuters reports. “European Commission President Ursula von der 

Leyen said on Wednesday the EU will propose sanctions targeting for the first 

time Iranian economic operators involved in the Russian war in Ukraine. For 

the first time we are also proposing to sanction Iranian entities including those 

https://www.reuters.com/world/un-mark-russia-invasion-ukraine-anniversary-by-urging-just-peace-2023-02-16/
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linked to Iran's Revolutionary Guard, Von der Leyen told European lawmakers 

in Strasbourg.” 

G. EU sues Poland over violations of EU law by Constitutional Tribunal, 

Reuters reports. “The European Commission sued Poland on Wednesday in 

the EU's top court over violations of EU law by the Polish Constitutional 

Tribunal and its case law, the Commission said in a statement. The lawsuit is 

part of a wider clash between the European Union and the eurosceptic and 

nationalist government that has been running Poland since 2015 over the rule 

of law, which has already resulted in the suspension of EU funds for Warsaw. 

The Commission's move on Wednesday was triggered by rulings by the Polish 

Constitutional Tribunal from July and October 2021 that provisions of EU 

Treaties were incompatible with the Polish constitution, expressly challenging 

the primacy of EU law over national law.”  

Assessment  

1. On the War 

The Institute for the Study of War has made the following assessment as of 

Wednesday 15 February: 

(quote) “Russian forces did not make any confirmed gains in northern 

Kharkiv Oblast on February 15. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 

Ukrainian forces repelled a Russian attack near Hryanykivka, Kharkiv 

Oblast. […] Ukrainian Eastern Grouping of Forces Spokesperson Serhiy Cherevaty 

stated on February 15 that Russian forces currently are not conducting ground 

attacks in Kharkiv Oblast but are shelling. 

Russian forces conducted ground attacks on the Kreminna and Svatove 

line on February 15. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces 

repelled Russian attacks against Nevske, Kreminna, and Bilohorivka in 

Luhansk Oblast. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces made tactical 

gains near Ploshchanka and attacked in the direction of Zarichne and Nevske and 

that episodic fighting continues near Yampolivka and the Balka Zhuravka 

gully. Luhansk Oblast Head Serhiy Haidai stated on February 15 that Russian 

forces are accumulating equipment and personnel in an unspecified area in the 

Luhansk Oblast area. 

Russian sources may have made tactical gains in the forested areas near 

Dibrova on February 15. […] Multiple Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian 

forces advanced 2-3 kilometers from Kreminna in the Dibrova forests and posted 

pictures of trenches in the forests that Russian forces reportedly recaptured. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations around Bakhmut on 

February 15. Ukrainian Eastern Grouping of Forces spokesperson Serhiy 

Cherevaty reported that there were at least 25 combat engagements between 

Russian and Ukrainian forces in the Bakhmut area in the past 24 hours. The 

Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian assaults 

near Bakhmut itself as well as Fedorivka (18km north) and Ivanivske (6km 

west). A Russian milblogger claimed that Wagner Group fighters tried to advance 

in the direction of Vesele (19km northeast of Bakhmut) and successfully advanced 

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-sues-poland-over-violations-eu-law-by-constitutional-tribunal-2023-02-15/
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towards Rozdolivka (18km north of Bakhmut). Geolocated footage published on 

February 15 indicates that Ukrainian forces likely hold positions on the western 

outskirts of Krasna Hora (6km north of Bakhmut). Russian milbloggers claimed 

that Wagner Group fighters advanced in the southwestern outskirts of 

Paraskoviivka (8km north of Bakhmut) and that they have encircled Ukrainian 

forces in the settlement, although ISW has not observed visual confirmation of 

these claims. Geolocated footage published on February 14 indicates that Russian 

forces likely secured marginal advances in the northeastern outskirts of 

Bakhmut. A Russian milblogger claimed that Wagner Group fighters conducted 

assaults on Bakhmut’s outskirts from Blahodatne (10km north of Bakhmut), 

Krasna Hora, and the Stupky area of Bakhmut. Wagner Financier Yevgeny 

Prigozhin stated that he expects Wagner Group fighters to encircle 

Bakhmut by March or April but acknowledged that several factors 

including the Western provision of weapons could delay Bakhmut’s 

encirclement. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces have cut off a 

section of the E40 highway from Bakhmut to Slovyansk and that Ukrainian forces 

now must use a network of country roads to supply their grouping in Bakhmut 

from the north. ISW has not observed visual confirmation of Russian forces 

reaching any section of the E40 that is needed to interdict the Ukrainian ground 

line of communication (GLOC) between Bakhmut and Slovyansk. Russian 

milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces counterattacked near 

Ivanivske and are freely moving along the T0504 highway between 

Kostyantynivka and Bakhmut. 

Russian forces continued offensive 

operations along the western 

outskirts of Donetsk City on 

February 15. The Ukrainian General 

Staff reported that Ukrainian forces 

repelled Russian assaults within 32km 

southwest of Avdiivka near Vodyane, 

Pervomaiske, Marinka, Pobieda, and 

Novomykhailivka. Geolocated footage 

published on February 13 indicates that 

Russian forces advanced into 

Novobakhmutivka (13km northeast of 

Avdiivka) and likely captured the 

settlement. A Russian milblogger 

claimed that elements of the 11th 

Regiment of the Donetsk People’s 

Republic (DNR) People’s Militia captured 

elevated positions near Novoselivka 

Druha (9km northeast of 

Avdiivka). Geolocated footage published 

on February 15 indicates that Russian forces have likely secured marginal 

advances in northwest Marinka (27km southwest of Avdiivka). A Russian 

milblogger claimed that Russian forces changed tactics around Marinka and are 

now conducting assaults on the settlement from the north and the south in an 

attempt to compel Ukrainian forces to withdraw from their positions in the western 



 
 

 

part of the settlement. This change in tactics is unlikely to be any more effective 

than previous Russian efforts to capture Marinka. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in western Donetsk Oblast 

on February 15. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces 

repelled Russian assaults near Vuhledar (30km southwest of Donetsk City) and 

Prechystivka (40km southwest of Donetsk City). Geolocated footage published on 

February 15 indicates that Ukrainian forces likely pushed back Russian forces 

from positions south and southeast of Vuhledar. A Russian milblogger claimed 

that elements of the 155th and 40th Naval Infantry Brigades of the Pacific Fleet, 

the 29th Combined Arms Army of the Eastern Military District, the 3rd Army 

Corps, and the DNR “Kaskad “ Battalion are continuing to conduct offensive 

operations around Vuhledar, but that open terrain around the settlement is 

making Russian advances difficult. 

Russia’s inability to regenerate expended mechanized vehicles in the short 

term further restricts Russian maneuver warfare capabilities. The 

International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) reported that Russia lost about 

50 percent of its T-72B and T-72B3M tanks and many T-80 tanks, forcing 

Russian forces to rely on older equipment. Wallace noted that two-thirds of 

Russia’s tanks are destroyed or unusable. The UK Ministry of Defense assessed 

that the Kremlin likely recognizes that Russia’s low industrial output is a “critical 

weakness,” and that Russian production is not meeting the Kremlin’s long-term 

requirements. Deputy Chairman of the Russian Security Council Dmitry Medvedev, 

for example, called for increased production of weapons and modern tanks on 

February 9. The Norwegian Intelligence Service (NIS) noted that Russia is 

still capable of producing large quantities of small arms, missiles, and 

tanks but that its defense industry base (DIB) will continue to struggle to 

offset the effects of Western sanctions. The NIS added that Russia will also 

need to undergo an extensive effort to set up new production lines and will need 

time to recruit and train workers. Some Russian defense firms continue to complain 

that they do not have sufficient personnel to support the intensified industrial 

effort, while Russian pro-war milbloggers noted that Russia needs to immediately 

embark on modernization and personnel recruitment efforts to solve issues with 

tank production. Such measures are unlikely to increase the Russian defense 

industry’s capacity to produce tanks rapidly and at scale, and would certainly not 

do so in time to affect the outcome of the current Russian offensive or of a 

Ukrainian counter-offensive launched in the coming months. The timely Western 

provisions of tanks and armored vehicles to Ukraine would further offset Russia’s 

ability to conduct mechanized warfare as Russia struggles to restart its defense 

production in the immediate term. Ukraine likely continues to have a window 

of opportunity to initiate large-scale counteroffensives over the next few 

months, but its ability to do so likely rests heavily on the speed and scale 

at which the West provides it the necessary materiel, particularly tanks 

and armored vehicles. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin is unlikely to announce measures for 

further escalation of the war in Ukraine, major new Russian mobilization 

initiatives, or any other significant policy in his planned address to the 

Russian Federal Assembly on February 21. The Presidential Address to the 



 
 

 

Federal Assembly to the Russian State Duma and Federation Council is an annual 

speech introduced to the Russian constitution in February 1994 that is roughly 

equivalent to the US President’s annual State of the Union Address. Kremlin 

Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov stated on February 15 that Russian federal television 

channels will set aside an hour to broadcast Putin’s address to the Federal 

Assembly on February 21. […] Putin has delivered unimpressive addresses in 

recent months to mark symbolic anniversaries and dates and likely scheduled his 

postponed address to coincide with the first anniversary of Russia’s recognition of 

the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics (DNR/LNR). Putin will likely 

repackage Russian measures to integrate occupied territories into the Russian 

Federation as a novel achievement. 

Russian military failures in Ukraine continue to deny Putin the ability to 

present military success to the Russian public. The Russian military has not 

achieved significant operational success in Ukraine since the capture of 

Severodonetsk in July 2022. Ukrainian forces have liberated almost 18,000 square 

kilometers of territory since then. Putin may have scheduled the address to the 

federal assembly in the expectation that Russian forces would secure at least a 

tactical success in the Bakhmut area, although Russian forces have only gained 

about 500 square kilometers in the Bakhmut area in intensive 

campaigning since July 4, 2022, while suffering extravagant casualties. 

Putin could announce the start of a subsequent mobilization wave, although most 

indicators and assessments suggest that he will not do so at this time. ISW, along 

with UK Defense Minister Ben Wallace, assesses that the Russian military has 

already committed a significant number of its available formations to intensified 

offensive operations in Ukraine and that the lack of large uncommitted reserves 

will likely prevent Putin from announcing the start of an entirely new large-scale 

offensive effort. Putin will likely continue to deliver insignificant public addresses 

as the absence of Russian military success in Ukraine deprives him of the 

opportunity to claim or convincingly promise a victory of any significance. The 

stubborn Ukrainian defense of Bakhmut itself, despite the cost in Ukrainian lives 

and materiel, would prevent Putin from even claiming that Russia has secured that 

city on the war’s anniversary, a claim that could give Putin, the Russian military, 

and the Russian public renewed hope of winning and possibly increase the 

Kremlin’s willingness to demand more of its people to press on. 

The Kremlin continues to pursue efforts to censor dissent through societal 

intimidation tactics. Russian Federation Council Speaker Valentina Matviyenko 

proposed on February 15 that federal communication supervisor Roskomnadzor 

publish a list of Telegram channels that are hostile to Russia and label such 

channels with icons indicating this status. The Kremlin is unable to force Telegram 

to introduce these icons and is seemingly unwilling to block Telegram, which pro-

Russian milbloggers use heavily to speak to the Russian people. The list is likely 

meant instead to intimidate the Russian public into refraining from engaging with 

content that the Kremlin deems to be dangerous to Russian security. The Kremlin 

is likely to include independent media, Western sources, and opposition outlets on 

the list. The Kremlin is highly unlikely to use the measure to target milbloggers, 

even those critical of the Russian military or the Kremlin itself, as they continue to 

appeal to the ultra-nationalist pro-war community that is their audience. 



 
 

 

A Kremlin-affiliated milblogger claimed on February 15 that Iran and 

Russia were creating and sharing technology on high-precision bombs, 

missiles for UAVs, and attack aircraft. The milblogger alleged that Russia has 

agreed to purchase over 100,000 Iranian artillery and mortar rounds and 

especially 152mm rounds. Rybar stated that Iran possesses large stocks of 

122mm shells for D-30 howitzers and BM-21 Grad Multiple Launch Rocket 

Systems (MLRS). The milblogger suggested that Russia could employ Iranian 

proxies and partners in Iran, Iraq, Syria, and other unnamed countries to fight in 

Ukraine. 

Key Takeaways 

• Russia’s costly military campaign in Ukraine has likely significantly 

depleted Russian equipment and manpower reserves necessary to 

sustain a successful large-scale offensive in eastern Ukraine. 

• Russia’s inability to reconstruct spent mechanized material in the 

short term further restricts the Russian military’s mechanized maneuver 

warfare capabilities. 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin is unlikely to announce measures for 

further escalation of the war in Ukraine, major new Russian mobilization 

initiatives, or any other significant policy in his planned address to the 

Russian Federal Assembly on February 21. 

• Russian forces continued offensive operations northwest of Svatove and 

along the Svatove-Kreminna line. 

• Russian forces continued offensive operations around Bakhmut, along 

the western outskirts of Donetsk City, and in western Donetsk Oblast. 

• Russian sources implied that Ukrainian forces may hold positions on 

the east (left) bank of the Dnipro River in Kherson Oblast, although ISW 

has not observed any confirmation of the claim. 

• The Kremlin continues to fund its war efforts in Ukraine from regional budgets. 

• The Russian government continues to further integrate occupied territories into 

Russian governance structures.“ (unquote) 

Western reporting indicates that there continue to be Western concerns about 
Ukraine’s determination to hold Bakhmut, The Institute for the Study of War 
reports. “The Washington Post also reported that US defense planners assess that 
Ukrainian forces are unable to simultaneously defend Bakhmut and launch a spring 
counteroffensive and have urged Ukraine to prioritize the spring counteroffensive over 
defending Bakhmut.  

ISW continues to assess that Ukraine’s decision to defend Bakhmut is 
likely a strategically sound effort despite its costs for Ukraine. Ukraine’s 
defense of Bakhmut has forced the Kremlin to expend much of the Wagner Group 
as a force and commit high-value Russian airborne forces to sustain attritional 
advances. Ukrainian defense of Bakhmut has degraded significant Russian forces 
and will likely set favorable conditions for a future Ukrainian counter-
offensive. Had Russian troops taken Bakhmut without significant Ukrainian 
resistance they could have hoped to expand operations in ways that could have 
forced Ukraine to construct hasty defensive positions in less favorable terrain.  

Therefore, Ukraine’s defense of Bakhmut and undertaking an effort to set 
conditions for a counteroffensive are likely complementary, not mutually exclusive, 

https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-february-14-2023


 
 

 

activities considering that Russian forces would have continued their offensive 
beyond Bakhmut had Ukraine yielded the city earlier.” 

Britain at OSCE: Putin has limited options to sustain war on Ukraine, 
Ukrinform reports.  “Russia is now suffering its worst losses in Ukraine since the 
invasion, while Putin has limited options to sustain his war, but he can still withdraw 
troops and stop the senseless sacrifice of thousands of Russians. That’s according to 
a statement by Ian Stubbs, the Senior Military Advisor at the UK Delegation to the 
OSCE, who spoke at the Security Cooperation Forum in Vienna on Wednesday. 

Over the past two weeks, Russia has reportedly suffered its highest rate of 
casualties since the first week of the invasion of Ukraine. Russian military leaders 
have now likely deployed the vast majority of the reservists called up under the so-
called “partial mobilization” and Wagner announced on 09 February that it had 
halted its prisoner recruitment scheme, he said. 

According to a British official, the options for Putin and his military leaders to 
sustain their war of choice appear to be limited: continue to deplete their 

forces; scale back their objectives; or conduct a further form of 
mobilization. But there is another option: Putin could end this war now, withdraw 
all Russian forces from Ukrainian sovereign territory, and in doing so, stop his 
needless sacrifice of thousands more ordinary Russian people, Stubbs added. 

He emphasized that providing Ukraine with the support it needs to defend itself 
and push Russia out of its sovereign territory is the swiftest and only path to a just 
and lasting peace. Against this background, the diplomat recalled that the Joint 
British-Ukrainian Declaration signed on February 8 reaffirmed our countries’ 
commitment to stand side by side in the face of Russia’s aggression. […] 

Earlier it was reported that in the battles of Soledar alone, Russia lost more 
soldiers than in the two Chechnya wars.” 

Ukraine needs several months to prepare for liberation of its territories – 
Defence Minister, Ukrainska Pravda reports, citing Minister of Defence of Ukraine 
Oleksii Reznikov in an interview with Ukrinform following the 9th meeting in the 
Ramstein format. “Ukraine will need several months to fully prepare for liberation of 
the temporarily occupied territories.” 

Ukraine war shows urgency of military artificial intelligence, Reuters reports. 
“Ukraine's effective use of artificial intelligence (AI) to target Russian forces has 
pushed the technology onto the agenda of military and political leaders around the 
world, the CEO of U.S. software firm Palantir  said on Wednesday. Speaking at the 
first international summit on responsible military use of AI, CEO Alex Karp said use of 
AI in war has moved from a "highly erudite ethics discussion" to a top concern since 
the start of the conflict in Ukraine. 

This has now shifted to: your ability to identify the right technology and implement 
it will determine what happens on the battlefield, he said. One of the major things 
we need to do in the West, is realise this lesson is completely understood by China 
and Russia. 

Karp has previously said that Planatir is "responsible for most of the targeting in 
Ukraine", with the company citing the examples of tanks and artillery. It has 
marketed its software as a way to quickly determine resources to deploy, taking in 
feeds from satellites and social media to visualise an army's positions.” 

https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/3670659-britain-at-osce-putin-has-limited-options-to-sustain-war-on-ukraine.html
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/02/15/7389447/
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-ato/3670198-oleksij-reznikov-ministr-oboroni-ukraini.html
https://www.reuters.com/technology/ukraine-war-shows-urgency-military-ai-palantir-ceo-says-2023-02-15/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/ukraine-is-using-palantirs-software-targeting-ceo-says-2023-02-02/


 
 

 

Ukrainian intelligence works with people very close to Putin, Ukrainska Pravda 
reports, citing Andrii Cherniak, representative of the Defence Intelligence of Ukraine 
(DIU), in an interview with the Greek news outlet Iefimerida. “[DIU] is working with 
people from Russian President Vladimir Putin’s close circle. […] 

Cherniak has said that not many Russian officials are cooperating with Ukrainian 
Defence Intelligence out of friendly feelings towards Ukraine. However, according 
to him, there are many people in Putin’s circle that do not support the current 
Russian policy with regard to Ukraine, including the full-scale war. […] Cherniak 
believes that these people are not ready for any coup d'état in the Russian 
Federation, but if he [Putin] loses power, they will destroy him". 

2. Consequences and what to do?   

 

ME: During the last 12 months media and experts alike have been speculating on 
the scale of Ukrainian casualties. The exact numbers are a closely guarded secret 
leaving ample room for speculations.  

Many assess Ukrainian casualties to be as massive as the Russian side. The latter 
has in contrast been well documented. According to Ukrainian intelligence, the 
Russian Armed Forces have lost a staggering 140,460 killed in action. If we allow 
for a ratio of 2 wounded for every soldier killed, Russia has suffered 422,380 in total 
(46,9% of its armed forces before 24 Feb. 2022). On top of that, their losses are 
increasing by the month. February will likely mark the biggest number of killed in 
action so far.  

In the article “The biggest secret of the war: how many soldiers has Ukraine lost?”, 

the Belgian news outlet HNL tries to answer the question. It concludes that the gap 
between Russian and Ukrainian casualties might be growing smaller.  

In November, Gen Mark Milley, chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, said 
"You're looking at well over 100,000 Russian soldiers killed and wounded. Same 
thing probably on the Ukrainian side." 

On January 22, Gen. Eirik Kristoffersen, the Norwegian defence chief, estimated 
that Russia had suffered 180,000 dead and wounded, while Ukraine had 100,000 

killed or wounded in action. He has underlined that there is much uncertainty 
regarding these numbers, as no one at the moment can give a good overview. They 
could be both lower or even higher. 

I believe the Norwegian estimates to be more accurate than the US. I remain 
convinced that Russia has suffered far higher casualties than Ukraine. That said, 
the Ukrainian Armed Forces are also suffering massive numbers of killed and 
wounded because of the intense warfighting.   

There are several reasons for the big differences in casualties between the two 

parties.  

A. The cost of attack versus defence. In February-March, Russia's attempt to 
conduct a “Blitzkrieg” failed desperately and suffered massive casualties. 
Ukrainian forces were defending themselves from prepared defensive 
positions. Russia became bogged down and fixed in open terrain (roads), 
utterly unprepared for the ambushes that followed. After having withdrawn 
and regrouped, they started attacking well-prepared positions in Donbas in 
the spring. While learning from past mistakes, Russia was still attacking. Its 

fundamental challenges – including bad leadership and flawed command and 
control – were still flawed and were still defining its losses. During the last 
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months, Russia has been trying to regain the initiative, sending wave after 
wave of untrained soldiers across open terrain against fortified Ukrainian 
positions.  

B. Consequences of first half year: loss of experience. Russia lost most of 
their elite forces during the initial phase of the invasion. They have been 
replaced by less trained, less experienced, and less professional soldiers. As 
has been documented, it has led to a fast downward spiralling proficiency. 
While Ukraine has suffered huge losses, it didn’t lose as many experienced 
soldiers during the same period. Additionally, the Ukrainian Armed Forces 

also demonstrated superior professionalism during the initial phase of the 
full-scale invasion. The loss of experience ratio is, therefore, very much in 
Ukraine’s favour.   

C. The difference in leadership and culture. Ukraine isn’t following the 
Russian tactics of massive waves of soldiers. It has not deployed “blocking 
forces” and doesn’t have “penal battalions”. Ukrainian values and principles 
are by far closer linked to Western standards. The life and well-being of their 
soldiers are by far more important than in Russian culture. It suffers, 

consequently, fewer casualties.  
D. Medical services. Ukrainian medical services are far superior to those of 

Russian. Ukraine is saving far more of their wounded soldiers than the 
Russian side. This has not only a huge impact on attrition rates but also on 
motivation.  

E. Professionalism and motivation. Ukraine isn’t recruiting criminals. It is 
recruiting highly motivated citizens fighting for their right to exist. In 
contrast to Russia, new soldiers are being trained by many partner countries 

by highly qualified instructors. Its training standards are increasing, not as 
Russian soldiers, decreasing. Ukraine does not send mobilised personnel to 
the frontline unprepared. 

As demonstrated on 24 February already, Ukraine is far more professional. 
They are by far better equipped than the aggressor and are receiving state-of-
the-art western defence support. While Russian military capabilities were at 
their peak 12 months ago, Ukraine’s capabilities are increasing by the day. 
Its intelligence is far better giving it a far better ability to manoeuvre, prepare 
itself for Russian assaults and conduct precision strikes against key 

objectives and concentrations of manpower. Ukrainian soldiers are not least, 
also far more motivated.  

Have the Ukrainian casualties increased? Definitely. Are they too high? Receiving 
incremental and slow defence support – and lacking the tools needed to end the war 
quickly – the losses are much higher than necessary. Have they reached the same 
level as Russia? Hardly.  

Is the total number of casualties equal? Not a rat’s chance. That would mean 
Ukraine had suffered higher casualties than Russia during a period the latter has 

the initiative and is attacking en mass with increasingly more inexperienced and 
poorly equipped and supported soldiers, many of which are suffering a lack of 
motivation.  
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